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Covering a total of 16,852 miles at 100.31 m.p.h. at 
Montlhery, the Jaguar XK120 coupe, driven by 
Mr. Leslie Johnson, Mr. Stirling Moss, Mr. 
& Ps: J. E. G. Fairman and Mr. H. L. Hadley, 
broke 4 World Records and 5 International 

‘ Class ‘C’ Records. During 7 days and nights 
Rie has: the following records were established @ 10,000 
: . kilometres at an average speed of 107.31 m.p.h. @ 
5 3 days at an average speed of 105.55 m.p.h.* @ 15,000 
2 kilometres at an average speed of 101.95 m.p.h.* @ 4 days at an 
‘ average speed of 101.17 m.p.h.* @ 10,000 miles at an average speed of 
5 100.66 m.p.h.* @ (*World Records.) 


The XK120 Coupe 


In his Jaguar XK120 which has now exceeded a 

mileage of 45,000, Mr. Ian Appleyard became the 

first man to gain the Golden Coup des Alpes, an 
award of the highest merit for completing 3 successive 
Annual Alpine Trials without the loss of a single mark. In 
this same car Mr. Appleyard has gained over 40 awards in major 
National and International competitions. 


cae Write for details to Distributors for States West of Mississippi: 
Charles H. Hornburg, Jr., 9176 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, Cal. 
peg Eastern States: The Hoffman Motor Car Co., Inc., 487 Park Avenue, 


New York 22, and at Esquire Building, So. Water Street, Chicago. 


Sa Bete : The XK120 Open Sports 
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Sihith, Top US. Rac ng Eng 
GET SUPER POWER with 
WATER-ALCOHOL INJECTION! 


STOP © Overheating @ Detonation © Power. 


Smith, producer of winning cars at Indianapolis 
500", Road Race and numerous : 
ship events says: ‘‘In competition we often burn 
water to cool our engines. Naturally | use an Octa- 
Gane on my own car for top-efficiency in traffic and 
on the road.’ 


Clay 


When your car knocks, pings, or rattles due to present low octane 
gas, do not set back the spark timing and thus get poor mileage 


SES and sluggish performance. Install the new 1953 Octa-Gane Pressure 
TOM McCAHILL PRAI Water-Alcohol Injector, the only all-bronze, “fog-type,” exhaust- 
OCTA-GANE Noted auto operated, pressure injector on the market—not to be compared with 
bubble jar or vacuum types. Pressure “force-feeds” even when 
aaae says: manifold vacuum is zero under load. Adjustable to burn up to 1 
“Spark tim- gallon of water (or alcohol, or half & half) with every 10 gallons of 
ing can be af gasoline. Injection is proving new performance and economy to 

Shel over 150,000 satisfied users. 


injection on 
INJECTION—Secret of New Power 
d this does mean great’ 

pn and usually higher speed. 


The Korean War has held back the “Miracle Fuels’’ Detroit was 
counting on. The super gasolines are still in the laboratories, and 
no car can give its best on the fuel now available. Under ideal 
conditions even poor gas will ignite per giving a fairly smooth 
flow of — . . . but, under loads such as passing, pickup, or 
fast road speeds, extra heat upsets the combustion process. Inst 

of burning evenly, the charge “explodes,” causing detonation and 


GOVERNMENT STAFF RE 


PO. ‘ power loss. Premium fuels contain additives to slow down the ; 
The Zasoli 3 ° burning, reduce detonation, but as greater power is needed, a bet- NOT THIS— BUT THIS — 
new hi Ine mileage of ter control of combustion must be found. Engineers say to cool the | 
igh Compressio charge inside the cylinder with water, or water and low-cost wood alcohol. With “inner cool-' 

* s Png ing,’ your engine produces more horsepower, faster pickup, better gas mileage. | 

n be in- 

P to 30% with HOW OCTA-GANE WORKS ,; 


er- 
&asol Ine Ever notice how much better your car runs on a rainy 

day? High moisture content of the air drawn in is mangas 

cooling combustion in the cylinders. The new, pre- 

cision-built bronze Octa-Gane not only mixes water 

(or alcohol and water) with the fuel vapor, but reg- ia: 

ulates the amount according to the engine’s require- 


US Dept. 
#AIC-240 


Ir IS! SENSATIONAL 


HERE R to 
ts. At idling or low cruising speeds, the Octa-  ucrcen: ecco 
-GANE IN ECTOR Ive is closed, but when you “step on it” of | 


fuel-air to counteract internal heat, prevent harmful ora 


recision construction, detonation, smooth the combustion process. CUTAWAY VIEW 
mi 
featuring new it 
. lu r wi HOW LONG HAS THIS 
fini retype meterin BEEN GOING ON? MOTOR $$$ 


valves. Eas i truc Water injection is not a new idea. 1. Use regular gas in high compres- 
tion on any car, Tuck, As early as 1902, engineers recog- sion engines safely. 
j nized its value for “inner-cooling” 


defective 
anteed against Price 
or tractor. hip for 90 days. ’ 
orkmanship an 
material or W 1% gallon corrosion: Peotallation 


gas engines. For many years its use 2. Use higher compression ratios—get 
was limited to racing cars and other 9reater power with premium fuels. 
high-output engines. During World 


War II, it became a vital feature of a fuel mileage increases up to 


& fittings, and 
ecessary brackets al manifol fighter plane engines. Ten years of 
an structions, only men! or intensive development lie behind to- 4, Eliminate detonation & pre-ignition 
$1.85 extra.) lance coD. Calif. buyers, pie day’s Tens of  ~—save engine damage risk. 
$5 00 de it ales Tax. have discovered this proven way to 5, Arrest carbon formation—increase 


more efficient motoring. valve and spark plug life. 


‘Take The Experts Advice: ORDER BY MAIL TODAY! 


1 Newhouse Automotive Industries, Dept. 7 
5805 E. Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


Dear Customer: 
You con now order ell your specie! 
eqvipment—heods, manifolds, coms, 


brond) direct BY MAIL from 
the great Newhouse stockrooms. A Please ship 1953 Octa-Gane for Make. i 
ie Year. No. Cyl 
$805 £. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 7 P City Zone State 


Check enclosed; ship postpaid 
Deposit enclosed, ship C.0.D. : 


Low Angeles 22, Califernia 


May 1953 Three 


if 
i 
f\ 
== 
uels 
of A Gs 
Ta) 
' 
* We 
> 


MAY 1953 
Published Monthly 
VOL @ NO. 5 
chr 
spo 
aff 
FEATURES: 
é EXPOSING THE CAR FINANCE RACKET Robert J. Gottlieb — 21 = 
, Our policy has always been to keep our readers informed about « 
schemes to remove money from the car owner’s pocket. Here is a YK=- 
scheme that is just within the limit of the law Te 1 
‘53 FORDS FEATURE A BETTER RIDE... Jim Potter and Walt Woron — 23 wit 
An improved suspension system gives the 50th Anniversary Fords wil 
handling and better roadability characteristics om 
DAYTONA BEACH SPEED WEEK ; — 2% com 
i ii i ottem: 
THE PONTIAC EIGHT Pete M and Walt Woron — 28 pee: 
An all-around car with many features of more expensive makes, 
the Pontiac remains a satisfactory though unspectacular choice in the 
the price fie'd just above the lowest A 
WHY DO COPS GIVE TICKETS?... ae Ernest J. Antrobus — 31 wis 
How do you feel about the man who writes out that ticket? Here com 
is a revealing account of the protectors of our life and limb on ’ 
our increasingly crowded streets and highways bec 
COLLIN S CADILLAC—AMERICA’S FAVORITE LUXURY CAR........ Walt Woron and Pete Molson — 32 in. 
Luxury, performance, even economy—the Cadillac has them—but 
above all, it is the car with prestige aff 
MEXICO AND THE MOTOR AGE Don Pope — 35 ro 
he machine-age —y is going full blast, and the people be- pro 
Accept no low the border are finding themselves with noses against the dis 
- window . . . yearning to drive and to tinker, much as the younger 
substitute. generation in the U.S. 
HEADS OR TAILS?................ —38 
Look for Some customizers, with time and money to spend, remodel an rec 
the famous ee se Most of us lavish more tender care on one end or 
other Hy= 
LINCOLN’S LUXURY EXPERIMENTAL MODEL—THE XL-500 — 40 
& COLLINS DETROIT EMBRACES CUSTOMIZING. Harry Cushing — 42 
ee trademark to Qnee @ buil-nosed Ford could cttract attention in the Motor City. con 
oe low it takes a fairly radical job to raise Detroit's eyebrows .. 
sure your They come in all shapes and sizes, plump and slim, long and van 
‘ cam is short. By and large, they get smoother and more unified in design — 
tel 1934 DUESENBERG SJ PHAETON... Robert Bastress — 48 to 
oy CLASSIC COMMENTS—HOW TO RESTORE A CLASSIC.............. Robert J. Gottlieb — 52 are 
designed and Our readers have asked for it, so here it is . . . the complete 
precision step-by-step procedure for restoring your classic 
EUROPEAN NEWSLETTER... Gunther Molter — 56 
Fiat introduces its new 1100; America gets its most attractive Aut 
British sports car to date ou 
z ACCESSORY TRIAL—SHIFTOMATIC Bob Hoeppner — 72 y 
: Here is a new item for ‘49, ‘50 and ‘51 Fords the 
; ACCESSORY TRIAL—LIFE-TIME BATTERY : Bob Hoeppner — 79 
ays Vy " A comparison test shows that this new battery out-performs two gra 
Be HARMAN EL COLLINS others which come as stock equipment with certain 1953 cars + 
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BRIEFS ... by the editors 


MAYBE THIS WILL BEGIN A TREND! With Chrysler's 
announcement that prices on their products are reduced 
by an average of $100 each, this in an indication that 
Chrysler wants to increase sales and hold onto third 
spot with its Plymouth. If this price reduction does 
affect sales, you can look for other manufacturers 
to follow suit. 


THE EVER-PROGRESSIVE Jaguar organization, which just 
last month announced its automatic transmission, will 
shortly announce two new models, one of which is an 
XK-120 convertible. It is rumored that the standard 
XK-120 roadster will be dropped and in its place there 
will be the XK-120M, a deluxe version roadster. This 
will leave the Mark VII sedan and the XK=-120C 
competition car. 


A NEW COMBINE in the automotive industry has just 
peen announced. Kaiser-Frazer and Willys have merged for 
the reported purpose of absorbing $30,000,000 (a tax- 
wise credit) from losses sustained by K-F. The new 
company, to be known as Willys Motors Corporation, will 
become fourth largest automotive manufacturing company 
in the U.S. Edgar Kaiser declared purchase would not 
affect operation of either Willys or Kaiser-Frazer, and 
products of each will be handled by its present 
distributive organization. 


JUST AS WE WERE GOING to press last month, we 
received news of the new Plymouth transmission, the 
Hy-Drive. We described it as being a combination of 
conventional three-speed gear box with a torque 
converter. But since we had not driven the car we 
pointed out what appeared to be a couple of disad- 
vantages. In the meantime we have had the opportunity 
to drive the car. A few points about this transmission 
are brought out in "Spotlight on Detroit" (see page 10). 


TO THOSE OF YOU who are entering the MOTOR TREND 
Automotive and Industrial Design Contest, please send 
your application form in with your entry. Do not send 
them separately. High school students who will not 
graduate this spring may now participate in the contest. 
It has been announced that a separate section has been 
set up so that high school students not graduating may 
submit an entry for a $25 Defense Bond award. Remember 
the contest deadline: May 31, 1953. 


SEVERAL MAJOR AUTOMOBILE manufacturers will partici- 
pate in the Michigan Motor Show, to be held at the 
Michigan State Fair Grounds in Detroit June 2-7, with 
separate exhibits. Sponsored by the St. Clair Shores 
Lions Club for charity, it is being produced by the 
Michigan Motor Show, Inc., 3107 Book Bldg., Detroit, 
Mich., Woodward 38660. Harry Cushing and Ray Bowles, 
Detroit representatives, are a part of team that put on 
annual Motorama show in Los Angeles each year. 


without the old as well as the new address. 
ADVERTISING: Advertising Coordinator—Rollin 
Mack, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, 
California. Eastern Advertising—Harry Cushing, 
3107 Book Bidg., Detroit 26, Michigan. Phone 
WOodward 38660. Closes 40 days preceding 
publication date. (See SRDS) 


MOTOR TREND, U.S. Copyright 1953 by Trend, 
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know your engine’s 
performance... 


De luxe “Custom” 
Mode! mounts on wind- 
shield moulding 


one screw. 


Is your engine 
out on you?” The new 
“Custom” Model Motor Minder® tells 
you at a glance... as you drive. 


Checks Engine Efficiency 
Motor Minder warns instantly of poor 
performance by spark plugs, carbure- 
tor, valves, rings—indicates faulty tim- 
ing of ignition or valves—warns of on- 
coming repairs—helps you save gas. 
Beautiful indirectly lighted dial of new 
“Custom” model has no confusing 
scales . . . can be read easily and in- 
stantly. 
Accurate On All Cars 

Motor Minder records accurately even 
on modern high-compression engines. 
New swivel mounting gives all-angle vi- 
sion. The lowest priced in its field with 
traditional Stewart-Warner quality. 

Get it at your dealer’s. If he cannot 
supply you, send his name and address, 
and your check or money order for 
$10.95 to Stewart-Warner. Motor Minder 
will be sent direct to you prepaid! 


STEWART-WARNER 


Instrument Division, Dept. W-53 
1840 Diversey Parkway, Chicago 14, Illinois 
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LOUD OR QUIET 


Tone as you like it! Get 
more power, economy & per- 
formance at tremenaous sav- 
ings! Guaranteed the finest bal- 
anced header systems for ALL 
"42-'53 FORDS & MERCS. 


- WITH MUFFLERS 


Complete with Headers, Exten- 
sions, Tailpipe & 2 Steel Packed 
Mell-O-Tone Mufflers....... $46 


WITHOUT MUFFLERS 


Use stock mufflers for quiet ef- 
ficiency! Includes Headers, Ex 
tensions, Tailpipe, etc...... $: 


CUSTOM HEADERS 
. Finest balanced header sets, 

@ ready to install. For all '42-'52 

! FORDS & MERCS............. $23.95 

EXTENSIONS for Dual 

Q HEADER KITS, ali parts for easily 

‘ assembling your own.......... $9.95 


“Beautiful Deep Tone” 
pow ene Back pressure is reduced up to 50% 

! — —by having 2 exhaust systems in- ' 

{ stead of 1. Complete with Pipes, i] 
~ two steel-pack Mufflers, Brackets, 1 

i] ~ etc. All Fords & Mercs...... $18.95 i 

1 (Dual Side Tailpipe........ $6 extra) 

‘ D For Olds, Stude & 

SILENT-TONE DUAL SETS 
g SAVE! Same set as above—less muffiers and T.P. ' 

Simply add another stock muffler and tailpipe to & 


© your Ford or Merc. for a quiet, yet efficient dual @ 


DUAL EXHAUST SYSTEMS 

For Chev, Plym & All Other 6 & 8 cyl. Inline Cars 
POWER ECONOMY DEEPTONE 


Save 50%. Dual Split-Manifold Kit includes Manifold 
Connecting Head Pipe, Dual Side Bendable Tail- I 
pipe, Mounting Brackets & E-Z Instructions. A 
(Connecting pipe can be welded or bolted to present 

without removal.) 4 
KIT ma 


TWIN-TONE 
STEELPAC MUFFLERS 


Finest Quality & Deeptone 


Dealers Wanted 


[etters 


ACTUAL FIGURES VS. GRAPHS 
Gentlemen: 

Sorry to see you change from actual fig- 
ures to charts and graphs to indicate accel- 
eration tests on new cars. For the average 
reader I think the actual figures in seconds 
are preferred. 

D. P. Altenburg 

Eggertsville, N.Y. 
Several readers have requested both, so 
both it is (see this month’s road test re- 
ports on the Ford, page 23; Pontiac, page 
28; and Cadillac, page 32).—Editor 


$40 STYLING ACCESSORIES 
Gentlemen: 

I’m enclosing a picture of my ’51 Ford. 
Basically, it’s a stock tudor, but for about 
$40 worth of styling accessories, I think 
I’ve come out with a pretty good looking 
result. The grille bar was $20, skirts $20 


painted, and I swapped the stock grille bar 
for nosing and partially decking. Lowering 
blocks were a few dollars more ... Re- 
styling is without a doubt a matter of taste, 
but as far as I’m concerned, I’m very happy 
with my Ford’s appearance .. . 

Harvey Zaid 

Chanute AFB, III. 
Next month Motor Trenp will feature 
several pages on dress-up items for your car, 
accessories which can be purchased and, for 
the most part, be installed easily —Editor 


DEALER SERVICE 
Gentlemen: 

I have read and enjoyed your reviews and 
tests of domestic automobiles but I believe 
that you have overlooked one of the most 
important phases of car ownership—dealer 
service. 

In late 1952 I purchased a new car from 
a local dealer. I believe that the service I 


received was as bad as could have been pos- 
sibly rendered without deliberate malfea- 
sance. Upon writing to the manufacttfrer, I 
was brushed off with a referral back to the 
same dealer. This, to me, makes any such 
car with this type of dealer service a poor 
buy. 
R. C. Logan 
: Los Gatos, California 

We’re curious. How about other readers— 
have you had good service or bad? Now will 
you look at page 82 (bottom) ?—Editor 


ZEBRA TOP 
Gentlemen: 

I know you appreciate getting pictures of 
unusual work done on cars, and being a sub- 
scriber of your magazine I thought I would 
add my bit. 

This is a snapshot of the ivory stripes we 
put on our ’49 Olds. The original finish is a 
dark green metallic. With the addition of the 
stripes we get many comments, as you can 
imagine. It has been called a watermelon, 
potato bug and zebra. Oh, well! It takes a 


sense of humor to go with it, but most peo- 
ple like it. 

The entire top was taped off in 34 and then 
14 inch masking tape. Then the 14 inch tape 
was pulled off and the ivory sprayed on. 

It is an unusual effect from the rear and 
motorists will, at times, follow me for a 
considerable distance. 

Louis L. Kert 
Wellington, Ohio 
(Continued on page 8) 


This Month's Cover 


The parade of De- 
troit experimental 
cars continues, as 
evidenced by Lin- 
coln’s XL-500. For 
additional pictures 
and description of 
this spectacular car, 
see page 40. 


MOTOR TREND Subscription Dept. 
5959 Hollywood Bivd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 

Please enter my name as a MOTOR TREND 


subscriber for: 

[1 One year—$3.00 Two years—$5.00 
Above rates for U.S., its ssessions, 
Canada; all other countries: One year 
-—$4 Two years—$7 


Name 


Street 


City State. 


lenclose: cash check money order 


Motor Trend 


JOV 


May 


iif 
: 
‘ [ 54-1, Pa. | 


ot. 


n civilised comfort! 


HE JUPITER is the car to take you places — fast! The car rips 
along at a genuine 90 m.p.h. But heavens what a relief — you and 
your passenger sit serenely in civilized all-weather comfort. The wind-up 
glass windows see to that, so does the tough all-weather folding top. 
The upholstery is luxurious and there’s luggage space in the back. To 


The special tubular chassis gives all these advantages add 30 miles to the gallon of gas. Just think it over! 


great rigidity and strength. 


Ii litre class winner of 10 major trials and races 


1950—1st—Le Mans 24 Hour Grand Prix * 
1951—1st & 2nd— Monte Carlo Rally; 1st—Lisbon Rally 


1ist—Bremgarten Sports Car Race; Ist Rheineck/Walzenhausen 
Hill Climb; 1st—Le Mans 24 Hour Grand Prix * 


1st & 2nd—R.A.C. Tourist Trophy 
1st— Watkins Glen Meeting—1} litre race; Ist Rallye de ’Iseran 
1952—1st—Le Mans 24 Hour Grand Prix * 


* Class winner three times running 


The 14 ttre JOWETT JUPITER 


7) th —b 
——— —BRITAIN’S BEST IN THE CLASS— 


JOWETT CARS LIMITED, IDLE, BRADFORD, YORKSHIRE, ENGLAND 


JOWETT DISTRIBUTORS: THE HOFFMAN MOTOR CO. INC., 487 Park Avenue, New York 22. Chicago Branch: The Esquire 
Building, 65E South Water Street, Chicago, Ill. ANGELL MOTORS, //45 South Fair Oaks, Pasadena 2, California 
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LOS ANGELES DISC JOCKEY AND T.V. PER- 

SONALITY ALEX COOPER DEMONSTRATES THE 

NEWEST AUTO ACCESSORY ON HIS JAGUAR, 
CHIP GARDS 


CHIP GARDS are plastic strips that 
fit on the edge of your car door and 
protect the paint from being chipped 
when the door is opened in tight quar- 
ters. Since their introduction a few 
weeks ago, CHIP-GARDS have zoomed 
to the front as a must for car door 
beatty and protection. CHIP-GARDS 
fit ANY car. You can install a set (two 
30” strips) on your car in seconds. No 
tools, bolts, or cement needed. Just 
snap on. They'll give your car that 
new, sharp, 1953 look. Price is only 
$1.50, prepaid, tax included. Send 
cash, check, or money order to 


[hip-fGard 


(Pats. Pending) Trademark Registered 


Box 593, Briggs Station 
Los Angeles 48 California 
CHIP-GARDS are available in metallic 
(gun metal), red, green, black, and 


Satisfaction Guaranteed 


SPECIAL! 


NITE-GLO RED REFLECTOR TAPE! 
Protect your car at night with this new 
discovery by 3M. Fits easily on your car 
bumper, on bicycles, trucks, trailers. 
Adheres to any surface. Weatherproof. 
Made of sturdy plastic tape. 24 inches 
long, 1 inch wide. Send 50¢ to: 


Box 593, Briggs Station 
CHIP-GARD Les Angeles aa California 


Why not send for your COMPLETE Auto 
Safety Kit? Set of Chip Gards and Nite-Glo 
Safety Reflecter: only $2.00. 


Eight 


(Continued from page 6) 


ABOUT OUR AUTOMOTIVE DESIGN CONTEST 
Gentlemen: 

Like many others, I read your magazine 
from bumper to taillight. Just having fin- 
ished your article on that industrial and 
automotive design contest, I decided to write 
and ask you for a very big favor. I am sure 
that there are lots of other fellows, all over 
the country that are asking for the same 
thing. 

Would it be possible to give us high 
school students a chance at your contest? Let 
us compete while we are still in school so 
that we can go directly to the Art Center 
to take advantage of our scholarship. 

I am sixteen years old now and plan to 
be an industrial designer, but, like many 
others, I haven’t the finances to see a college 
education through. This contest is just what 
I have been hoping for, but if I have to 
wait until after I graduate to enter it and 
then have to wait some more until I find 
out if I won or not, it will not be much 
help... 

Murray Milne 
Detroit, Michigan 
Gentlemen: 

I read with interest your article entitled, 
“Do You Want To Be An Automotive De- 
signer?” in the current issue of Motor 
TrEND. My hopes were at their heights when 
I ran across the phrase, “You do have to be 
a high school graduate.” I then realized the 
sorry-wrong-number sensation, as this is my 
third year in high school. 

Bill Hine 

Braman, Oklahoma 
We’ve created a special section of our Auto- 
motive and Ind:.strial Design Contest for 
students still in high school. They are eli- 
gible for a $25 Defense Bond award.—Editor 


HE HAS A PROBLEM 
Gentlemen: 

Read Marshall Teague’s article (March 
MT) and noticed the ending, especially, 
about safety straps. 

Now putting in seat straps is a fine idea 
but what about my kids? I have four. They 
would never hold still for seat straps, I 


_don’t think.. What can I do? 


I could strap them in but how can I get 
them out in the event of a fire or going into 
water? That is quite possible too and I 
would have to untie each one and I would 
probably be in no shape, physically, and no 
doubt all rattled mentally. 

The question then seems to be how to 
comfortably protect them from coming for- 
ward because of a sudden stop and still be 
able to extract them rapidly, should the oc- 
casion arise. 

I have thought of padding the back of 
the front seat and the top in the event of a 
roll-over but there again—what happens 
when you apply your brakes hard? The front 
goes down, the rear seat up, and the kids 
sail right over the front seat and into the 
dash or windshield. All my padding would 
be wasted. 

I have thought of two lengths of pipe 
hinged on the sides such as in a ferris 
‘wheel; but the locks would never hold in 
the event of any severe pressure. I have 


thought quite, a bit of a little moves 
table but it would be difficult to get out 
the way when I have grown passengers get 
ting in or out of the car. The kids cow 
use the table to play or fight on. 
Maybe you have the answer. ' 
William W. Scott =| 
Daly City, California) 
Anyone have any answers on this one?) 
—Edity 
CLASSIC CONVERTIBLE i 
Gentlemen: ; 
I am a regular reader of Motor Trenogl 
note your recent request for pictures ‘| 


classics. I believe my 1932 Light-Eight 
Packard will qualify. It is a convertible 
and a rumble seat job. 

The grille on the Light-Eight is different 
from other Packards. The car is about per- 
fect in condition. I have other cars, including 
a 1030 six-wire wheel Lincoln like new. 

LeRoy Healey 

Tyndall, S. Dakota 
How about sending us a picture of your 
Lincoln, too.—Editor 


ANOTHER WINNER! 
Gentlemen: 

The answer to question in Puzzle Dept. 
Hudson was the manufacturer. It was a sedan 
built in 1932 for the Japanese Imperial 
Army. I have a photograph of this car. 

V. B. Smith 
Evansville, Ind. 


Congratulations on winning a year’s free 
subscription to MT. Although we originally 
announced that there would only be one 
winner to the question, “Can you name the 
Detroit manufacturer (still in business to- 
day) which built an eight-wheeled passenger 
vehicle?” we are happy to give this last sub- 
scription to our puzzle —Editor 


RARE PAINT JOBS 


Gentlemen: 

I saw the article about the unusual paint 
job in the March issue of Motor TREND, so 
I thought I’d send you a photo of the “cus- 


tom” paint job I did on my 1948 Packard. 
The background is cream medium with black 
stripes. Everyone thinks it’s unusual. 
Fabian E. Crout 
USNTC, San Diego, Calif. 
Gentlemen: 
The rare paint job photos are inspirational. 
Will send a photo of mine when finished. 
Darrell M. Richards 
Evanston, IIl. 
Please do! Others, follow suit —Editor 
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LIFE YOUR CAR! 


PHOTOS REVEAL WHAT 
HAPPENS INSIDE BATTERY 


ADD WATER ONCE A 
YEAR: AMAZING CAP 
RE-DISTILLS BATTERY 
WATER AS YOU. DRIVE— 
Water evaporating from 
battery re-condenses in 
chamber inside cap, drops 
back into battery actually 
re-distilled. Hole in top of 
cap allows gas fo escape. 
This helps cool the Lifetime 


Battery, lengthens 

life (a large percentage 

of failures in ordinary 
is due to over- 


Why do cost so much and wear out so soon? EVERY 
EAR, 4 47% of all car owners have to pay $16-$28 for 
a new ‘battery. Why? Can’t Batteries be improved? 


HERE ARE THE FACTS: technically, there never has been 
any reason why a battery could not be built that would last 
5 or 6 times as long as conventional batteries. In fact, such 
batteries have been built for years but have not been available 
to the American public because of foreign patent rights. 


AT LAST — basic German patents plus American production 
know-how have been combined to produce this Lifetime Bat- 
tery at the cost of an ordinary battery! 


Charges and Re-Charges Automatically— Under exacting labora- 
tory tests, batteries were deliberately discharged more than 
400 times, and each time they automatically “bounced back” 
to life within minutes. Virtually impossible to run down! Test 
batteries are still in operation after 10 years... no one knows 
how many additional years they may last. 


Secret Alloy Plates Defy Decomposition—Unlike ordinary zinc and 
lead battery plates which crumble, fall to the bottom of the 
case and eventually “short out,” the amazing Neutronic plates 
developed for the Lifetime battery are a special alloy of high 
molecular stability. 


High A Engineered for Sub-Arctic Use—With more than 
15 amperes higher power than any other car battery, the 
Lifetime battery gives an added boost needed for quick starts 
in coldest climates. Can’t freeze even at sub-zero temperatures. 


_Far more power than needed for starter, electric top and win- 


dows, lights, radio, heater, horns, wipers, electric fuel pumps, 
transmission, etc. 


Full 6-Year Guarantee Saves You Up to $90—The : average battery 
lasts 1.4 years at an average cost of $19.55, or $85.51 for a 
6-year period. Why keep throwing this money away? The new 
‘etime can easily be transferred to your new car 


CORROSION-RESISTANT 
TERMINALS INSURE 
PERMANENT CLEAN CONTACT 


ALYTE C. INSULATES 
CHARGE 

PERMANENT NEUTRONIC 

PLATES RE-CHARGE 
AUTOMATICALLY 
- FIBERGLASS INSULATION 

PERMITS FREE CIRCULATION 

OF ELECTROLYTE; 

CAN'T DETERIORATE 
. ULTRA-THIN EVERLASTING 
SEPARATORS ALLOW 

BIGGER PLATES 


ORDER BY MAIL 

: we pay shipping © 
If your dealer can’t supply you with the 
Lifetime Battery, send us oe ed name and 
address, plus make, model and year of 
car and we will ship cial ‘at once. 


balance plus ship- 


One price for all cars: only $24.95 post- 
paid ($28.95 for 12 volt). 


FREE INSTALLATION! 


We pay cost anywhere. 


you trade in. 


CONSOLIDATED ENGINEERS 


Dept. BT-5, 10411 W. Washington Bivd., Culver City, Calif. 


Consolidated Engineers, Dept. BT- 


10411 W. Washington Blvd., A bey City, Calif. 
6-Year Guarantee Please ship LIFETIME Battery at once: 
Backed by $75,000 Insurance  6-volt ($24.95) OD 12-volt ($28.95) 
No other battery produced today—or probably for many for. 
‘etime Battery must pass rigid tests for ag wer, enclose cash, check, or money order; you pay shipping costs. 
durance harging before eters I enclose $5 deposit; will pay balance & shipping costs COD. 
en the factory. Guaranteed to give 100% satisfactory Name 
service for 6 years. (Special guarantees available for 
commercial, industrial and farm use). Address. 
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Grids of Lifetime Battery 
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ETROIT, MICHIGAN—Look closely 
at the two color photographs of the 
Lincoln XL-500 which are reproduced 
on MOTOR TREND’S cover this month. 
(the name was changed after our cover went 
to press). Some of the more outstanding 
design features are expected to high- 
light the company’s 1954 models. 
According to the latest plans, reportedly 
being finalized at the factory, a new body is 
hurriedly going into the works. It will fea- 
ture, among many changes, the front grille 
and rear fender treatment of the experimental 
car. 
Orchids are due Chrysler for being the 
first automobile company to put the brakes 
on the so-called “horsepower race.” Earlier 
this year they had planned to announce a 220 
bhp engine, but after evaluating all factors 
involved, a decision has been reached to 
keep present powerplants at the 180 bhp 
level. With an engine that already gives 
the average motorist everything he will ever 
need and can possibly use, the move ranks as 


shrewd automotive statesmanship. 

The Detroit sports car pot continues to 
boil over with news and rumors. Chev- 
rolet formally announces that 300 Cor- 
vettes will be built in 1953 with con- 
siderably more scheduled for next year. 
Production will start in June which beats 
KF’s plans by one month and allows the GM 
division to claim a scoop. These first cars 
will be made of Fiberglas, but steel probably 
will be used in 1954. With an estimated 
7000 orders on hand for the car to date, 
this year’s output will not go too far to- 
wards satisfying demand. 

There is more happening behind Chevy’s 
door than is being announced, however. On 
the drawing boards for 1954 are two new 
Corvette models. One is a hardtop and 
the other is a convertible; both are 
four-seaters. The new models will be length- 
ened 20 inches in the frame so they will 
more traditionally with the extra 
Like the sports car roadster, 


handle 
passengers. 


production will be limited and the bodies 
will be made of steel. Frankly, these cars 
appear to be GM’s answer to Jaguar’s in- 
vasion of the American market. 


i1O1VO KAITILA 


Here is Plymouth’s XX-500, a custom-built six-passenger car designed by Plymouth 
engineers for styling research purposes. No production schedules have been announced 


A real hot rumor circulating around 
auto circles goes to the effect that a 
top GM executive is trying to persuade 
the corporation to sponsor four Cor- 
vettes in next year’s Le Mans race. If 
it comes to pass, these cars will surprise 
a great many enthusiasts! 

Other GM divisions are not likely to 
stand idly by and watch Chevy capture all 
the public plaudits for sports car courage. 
Both Buick and Oldsmobile may be expected 
to’ break out in limited production of the 
Wildfire and Starfire. In time these models 
probably will supersede the more conyen- 
tional Skylark and Fiesta, since there are 
indications that buyers prefer an all-out 
sports-type car. 

Plans by Ford to offer the Comete in this 
country as a sports model have been aban- 
doned, according to the latest information. 
Tests reveal that installation of an American- 
built engine is not satisfactory due to ex- 
tremely poor weight distribution with such 
a set-up. The European-built engine is far 
too under-powered for the domestic market. 


TOIVO 
Just announced is this new 1953 Nash-Healey Le Mans hardtop sports car, styled by 
Farina. Production will be limited. Car is powered by 140 bhp Nash Ambassador engine 


Negotiations are said to be underway 
in Toledo, Ohio between Willys and an 
English firm for distribution of a new 
foreign sports car in the United States. 
The Triumph sports car, introduced at 
the London auto show last fall, is the 
model in question. It uses the Standard 
engine which develops more than 80 bhp 
and over 100 mph. 

Even though it may not be officially 
labeled a sports car, Studebaker is be- 
lieved to have a model ready for this 
new market. It will be a roadster on a 
100-inch chassis, achieved by chopping 20 
inches ‘out of the Land Cruiser series. To 
give the car top performance, the new over- 
head cam head may be offered as optional 
equipment, the latest rumblings from re- 
liable sources indicate. 

While Hudson vigorously denies the 
fact, the rumor persists that they cur- 
rently have three Fiberglas sports cars 
under study. They were built by Kurtis on 
the Vukovich Indianapolis chassis, according 
to reports. 

Nash announces a hardtop addition to 
its sports car series. Like the open two- 
seater and the regular family passenger cars, 
it was styled by Pinin Farina. Power is pro- 
vided by the Dual Jetfire Ambassador en- 
gine, a six-cylinder, ohv mill developing 
140 bhp @ 4000 rpm. Bore and stroke is 
3% x 4% inches, it displaces 252.6 cubic 
inches, and has an 8:1 compression ratio. 
Wheelbase of the new car is 108 inches, 
height is 55 inches and weight is 2970 
pounds. Selling price will be over $6300. 

Two other companies also are unveiling 
new cars, one an experimental model and 
the other a _ production job. Although 
absolutely no specs have been released, 
Plymouth is showing a four-door sedan 
developed two or three years ago for 

(Continued on page 14) 
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COMPLETE — INCLUDING INSTALLATION 


Entirely Concealed; 
Deesn’t interfere With Leg Room: 


So simple that even the average woman can mai 
ter it in a few minutes! From the very trst day, 
you'll wonder how you ever got along without 
_ Shiftomatic. Takes all the work out of driving: 
combines convenience of automatic drive 
the feeling of perfect control and the swift. 
_ eration of manual shifting. 


AT LAST ...asimple, compact, rugged unit that converts 
any ’49, 50 or ’51 Ford to a completely new kind of auto- 
matic shift at less than 1% the cost of conventional auto- 
matic drive—yet gives you all these extra advantages: 


Automatic shifting at any speed, 2 to 3 times faster, 
without clashing of gears (in fact, it is absolutely 
impossible to strip or damage gears no matter 
how you drive! ). No slippage as with ordinary auto- 


) KAITILA 
matic drive. 


mouth 
yunced 


No maintenance cost: lubrication is built into pat- 
ented Shiftomatic at the factory, never needs atten- 


Guarantee: Not a gadget or 


lerway 

tion. Actually pays for itself by doubling clutch life a complicated piece of machinery, pat- 

10% i 4 

_— on gas, reducing brake wear 50% over 200,000 miles of road testing. 


states, 
‘ed at 
is the 


Every Shiftomatic unit must pass rigid 
testing standards at the factory for ma- 
terials, workmanship and performance. 


Just flick the pedal and you enjoy the smooth, quiet, 
performance and economy of free wheeling! Touch 
it again and you're in gear, with perfect control. 


indard 
0 bhp P 
: Emergency acceleration, engine braking instantly 
ial available in tight spots. Can’t jump out of gear (as 
cially with vacuum shift) when engine braking down See 
is steep grades. 
| is — — — — 
on a 
‘ours at 
ig 20 Only $10 Down...Balance Easy Terms Extra Cost! Heavily 
Free Installation: We pay all costs this 
tional Shiftomatic costs only $59.50 complete (nothing else to buy). attractive ac 
bse With each unit, we enclose simple, illustrated installation instruc-- cessory for 
tions plus a free installation certificate good for $10 cash when any Ford. 
th signed by any person (including yourself) who makes the instal- 
tered lation, Take to any garage, or do it yourself and we pay you $10. 
cur- If you install it yourself, no special tools needed. 
cars 
is on If you have a credit card with any major oil company, you can 
ding install Shiftomatic at once for only $10 down, balance $10 a 
month. Simply send us your name and address plus the number 
m te of your credit card and name of the oil company; enclose only $10 
‘aie, down and pay postman nothing. 
cars, If you prefer not to use your credit card privilege, send only $10 Se eee ee rm 
pro- deposit, pay balance plus shipping charges on arrival. Or send | &  SHIFTOMATIC, Dept. SM-5 ‘ 
ping AONEY-BACK GUARA NTEE: regal of the lan you selec H Please send Shiftomatic for my Ford: 
e is you must be fully satisfied with Shiftomatic or you may return the unit 4 } 
ubic within 19 days for full refund of the amount you have paid, Year (must be’49,‘50,0r‘51) Model (sedan, convertible, etc.) 
atio. 2 & ( I enclose $59.50 payment in full; you pay shipping. 
DEALER FRANCHISES 8 
hes, 8 1 enclose $10 deposit; | will pay bal lus shipping & 
| enclose $10 down payment; will balance (including 
A complete retail distrite- corvviee cherges) ot $104 month. 
ling vting organization is now 
being set up to handle 
and Credit Card Numbe i 
Manutacturers of Precision mand generated by odver- ‘ard Number Name of Oi! Company 
(Avtometive Products” tising and editorial features» Nome 
ed, in netione! magazines. - a 
lan intermation, write on your Address 
for 3447 East 15th Street, Dept. $M-5 lone State 
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That Continental Look 


The 


FOR ONLY 


9 95 


DELIVERED 


@ 100% high lustre chrome .. . 
sparkling beauty—long life 


@ All 4 installed in just 5 minutes 


Now—at an amazingly low price—you can give 
your car that popular continental look that’s 
‘ costing hundreds of dollars extra on today’s 
custom cars! The Spoke-ster is made of heavy 
gauge wire (not a stamping) . . . triple-plated 
guaranteed chrome . . chemically treated 
to prevent rust . . . Locks easily and securely 
over present hub caps. A real value! 


FOR ALL THESE CARS 


Ford 49-53; Chev. 49-53; Ply. 47-53; Pont. 
49-53; Olds 49-53; Dodge 49-53; DeSoto 
47-48; Stude. 51-53; Kaiser 47-53; Willys 
52-53; Nash 47-53; Nash Rambler 51-52 


MANUFACTURED BY MANSFIELD SIMUL WHEEL 
PATENT APPLIED FOR 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 


IMMEDIATE 


PARKWAY AUTO PRODUCTS 
SHIPMENT 


19821 Lahser Road 
Detroit 19, Michigan 
Please send me________ sets of 


Year Make. 
Name 

Addr. 

City. State 


ENCLOSED FIND: 

(C Payment in full (0 $5.00 Ship balance 
Postage prepaid C.0.D. plus postage 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Refunded 
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Editorial 


ST AT PRESSTIME, we returned 

from a cross-country trip (real cross- 
country, New York to Los Angeles, 2982 
miles) that burned some things into our 
mind even more indelibly than before. 
We'd like to take this opportunity to tell 
you about them, while they are so fresh in 
our thoughts. 

You’ve been hearing a lot lately about 
highway conditions in this broad country 
of ours. And we at Motor TreNpD have 
felt for a long time that there’s been good 
reason for it. If you want to have the in- 
adequacy of our national highway system 
hit home, take an enjoyable jaunt as we 
did over the Pennsylvania Turnpike. This 
327-mile strip of divided highway leaves 
you so impressed with the pleasures of 
driving with no stops, with no towns to 
pass through, rolling over smooth concrete 
pavement at authorized speeds of 60-70 
mph, that it takes all the joy out of driv- 
ing on any other type of road. It would not 
only be nice, but practical, to have such a 
toll road in each state. 

Another point that we’ve often made. 
but perhaps not strongly enough, is that 
a small car can be made as comfortable 
as a large car. Mere wheelbase is no strict 
measure of comfort. The trip we made was 
in a small car and was just as comfortable 
a ride as some we've experienced in much 
larger and heavier cars. As far as travel- 
ing speed is concerned, you can make as 
good time in a small car, since there are 
few places where you can (legally) use 
the full power of the larger cars. 

Having done a lot of night driving on 
this trip, the dire need of some quick 
action on headlight dimming was empha- 


(until General Motors introduced the Aus 


tronic Eye) during which no manufacture 


did anything about dimining. 


CROSS-COUNTRY TRIP IMPRESSIONSIN 


sized strongly. There was too long a time™ 


Much more needs to be done, and can 


be done, about this problem. Until some-™ 
thing is done, though, there are a fewm 


hints that you can follow if you want 


to make night driving more pleasant forg 


yourself—and the other fellow: 


(1) See that your headlights are in adsl 


justment (and that they stay that way). 
Can’t you recall dimming your lights at 
another car and as he dims his, one light 
dims and the other comes up bright? An- 
noying, isn’t it? That isn’t all. Enough of 
this, or any glare, can also be dangerous. 

(2) As you approach another car on the 
highway, see if you can dim your lights 


before he can dim his. You'll be surprised } 


how much eyestrain this will avoid; if 
you stubbornly wait for the other person, 
there may not be time for both of you to 
dim. 


(3) As you approach the crest of a hill 7 


and see lights beaming over the top, dim 
your lights. Nine times out of 10 the other 
diiver will dim his, too. Then, when you 
meet suddenly, you’re not blinded. 

(4) As you approach another car to 
overtake it. dim your lights. The other car 
may not be equipped with a two-way rear 
view mirror, and even if it is, your bright 
lights cause the other car’s shadow to be 
thrown ahead of it. You don’t actually 
need your bright lights until you start to 
overtake the other car. And if you flick 
your lights, the chances are the other 
driver will help you to pass him. 

—Walter A. Woron 


“Thanks for the push . . 


ANDERSON 


. but what are vou going 


to do about the scratches on my bumper?” — 
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AILABLE 


| srtrL COULD MEET ALL QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
PRIZE-WINNING Packard Pan American 


figinal Continental 
Helson-Whitebone— 


ADD NEW BEAUTY AND DISTINCTION 
TO YOUR CAR...WITH AN H-W 
CUSTOM REAR CONVERSION 


Just as it meets all qualifications for this glamorous Packard 
Pan American, winner of first prize at the International Motor 
Sports Show ...so will the H-W Continental add new beauty, 
distinction and dashing style to your car. Yet it is moderately 
priced, has many practical, useful features, and increases greatly 
the trade-in value of your car. But don’t accept an inferior 
substitute. Insist upon the original* H-W Continental. 
See it at your dealer’s today. 


HUDELSON-WHITEBONE CO. 


522 North Hickory St., Champaign, Illinois 
950 Van Ness Ave., San Francisco 9, Calif. 


— tiv, eels featured Matches the wi 
: 
FOR: 
— 
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To 
6) _ 
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ate G == Za CHEVROLET 
PACKARD CADILLAC 


CONTINENTAL FALSIE 


Your friends will never guess your bustle continental doesn’t hold a 
‘ tire. No folding or extending brackets to rattle. Same metal tire 
i cover, hub cap, and license bracket light as our regular kit that 
really holds the tire. Installed in a flash. 


$4750 $488 


1953 Chev. 49-53 Ford 
“Pont. 49-52 Chev. 
“Olds. 49-51 Merc. 
“Buick 49-51 Linc. 
“Merc. 49-52 Pont. 
“Linc. 50-52 Dodge 
Chrys. 50-52 DeSoto 
“DeSoto 50-52 Olds. 


Chrome outer band $10.00 extra. Other 
models available. Specify year and make 
of car. Prices on kits on request. 


MG Louver Disc $26.50 
MG Metal Tire Cover 14.95 
MG Knock Off Caps (5) 12.95 


Write for information on complete MG line. 


Wire Wheel Disc... $79.50 
15 in. only. Precision made of durable stain- 
less steel (Calnevar) 


Saucer (ripple) 13, 15 or 16 in................. $19.50 
Fender Skirts 

49-51 Ford, $14.95 Del $17.50 
49-51 Merc, $15.95...................... Deluxe, 18.50 
52-53 Ford & Merc., $12.50........ Deluxe, 17.50 
53 Chrys., DeSoto, Dodge, Plymouth........ 17.50 
49-53 Chev........... 14.95 

Skirts for all cars 

Lowering blocks, 3 in. $4.50; 2 in............. $ 3.50 
Safety belts (per person) .......................... 14.95 
Leather conditioner cream 1.00 
Custom grille bar 49-52 Ford................ 20.95 
Bull nose 49-51 Ford, 49-52 Chev............ 3.95 


Dealerships available—write on your letterhead 
We distribute Belond Equa-Flow Exhaust Systems 


25% Deposit required on all orders 
Price F.O.B. Los Angeles 
Add 3% sales tax if you live in Calif. 


ACCESSORIES LID. 


DESIGNERS—MANUFACTURERS 


1529-E Victory Blvd. Glendale 1, Calif. Phone Citrus 1-1511 
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Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 10) 
styling and research study.. Called the 
XX-500, it is one of the ears which 
Ghia collaborated on. 

Willys’ Ace Series four-door sedan 
is now on display. It is powered by the 
90 bhp Hurricane six-cylinder F-head engine, 
Notable styling improvements are a one-piece 
windshield and a wrap-around rear window. 

Automatic transmissions continue to 
be in the spotlight with the announce. 
ment of new units by Plymouth and 
Borg-Warner, selling for $135 and $280, 
respectively. 

Named Hy-Drive, Plymouth’s optional 
device is a torque converter which is 
mounted ahead of the standard clutch and 
three-speed transmission in place of the 


Plymouth’s Hy-Drive transmission permits 
direct shifting into third for normal use 


flywheel. Actually, it is nearly identical with 
the new Dodge Gyro-Torque Drive and fol- 
lows the same principle used on all Chrysler 
Corporation semi-automatic drives. 

For all normal driving, a Hy-Drive 
equipped car is fired up in neutral and 
shifted directly into third. The use of the 
clutch and gear selector is eliminated there- 
after. Stopping is done by applying the brake 
alone, and starting through regular use of 
the accelerator pedal. 

Manual shifting through first and second 
is possible, but almost never needed except 
for pulling through heavy sanc or for engine 
braking in descending steep mountain grades. 

The oil supply of Hy-Drive is integral with 
the engine lubricating system, eliminating 
need for an additional oil pump and sump. 
As a result oil capacity has been increased 
from five quarts to 11 quarts, but company 
engineers recommend changes only twice a 
year instead of every 1000 miles or so. 

Performance tests by Plymouth engineers 
indicate favorable acceleration in competi- 
tion with a manually shifted model. Initial 
torque approximates that of low gear. At 
20 mph, torque is equal to second. At 35 
to 40 mph multiplication ceases and there 
is a 1:1 ratio between input and output 
shafts. (See “Briefs by the Editors.”) 
Borg-Warner’s transmission is de- 
signed for the Jaguar Mark VII, making 
this car the second British product to use 
an American automatic shift on export 
models. Rolls-Royce has adopted GM’s Hy- 
dra-Matic unit with minor changes. 
Basically, the Jag transmission is the same 
as that used by Studebaker. It is a combina- 
tion of a simple hydraulic torque converter 


(Continued on page 16) 
Motor Trend 


May 


; 
| 4 
| 
| 
‘ 
i 
| 


d the 
which 


sedan 
by the 
‘ngine, 
»-piece 
indow. 
ue to 
unce- 
and 


$280, 


‘ional 
ch is 
1 and 
f the 


May 1953 


U. S.PATENT OFFICE 


TRADE MARK REG. 


Interlocking principle positively 

prevents slipping under any loa 
Precision machined inter- ... the heavier the job the greater 
locking surfaces provide per- the interlocking action. 
fect iit, thus distributing 
pressure evenly. 


New type wide base lugs pro- 
vide maximum cross section 
strength ... cannot shear. 


New interlocking design 
minimizes stress on joint 


“Rite Angle’’ teeth guar- 
antee maximum biteand * 
minimum wear. 


New nose design provides 
greater utility for gripping 


small objects. se 


Patented design of tension edge 
provides more strength and eli- 
minates stress concentration at 
channels. 
Channellock pliers are listed in the 
Yellow Pages of most Telephone 
Directories under ‘‘Tools'’ 


Here’s the new, improved Channellock Plier—bringing to you new features which 
offer more positive gripping, greater strength and longer wear. The undercut interlocking 
channel is the first really new idea in plier design in years. Engineering skill. has developed 
a plier with new patented features which give you the newest, strongest, most practical 
plier you can buy. Here is a plier that will last for years! Channellock Pliers—made only 
by Champion DeArment Tool Company, Meadville, Pa. 


Send for your Catalog today. 


OTHE, 
CHAMPION DeARMENT modes 
CHAMPION DeARMENT TOOL CO. os MEADVILLE, PA. 
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DSM COILS 
for all cars! 


Here is the finest igni- 
tion coil in the world. 
,000 output 

faster acceleration 
smoother performance 
. greater economy. 


$15.25 


Coils come with brack- 
ets and instructions. 
Quick-simple installa- 
tion . . . only 15 min. 
with 
make model. 
POINT? Breaker 
plate kits by DSM. 
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FENDER 
SKIRTS 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 


FORD-MERCURY-LINCOLN 


Ford 1949-51 (ribbed) 9.95 0 
1949-51 (cut down 
. Merc. type) 14.95 
Ford 1949-51 en type) 95 
Ford 1949-51 (flare bottom 12.95 


Ford-Mercury 1952-53 (full type 
w/bottom flare) 2.50 
Lincoln-Mercury 1949-. 
PLYMOUTH-DODGE-DE SOTO-CHRYSLER (Mo-Par type) 
Ply.-Dod.-DeS.-Chrys. 1946-48 
“Py. -Dod.-DeS.-Chrys. 1949-52 
Plymouth-DeS.-Chrys. 1953 
CHEVROLET-PONTIAC-BUICK 


RBS 
ooo ooo 


Chevrolet 1946-48 (Fleetline) 12.95 
Chevrolet 1946-48 (w/midgs) 16.95 
*Chevrolet 1949-52 like original) 9.95 
*Pontiac 1949-52 (like original) 11.95 
*Buick 1950-53 14.95 
OTHER CARS : 
Chevrolet (tudor) 1949-52 
(w/bottom flare) 19.95 (7 
Pontiac (tudor) 1949-52 
(w/bottom flare) 19.95 
Willys <a 1952 = flare) 19.95 
Studebaker 1946-52 (all models) 10.95 
BOX SKIRTS . . . all cars 9.95 7 
TEARDROP SKIRTS . . . all 95 


*All 18.95 
(All obove skirts have jocking te levers and adjustable ends) 


Accessory 
Mouldings 


or 
FORD-MERCURY 
PLYMOUTH 
DODGE-DESOTO 
Write for catalog 
and prices. 
Custom 


Grille 
Fords 1909-52 19.95 


Engineered to work 
perfectly. Give smooth- 


Hollywood DEEP TONE DUALS 

1935-48 Ford-Mercury 

1949-53 Ford-Mercury 

1949-53 Oldsmobile 

1951-52 Studebaker 

1953 Buick (exc. conv.) 

1951-52 Chrysler V-8 (exc. conv.) 

1953 Chrysler V-8 (exe. conv.) 
incl. power steering 

1953 Dodge 

1952 DeSeto (exc. conv.) 

1953 DeSoto Cust. ited (exe. conv.) 
incl. power steerin 

1942-52 Chevrolet (split manifold 
system) 39.95 

Duals less mufflers deduct $8.00 


& 


Set of four 20.95 () 


No matter what your 
needs may be, ask us 
for it. We carry a com- 
plete line of Automo- 
tive Parts. Our supply 
is always as complete 
as possible and priced 
to fit the pocketbook. 


| 
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er engine ance, DUAL COMBINATION SETS 
higher more Complete with headers 
motor zip. 1937-52 Ford-Mercury 44.95 (1) 
Available for Fords, 1949-52 ——— 55.95 
Mercurys and Chevro- 1951-52 Studebal 55.95 
lets. Less deduct $8.00 
Write for information EXHAUST HEADERS 
prices. 1937-52 Ford-Mercury 19.95 () 
WIRE 
WHEEL ORDER TODAY FROM MICHIGAN'S LARGEST KNOWN 
DISCS AUTOMOTIVE MAIL ORDER HOUSE... 
Beautiful— 
Made to fit all cars 
with 15” wheels. 
Stainless Steel 
Give car that City Zone. State. 
Customized look. 


Be sure check is enclosed for proper amount. 
Name of Car: 


Model. 


MICHIGAN MOBIL PARTS COMPANY 


1301 Mayfiower St. 
Lincoln Park 25, Michigan 


Year 


(Continued from page 14) 
and two sets of planetary gears which giye 
two forward speeds and one reverse. The 
torque converter provides an infinitely vari. 
able torque multiplication up to an equival. 
lent gear ratio of 2.16:1; low gear ratio js 
2.308:1 and intermediate is 1.345:1. 

A Jaguar fitted with the Borg-Warner 
transmission normally starts in the _ inter. 
mediate gear, indicated as “D” position on 
the selector which is located below the steer. 
ing wheel. The car is then accelerated to 4 


Jaguar Mark VII is second British export 
product to use an American automatic shift 


point where the torque converter is acting 
purely as a fluid coupling. A clutch plate 
locks out the converter and gives direct 
drive, which is equal to top gear in a manual 
transmission. 
Among other features are: automatic 
downshifts at speeds up to 60 mph; use of 
“L” range for rapid acceleration with man- 
ual shift to “D” range up to 40 mph (the 
system can be worked in reverse for engine 
braking); an anti-creep device to keep the 
car stationary when halted in traffic and 
a hill-holding mechanism to prevent rear- 
ward roll when the selector is in “D” posi- 
tion; a system whereby the selector may be 
placed in “R” position at speeds above 10 
mph and not take effect until forward mo- 
tion drops to two mph; and provision for 
rocking in mud, snow or sand by easy shift- 
ing between “L” and “R” or “D” and 
“R” positions. 
As installed in the Jaguar, the clutch 
pedal is eliminated and the brake pedal is 
positioned for easy left foot operation. 
Borg-Warner indicates that it is dickering 
with other European gar makers for adop- 
tion of the transmission. As a result, it may 
be that in the near future most family-type 
cars imported into the U.S. will be 
equipped with automatic shifting devices in 
an attempt to lure more American buyers 

away from domestic makes. 
—Harry Cushing 


“Dad, how come you're not 
picking her up this time?” 
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NOW! The New. Luxury Monte Carlo’ Model 


The Ultimate in Continental Styling 


Wire Wheel Discs 


( Continental Styled ) 


Now Gay-Lord introduces the aristocrat of wire wheel discs 

. . . its latest and most lavish contribution to the popular 
continental look ofluxury—the magnificent Monte Carlo model. 
Never before have you seen such true-precision, extra-heavy 
gauge, smart looking wire wheel discs. The Gay-Lord Monte 
Carlo, with “knock-off” type hubs, replaces the ordinary wheel 
disc easily, quickly, without interfering with existing wheel balance 
weights. Gleaming, one-piece, chrome steel construction . . . super- 
strong, extra-heavy stainless steel wire spokes of a quality until now 
undreamed of. Whether your car is old or new, give it that fashionable 
continental dash, with a set of sparkling Gay-Lord Monte Carlo Wire 
Wheel Dises—only $89.50 for four discs, including “knock-off” type hubs. 
The Gay-Lord Monte Carlo fits all cars with standard 15-inch wheels. Send 
the coupon today for this value of a lifetime. 


The Continental styled Gay-Lord Wire Wheel Disc (Standard Model), with “knock- 
off” type hubs, is available at $79.50 for a set of 4 wheels. Fits all 15-inch wheels. 


10 DAY FREE TRIAL (Print Your Name & Address) 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
GAY-LORD AUTOMOTIVE DIVISION, 
Gaylord-Shelton Inc. Dept. MT-5 
1918 Prairie Avenue, Chicago 16, Illinois 


Please send me at once ........ .. sets of 
Gay-Lord “Monte Carlo” Wire Wheel Discs 


O Only $89.50 Prepaid. Check or Money 
Order for full amount enclosed. 


D C.O.D. Full amount of $89.50 and ship- Add 2% Sales Tax in Illinois 
ping charges to be paid on delivery. 
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THE MALLORY PRODUCTS ADVERTISED ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE ARE SOLD BY THE FOLLOWING CONCERNS: 
Just a few have been listed. If your city is not included, write to the factory for name of the dealer nearest you. 


Birmingham 


Tucson 


Los Angeles 
San Francisco 
Denver 
Washington 
Orlando 


Atlanta 


Decatur 
Macon 
Pocatello 


Chicago 


Evansville 
Gary 


Hammond 
Indianapolis 


Muncie 


South Bend 


Des Moines 
Kansas City 


Mission 
Wichita 


Louisville 


Baltimore 


Boston 
Cambridge 


Dearborn 
Detroit 


Grand Rapids 
Jackson 
Kalamazoo 
Pontiac 


Saginaw 


ALABAMA 
Friction Materials, 816 N. Second Ave. 
E. Greenburg Auto Parts Co., 1131 Third Av. 


ARIZONA 
Leo’s Auto Supply, 2823 N. Stone Ave. 
CALIFORNIA 
J. F. Dixon Company, 1835 S. Hope St. 
H. G. Makelim Magneto Repair Co., 
1583 St. 
COLORA 
Pille Bros., eg 748 Broadway 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Roberts Brothers Co., 17th & U Sts., N.W. 
FLORIDA 
Bailey Motor Equip. Co., 78 N. Garland St. 
GEORGIA 
Max Auto Parts Co., 531 Marietta St., N.W. 
Smith Tire Co., 155 Decatur St., S.E. 
Viaduct Armature Works, 
11 Courtland St., N.E. 
Ponce de Leon Service Center, 
203 W. Ponce de Leon Ave. 
Jack Mann Company, 675 Third St. 
IDAHO 
Billmeyer’s Wholesaler, 240 S. Arthur 
ILLINOIS 
Belpark Auto Parts Co., 3021 N. Cicero Ave. 
George J. Carter, 6616 N. Chicora 
(SALES REPR.) 
Grancor Automotive Specialists, 
5150 N. Western Ave. 
National Ignition, 2002 S. State St. 
Speed Sport Equip., 4866 Milwaukee Ave. 
Van Bergen & Greener, Inc., 1619 N. Hoyne 
Bill Von Esser, 3307 W. Irving Park Rd. 
INDIANA 
Robert L. Bilger, 311 W. High St., 
Hicksville, Ohio (SALES REPR. ) 
Moutoux Auto & Machine Co., 
517 Locust St. 
Broadway Auto Parts 
C-L Auto Supply, 3886 Broadway 
Calumet Auto Parts, 5503 Calumet Ave. 
Jack Kidwell Elec. Co., 1331 N. Capitol Ave. 
Ralph’s Muffler Shop, 
852-56 Massachusetts Ave. 
Tom Cherry Automotive Engineering, 
1800 S. Liberty St. 
The Ronval Co., 1214 E. Calvert St. 
Standard Automotive Supply, 
412 S. Lafayette Blvd. 
IOWA 
Electric Serv. & Sales Co., 1313 Walnut St. 


KANSAS 
Millard Auto Supply Co., 
941 Minnesota Ave. 
Mission Auto Supply, 5807 Johnson Drive 
Hall’s Speed Shop, 1205 E. Lincoln 
KENTUCKY 
Ellingsworth Auto Electric Co., 
1005 E. Broadway 
MARYLAND 
Capitol Speed Parts, 3032 S. Hanover St. 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Harvey Sales & Serv. Co., 1375 Boylston St. 
New England Speed Equipment 
169 Brighton Avenue 
MICHIGAN 
Standard Auto Supply, 21961 Michigan Ave. 
Detroit Racing Equipment Co., 
20181 Conant Ave. 
Skippy’s Hot Rod Shops, 
5842 Michigan Ave. 
Reme’s Auto Parts, 2601 S. Division 
C. E. Hamlin Co., 225 N. Jackson St. 
Lovejoy, Inc., 159 Portage St. 
Willis Carburetor & Electrical Service, 
801 Auburn Ave. 
Ken-Russ Speed Equipment, 907 E. Genesee 


Hibbing 


Kansas City 


Billings 
Great Falls 


Carlsbad 
Buffalo 

New York City 
Rochester 
Charlotte 


Akron 
Canton 


Cincinnati 


Cleveland 


Columbus 


Toledo 


Portland 
Philadelphia 


Reading 
Scranton 


Columbia 
North Augusta 


Rapid City 
Chattanooga 
Memphis 
Nashville 


Abilene 
Corpus Christi 
Dallas 
Houston 


Salt Lake City 


Richmond 
Seattle 


Spokane 
Tacoma 


Beckley 


Bluefield 
Charleston 


Milwaukee 


Windsor, Ont. 


MINNESOTA 
K. B. Supply Co., Highway 169 West 
MISSOURI 
Becker-Florence Electric Co., 1611 Oak St. 
Colby’s Tune Up Service, 6730 Prospect Ave. 
Hollywood Motors, 2743 McGee St. . 
MONTANA 
C. & J. Parts Service, 5 North 35th St. 
Automotive Specialties Co., 314 First Ave., S. 
NEW MEXICO 
The Garrett Tire & Supply Co. 
NEW YORK 
Kar Motor Rebuilders, Inc., 
1159 Jefferson Ave. 
Bethlehem Equipment Corp., Ltd., 
109 W. 64th St. 
Harmon Automotive Corp., 16 Charlotte St. 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Shuman & Thompson, 325 Lincoln St. 
OHIO 
Austin Ignition Co., 56 N. Union St. 
Carburetor Sales & Service, 
820 E. Tuscarawas St. 
Hooper Ignition Serv., 2724 Woodburn Ave. 
Motor Rim Mfrs. Co., 1825 24th St. 
Stromberg Sales & Service Co., 
3330 Superior Ave., N.E. 
Air Brake Service Co., 684 N. 4th St. 
Alfred E. Kayes, 1550 Grenoble Road 
(SALES REPR. IND.-OHIO) 
Peters Johnston Co., 262 S. Third St. 
Tom’s Muffler Shop, 3029 Indianola 
Mather Distributing Co., 3977 Monroe St. 


OREGON 
Magneto Equip. Co., 1111 S.E. Grand Ave. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Krechmer Motor Parts, Inc., 
5110 Walnut St. 
Motor Ignition Co., 1526 Fairmount Ave. 
W. R. Strunk, 925 Greene St. 
Joe’s Carburetor Service, 868 Providence Rd. 
SOUTH CAROLINA 
Thain’s Auto Service, 1519 Taylor St. 
Manley’s Paint Shop, 1609 Georgia Ave. 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
Hoseth Auto Electric Co., 324 St. Joseph St. 
TENNESSEE 
Honest Charley Speed Shop, 
1100 McCallie Ave. 
Union Auto Electric Service, 1017 Union St. 
Berlin’s Auto Trim Supply Co., 
1610 West End Ave. 


TEXAS 
Auto Parts Co., Inc., 490 Pine St. 
6 Points Auto Supply Co., 1013 Ayres St. 
Ralph E. Russell Co., 8738 Canyon Drive 
(SALES REPR.) 
Ochterbeck Factoryzing Co., 2107 Smith 


. UTAH 
John Lelis Auto Machine Co., 
843 S. Main St. 
VIRGINIA 
The Kline ran 2725 W. Broad St. 
WASHINGTO! 
E. F. Oman Co., 2212 Fourth Ave. 
Motor Supply Co., 1202 W. First Ave. 
Wright’s Automotive Service, 
710 Commerce St. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Fred Bailes & Co., P. O. Box 1310 (SALES 
REPR. ALA., GA, KY., MISS., N. & S. 
CAR., TENN., VA., W. VA.) 
Groseclose Auto Electrical Service, 
Mercer St. at McCulloch Ave. 
Eastern Garage, 411 Elizabeth 
WISCONSIN 
Midwest Speed & Power Equipment Co., 
2206 St. 


ADA 
Stewart ‘ia Co. of Canada, 
P. O. Box 481 (SALES REPR®) 
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MALLORY ELECTRIC CORP 
DETROIT 4,MICH.,US.A 
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BRAKE FAILURE 


STO OVERHEATING © RAPID WEAR 


*GLAZED LINING WATER SOAKING 


DOUBLE Brake Life this EASY Way! 
Save up to *45.00 Relining Costs 


Your brakes are OK, you say?—Maybe you've just had them relined, or perhaps 
you're driving a new car—the driver of this car had his relined only two weeks before “it” 
hoppened—yet on a clear, sunny day, his car hurtled out of control down an inclined 
street and tore into a loaded gravel truck. It was an old story to the ambulance crew, the 
police, and the insurance adjustors. Brake Fade had claimed another victim. 


WHY YOUR BRAKES CAN SUDDENLY FAIL 


When brake linings and drums become overheated due to heavy traffic conditions, long grades, 
mountain driving, or emergency stops, the drums “bell out’ requiring more pedal travel, and the 
lining surface ‘chars,’ forming an oily “ash.” The ash acts as a lubricant so that even when brakes 
are pushed to the floorboards, the car cannot be stopped. A “runaway” tragedy is often the 

result. The effect is the same when, on rainy days, water seeps onto brake linings. The sudden 
emergency—the futile attempt to stop—the grinding crash. Byt there IS something you can do— 


BRAKE KOTE — How it Works 

Brake-Kote is the sensational new silver, copper, and lead brake condi P d that actually 
metalizes all lining and drum surfaces ‘with a friction and temperature regulating ‘ ‘armor.’ 
Brake-Kote impregnates the lining fibers and the microscopic pores of drums, creating a durable, 
metallic coating, with properties of extreme wear resistance and high thermal conductivity. This 
provides super-smooth out -metal’’ friction surfaces, doubling the life of linings—sealing them 
against water soaking. Brake-Kote gives you more than double the number of smooth, even, safe stops— 
Guarantees to reduce: @ Brake Fade © Drum Scoring & Warping @ Lining Squeaks 
®@ Rapid Lining Wear @ Chatter & Grabbing © Uneven Pulling © Tire Wear ig 

from mo Metal 


Ii 
APPLY IT YOURSELF — Quickly, Easily 


Brake-Kote is easy to apply . . . by using the applicator furnished. Simply “pull” your brake 
drums, following the instructions enclosed, and “paint” Brake-Kote onto the surface 

of your linings and drums. Replace the drums and that’s all there is to it. Do it yourself 

... takes only about 2 hour. One application usually lasts 40,000 miles. 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
Accept only genuine original Brake-Kote—exclusive formula contains real silver, with copper 
. highest in heat dissipation. Full purchase price will be refunded if you are not completely 
satisfied. Don’t put it off; order by mail today. Remember—brake failure rarely gives 
warning, and one failure could cost your life! 


Recommended for clutch facings, too. 


ENGINE PRODUCTS CO. : 

5801 E. Beverly Bivd., Dept. 6 
DEALERS: 1 Los Angeles 22, Calif. 1 
:ENGINE PRODUCTS CO, Write on your find $4.95, ship POSTPAID 
Kote dealer plan |! ‘ome i 
other items we § City... Zone... 
PHONE: UNderhill 0-4978 manufacture. 
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Our policy has always been 
to keep our readers informed 
about schemes to remove 
money from the car owner’s 
pocket. Here is a scheme that 
is just within the limit of the 
law. Now MOTOR TREND 


the car finance 
racket! 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


N RECENT MONTHS a racket has developed which has 
cost many automobile purchasers large sums of money. The 
success of the racket depends on a smooth and convincing sales- 
man and the gullibility and induced negligence of the buyer. 
It is that type of scheme which is successful as a result of trust 
and confidence reposed by the buyer in the seller. It has become 
so extensive that its operation and effect must be seriously con- 
sidered before the purchase of any vehicle. 

The downfall of the purchaser comes after he has agreed to 
purchase a specific car at a specific price and before any of the 
papers are signed. It is well known that more than go per cent 
of the cars sold in the United States are financed. Interest rates 
therefore make a big difference in the total price of a given car. 
Assume that a contract balance of $2000 remains and that the 
car is financed for 30 months at six per cent interest. The pur- 
chaser will pay a total of $300 as interest for his car. Assume 
now that the same car is financed for 30 months at 13 per cent 
interest. In the latter situation the purchaser pays a total of 
$650 as interest for the car; a difference of more than too per 
cent. No matter how you view the situation, money paid out 
as ivtevest musc ie added to the oviginal purchase price. 

Most car buyers are well aware of these figures prior to the 
time they decide to purchase a car. As a result, the average pur- 
chaser attempts to negotiate a transaction at a lot which dis- 
plays a sign reading “bank terms” or “bank rates.” In addition, 
the average purchaser informs the salesman that he wants the 
car financed at bank rates or through a bank with which the 
purchaser has had a prior account. The buyer is then informed 
that the seller finances all his cars with a bank and he is assured 
that he is receiving “bank terms.” These assurances and the ex- 
istence of the signs may or may not mean a thing, for it is at 
this point that the racket comes into existence. Lulled into a 
feeling of security, the buyer signs a car order and usually a 
blank conditional sales contract. 

The excitement inherent in the purchase of a new or newer 
vehicle reigns supreme and usually lasts until the contract is 
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studied in detail. Close study may indicate that the car is fi- 
nanced with a bank, but at 13 per cent interest instead of six 
per cent. Pleas, demands, and threats, are of no avail; the buy- 
er has contributed an additional $350 to the dealer’s profit. 
Those unscrupulous dealers who perpetrate a racket such 
as this will naturally have an answer for the disillusioned 
purchaser. The buyer is informed that the extra seven per cent 
interest is collected and held by the bank for the dealer’s repos- 
session fund. In other words, the buyer learns that he is paying 
seven per cent extra interest so that the dealer can build up a 
fund for himself in the event that the purchaser, or, any other 
purchaser, defaults, and the dealer is obliged to repossess. 
How does the bank figure in this transaction? For many years 
some banks have maintained a high-powered advertising cam- 
paign aimed at the American public. We have all been informed 
that the phrase “bank terms” means an interest rate of six, or 
at the most, seven per cent. Actually, most banks are more 
than willing to finance a new car at five per cent and a used 
car at six per cent. Certainly the majority of banks are anxious 
to finance a new car at six per cent and a used car at seven 
per cent. At these rates, the bank is left with its customary 
profit for it rarely pays more than two per cent on funds de- 
posited in saving accounts. In addition, a bank handles nothing 
but the “cream” of the financial transactions. This is true be- 
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AUTOMOBILE ORDER AND STATEMENT OF TRANSACTION 
FEB 7 
— 
Make Model Serine — Body 
To be delivered on OF about — ALS 
OPs. Ceiling Price Selling Price 
Insurance covers the interests of the purchaser and vendor. 
(Req not now ana wer 9 
any oth 
sale. Loss, Hf ony. pey® 
All terms and conditions of this sale jacluded In 
Company: Used Cart sold strictly and are not iquaranteed ae 
made. fall to accept elivery of the car days cation 
fu 
PURCHASER 
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cause prior to the purchase of a contract a bank insists that: 
(1) the purchasers’ credit rating be approved; and (2) the deal- 
er signs a guarantee that if the purchaser defaults, then the 
dealer will make the payments. 

It is therefore apparent that very little risk is assumed by 
the bank. With everything to gain and very little to lose, some 
banks (in an effort to obtain more business) side with the seller 
to the detriment of the buyer. A bookkeeping system is devised 
in which the excess of interest, over and above the normal rate 
of interest, is credited to the seller’s account. If the disillusioned 
purchaser questions the bank regarding the exorbitant rate of 
interest he is obliged to pay, he receives an answer which varies 
greatly from the answer given him by the dealer. At the bank 
he is informed that the extra interest charged is a consideration 
exacted by the dealer in return for the guarantee by the dealer 
in the event the purchaser defaults. This is poppycock! The 
bank insists on such a guarantee even on a straight five or six 
per cent contract and generally will refuse the “paper” unless it 
is guaranteed. 

Sometimes an unhappy purchaser is informed by a bank that 
the extra interest is credited to the dealer’s account so that the 
dealer will maintain with the bank a certain percentage of cash, 
in proportion to the total amount the bank has advanced in 
financing the dealer’s cars. Generally this is true; but if the 
dealer chooses to arrange this type of financing with the bank, 
it is difficult to see why a purchaser must contribute to the 
dealer’s fund. In any event, the racket under discussion results 
from the dealer’s misleading statements which cause the pur- 
chaser to believe that his car will be financed at six per cent 
when it will actually be financed at 12 or 13 per cent. 

Schemes designed to part a purchaser from his money are 
usually engineered by a few of the many dealers in business in 
each community. You can be well assured that they are just 
within the limit of the law and the purchaser is generally with- 
out a remedy. Certainly if the dealer was financing the car 
himself, he would have the right to charge the maximum rate of 
interest permitted in his particular state. In this racket, how- 
ever, the dealer is not actually financing the car; the bank is, and 
the purchaser has the right to assume that he is receiving true 
bank rates. 

It therefore behooves a purchaser to make careful calculations 
after he has decided on the car he wishes to purchase and before 
he signs a purchase order. The calculations should take less than 
five minutes and may save you $350. 

Assume again that the contract balance is $2000. Multiply 
this figure by six per cent if the car is to be financed for 12 
months—by 12 per cent if the car is to be financed for 
24 months—and by 15 per cent if it is to be financed for 30 
months. Add the total to the contract balance ($2000) and 
divide this figure by 12, 18, 24, or 30 as the case may be. The 
answer, or figure, is the total monthly payment that you should 
make, and if the contract figures do not agree with yours, find 
out why. $ 

Moror TREND readers should also know that interest rates 
vary in different states. In some states 10 per cent is the maxi- 
mum rate permitted by law, while in other states it is 12 per 
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cent. However, if your credit rating is good, you should experi- 
ence no difficulty in obtaining true bank rates. Most states also 
have a cute gimmick in the law which operates to the detriment 
of the buyer. It permits a dealer to charge an additional per 
cent on the entire contract balance if the first payment is de- 
ferred for a certain period of time. In California, as an example, 
the maximum interest rate is 12 per cent. Purchasers are in- 
formed that no payment is due for this specific period of time. 
This seems like a wonderful boon to the purchaser, but as a 
result, the dealer is entitled to charge 13 per cent interest in- 
stead of 12. The purchaser is forced to pay an additional $50 
for the privilege of deferring his first payment for a period of 
a few days, or even one day. 
Refer to the simplified car order figures shown here. 


TRANSACTION NO. 1: 


Sales Price. $3444.00 

Extra Equip t 155.00 

Sales Tax 107.97 

License 1.00 
Total Cash Price $3707.97 

Used Car Allowance $1200.00 

less Payoff 100.00 

Net Allowance $1100.00 

Cash with order. 607.97 1707.97 
Unpaid balance $2000.00 
Finance charges 300.00 
Total time payment balance........ $2300.00 


Payable in 30 monthly payments of $76.67 each, beginning March 
15, 1953. 


TRANSACTION NO. 2: 
Identical detail figures as Transaction No. 1, except as follows: 


Unpaid balance $2000.00 
Finance charges 650.00 
Total time payment balance $2650.00 


Payable in 30 monthly payments of $88.33 each, beginning April 
1, 1953. 

It is readily apparent that in one transaction, the purchaser’s 
monthly payments are $11.66 per month higher than in the 
other transaction and yet the same car is purchased with the 
same down payment. Over a period of 30 months this amounts 
to $349.80; more than twice the finance charges computed at 
six per cent. On the higher contract, the dealer has deferred the 
first payment until April, in order to obtain an extra per cent 
on the total unpaid balance. 

On the original order of one of the above contracts, an entire 
paragraph referring to the “as is” condition of the car was 
stricken and initialed by the purchaser and the dealer. If this 
is not done, the car is purchased “as is” and without a guarantee. 
regardless of the promises and statements of the salesman. The 
moral is simple. If the car is represented as being in good condi- 
tion or as a one-owner car, or if it is to be guaranteed in any 
way, strike the subject paragraph and have it initialed. If you 
don’t, you are bound by its terms, and they are mighty severe. 

Keep these facts in mind the next time you purchase an 
automobile. They can save you hundreds of dollars. If you slip 
and sign a contract which provides for 13 per cent interest, the 
courts will take a dim view of your cry for relief. Remember, 
“HE WHO IS FOREWARNED IS FOREARMED.” 
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An MT Research Report 
BOX SCORE: 


ACCELERATION 
Standing mile 
30-60 mph 

BODY WORK 

BRAKES 

Stopping distance avg. 

@ 30, 45, 60 mph 

EASE OF HANDL:NG 

FUEL ECONOMY 

Averages @ 30, 

45, 60 mph 

INTERIOR 

RIDE 

ROADABILITY 

TOP SPEED 

This box score is based on the average of all 

‘52 cars tested except for the ratings on Interior 

and Ride, which refer to the average of other 


- in the same price class (see February ‘53 
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An improved suspension system 

gives these 50th Anniversary 

Fords better handling and better 
roadability characteristics 


By Jim Potter and Walt Woron 
Photos by Jack Campbell 


ACING THE RACE at Indianapolis 
later on this month is a 1953 Ford 
Sunliner convertible coupe. This in itself 
isn’t too astounding. Pace cars aren’t chos- 
en because they’re fast enough to keep out 
of the race cars’ way. It does serve to 
point up, however, the coming battle with 
Chevrolet for sales. Ford, in its 50th anni- 
versary year, would like nothing better 
than to regain the lead it held some 20 
years ago. 

As reported in the March 5, 1953 issue 
of Jron Age, Ford has jumped into the 
sales lead in 1953. /ron Age said, “On the 
basis of new registrations, Ford led in 
January sales in 18 of 27 states which 
have reported to date.” It was claimed 
that “Ford sold 46,900 passenger cars 
during the month against 38,719 for 
Chevrolet, giving Ford 21 per cent of to- 
tal new car sales against 17.3 per cent for 
Chevrolet.” Although this may be partially 
attributed to the fact that Chevrolet made 
its new car announcements after the first 
of January, it does indicate that these 
two top producers may be in a hot con- 
test before the year is over. 

The car furnished for our latest test by 
the Ford Motor Company was a 1953 Ford 
V-8 Customline four-door sedan equipped 
with Fordomatic transmission, which is 
now the most popular choice. Our test cars 
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Late Henry Ford was a pioneer racing enthusiast. Driving his own car, he defeated 
Alexander Winton in 1901. A year later, Barney Oldfield (in car) drove again to victory 


last year were a Ford V-8 equipped with 
overdrive and a new Ford Six. 
Fordomatic and Overdrive Performance 
Figures Compar 

Last year the performance figures, 7.e., 
acceleration, top speed, fuel consumption, 
and brake checks, obtained for the Ford 
Six and the V-8 were practically identical. 
Our ’53 Ford had an engine identical with 
the ’52 V-8, which was equipped with 
overdrive. An overdrive-equipped car, be- 
cause of its higher rear-axle ratio and 
lack of wasteful slippage, can be expected 
tu give better acceleration at low speeds 
than a car with a torque converter. With 
overdrive in operation, it should give bet- 
ter gas mileage and (theoretically, at 
least) higher top speed. The performance 
figures, however, were very close. Average 
top speed of the ’52 was 86.7 mph ~vhile 
that of the ’53 was 86.5. Acceleration for 
0-30 mph for the ’52 was 5.7 seconds; for 


Bill Ford, above, recently said, “I understand there have been only two three-time 


winners (Wilbur Shaw and Mauri Rose) at Indianapolis. Now that I’m to drive the 
third pace car the Ford family has driven, maybe I can be the third three-time winner” 


COURTESY FORD MOTOR CO. 


COURTESY FORD MOTOR CO. 
An old print at Indianapolis Speedway 
shows late Henry Ford seated at wheel of 
a car entered by Barber Warnock. Ford 
served as honorary referee for race held 
year before birth of grandson, William 
Clay Ford (shown in top picture in ’53 
Ford Sunliner). In 50 years, the Ford has 
come a long way. This year officials of 
company hope to give competitors a run 
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FORD ROAD TEST Continued 


the ’53, 6.5. Both cars took 21.4 seconds 
for the standing quarter mile. Fuel (Mo- 
bilgas used in all our tests) consumption 
averaged 17.0 mpg for the ’52 V-8 with 
overdrive locked out, and 21.55 with over- 
drive in operation. The ’53 car, with Ford- 
omatic, averaged 18.7. 

Stopping distances, not <s outstanding 
as last year, were still excellent. 


Suspension System Improvements 


Ford engineers have tackled the ride 
and handling characteristics with good 
results. To a large extent, in this car at 
least, they have proved that a good ride 
can be achieved in a lighter car. A heavier 
car is not necessarily a better-ride car. In 
our test, we gave this new “miracle ride” 
a workout: driving rutted, bumpy roads; 
taking dips at a fast clip; traveling wind- 
ing mountain roads with numerous sharp 
curves. Our car took the rutted roads in 
its stride and took all dips without bot- 
toming and with minimum oscillation aft- 
er rebound. No sidesway or body motion 
was noticed during the rebound. In the 
mountains the steering was light and pos- 
itive, and the car hugged the road well 


Jet-tube tail lights of ’53 model (right) 
give better light, can be seen to side 


Twenty-four 


with no tire squeal on the turns taken 
deliberately at above average speeds. 

What have the engineers done to 
achieve this improvement over the ’52 
models? Ford has front suspension rub- 
ber compression bumpers ..1d new support 
plates, designed to permit greater up-and- 
down movement of the front wheels. On 
rough roads, this smooths limiting action 
of the front suspension when the springs 
are compressed sufficiently (on rough 


roads) to put the bumpers into play. | 


These bumpers are small, cone-shaped rub- 
ber pucks or stops which act as bumpers 
between each front wheel control arm and 
the chassis frame. A-frames have also 
been lengthened for ’*53. 

More road shock, especially over rough 
roads, is absorbed due to the built-in in- 
creased :novement of the front wheels 
and is not carried on through the frame 
and into the car. This greater controlled 
actior of the ’53 Ford results in better 
riding qualities than in the ’52. 

Both the front and rear shock absorb- 
ers have been revalved to give a softer 
and more shock-free, balanced ride. The 
frames of the ’53 cars also have been 
modifred. Of K-bar type, they have five 
rugged crossmembers attached to box- 


Simplified front-end treatment of the ’53 
Ford (right) may indicate trend in design 


section side rails forming a ladder-type 
frame. The additional rigidity of the ’53 
Ford was commented on by the MT Re. 
search staff, especially when conducting 
tests on the car’s cornering. This was 
especially true on rutted, bumpy roads, 

The steering system still requires five 
full turns to get the wheels from lock to 
lock. Althoug’ this is somewhat slow 
steering as compared to some makes. Ford 
has given system more positive corttrol, 


Fordomatic Transmission Evaluated 


As in most automatic transmissions, the 
gear shifting is noticed in the Fordomatic; 
however, it is smoother in operation than 
some automatic - transmission - equipped 
cars that MT Research has tested, es- 
pecially when braking to a stop. The 
lurching of some transmissions during 
low-speed deceleration can become quite 
distracting to the driver who demands 
smooth performance. In our brake tests 
in which we stomped on the pedal for a 
panic stop, the engine did not die; it usu- 
ally does with automatic-transmission- 
equipped cars. 

Low speed pick-up of the car equipped 
with Fordomatic, a torque converter 

(Continued on page 68) 


MT Research staff-man Bob Hoeppner 
rests right hand on comparatively high sill 


Improved suspension system of ’53 got a good report from MT Research testing staf. 
While car still has some lean, consensus is that it hugs road well on mountain curves 
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PERFORMANCE GRAPHS: 
ACCELERATION 
FUEL CONSUMPTION 
DEPRECIATION 
7 Instruments on ’53 Ford are grouped in front of driver. 
Es The far right side of dash is completely free of projections 
A 190—__ 98.5% 
40 1300 RPM 80— 78% 
FORD OMATIC DRIVE RANGE | |§ | TRAFFIC 
4 USED ON ALL TESTS 
123 4 5 6 7 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 = 


Rear axle: Semi-floating Hotchkiss drive, using hy- 
poid gears. 
Station 
Coupes & Sedans Wagons 
Conventional 3.90 (4.10) 4.09 (4.27) 
OD 4.10 (3.31,3.90) 4.27 
3.31 (3.54) 


Ratios: 


Fordomotic 


3. Vision to right rear satisfactory? 
4. Windshield free from objection- 
able reflections at night 
from annoying reflec- 


6. Lele dash free of low pro- 


jections 


pped with Ford 
PERFORMANCE ‘ DIMENSIONS 
w in. 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speedometer) Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.01:1 
0-30 mph (0-32, car speed reading) 6.5 Overall height 62.3 
0-60 mph (0-67, car speedometer reading) 23.3. Turning diameter 40 feet 
30-40 mph (DRIVE range) 4.1 Turns lock to lock 5 
40-50 mph (DRIVE range) 5.1 Weight (test car) 3480 
50-60 mph (DRIVE range) 7.5 Weight/bhp ratio 31.6 
60-70 mph (DRIVE range) 11.8 Weight distribution Front—58.4, rear—41.6% 
in. brake lining 20.0 Ibs. 
TOP SPEED (MPH) ire loading (curb wt.) 94.8% recommended max. 
(Clocked speeds over surveyed 1% mile) PRICES 
Fastest one-way run 88.2 (All prices are factory delivered prices and include 
Slowest one-way run 84.1 retail price at main factory, provisions for federal 
Average of four runs 86.5 taxes, and delivery and handling charges.) 
$1766.09 $1690.47 
FUEL ‘our-door jan 
CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON 1717.20 1641.59 
(Checked with fuel flowmeter, fifth wheel, and Business Coupe 1613.53 1537.33 
electric speedometer) Station Wagon 
Steady 30 mph 21.1 (Ranch Wagon) 2095.07 2018.90 
Steody 45 mph 19.1 CUSTOMLINE: 
Steady 60 mph 15.9 Four-door Sedan 1858.35 1782.69 
Steady 75 mph 12.8 Two-door Sedan 1809.45 1733.79 
Station Wagon 
BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(Checked with electrically actuated detonator) 
St nvertible Coupe 
45 mph 102 ft. 10 in — (Victoria) 2120.23 NA 
60 mph 189 ft. 4 in (Country Squire) 2403.24 NA 
ACCESSORIES 
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS i issi $184.00 
109.70 
ENGINE Redios: 6-tube 87.50 
ype L-Head V-8 8-tube 99.50 
Bore and stroke 3.19 x 3.75 Heaters: Deluxe 71.43 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.18:1 Recirculation 43.89 
Compression ratio 7.2:1 Clock (electric) 14.70 
Displacement 239.4 cu. in. Directional signals 15.26 
Advertised bhp 110 at 3800 rpm Windshield washer 9.59 
Piston travel @ max. bhp 2375 ft. per min. ‘Tinted glass 23.13 
Bhp per cu. in. 459 Whitewall tires 26.70 
Maximum torque 194 Ibs.-ft. @ 2000 rpm SAFETY CHECK 
Maximum bmep 123.5 psi . YES NO 
DRIVER SAFETY: 
DRIVE SYSTEM 1. Blind spot at left windshield post 
‘ at a minimum? 
Transmission: Fordomatic—torque converter with 2. Blind spot at rear vision mirror at 
outometic planetary gear train. minimum? x 


1953 rane V-8 TEST TABLE 


7. Cigarette poy ash tray, and 
love _ compartment convenient 


‘or driver? 
DRIVER AND PASSENGER: 
8. Front seat apparently locked se- 
curely at all adjustment points? X 
9. Metal strip eliminated between 
front quarter window and main 
door window? x 
FRONT PASSENGER: 
10. Mirror free of shar 
11. Right side of dash 
tio 


corners? 
ree of projec- 


ns? 
12 shock-absorbing crash 
REAR SEAT PASSENGERS: 
13. Back of front seat free of sharp 

edges and projections? x 
14. Rear interior door handles inop- 

erative when locked? x 


15 Adequate partition to keep trunk 

contents out of passenger com- 

partment on impact? x 
(MOTOR TREND euaae improves its test proce- 
dures. Because of this, we are dropping percentage 
ratings on the Safety Check to avoid seemingly 
inaccurate comparisons between cars from mon’ 
to month.) 


OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS 


(In this portion of the test table, MOTOR TREND 
includes those items that can be figured with rea- 
scnable accuracy on a comparative, basis. The costs 
given here are not intended as an absolute guide 
to the cost of particular make of car, 
or a particular car within that make. Depreciation 
is not included.) 

1. Cost of gasoline 
2. Cost of insurance 1 
3. Maintenance: 


a. Wheel alignment 6.50 

b. 14 brake reline 12.40 

c. Major tune- -up (one) 6.95 
d. tic tr (adjust, 

change lubricant) 14.00 

First year of operation cost per mile 3.2¢ 


MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR COST ANALYSIS 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
vorious repairs and replacements. Your car may 
require all of them in a short time, or ‘it may 
require none. However, a comparison of prices for 
these sample operations in various makes is often 
enlightening.) 


Part Cost Labor 
1. Distributor 12.85 1.40 
2. Battery 18.95 .70 
3. Fuel pump 5.64 1.75 
4. Fan belt 1.62 1.40 
5. Valve grind 2.40 38.15 
6. One front fender 28.12 12.25 
7. Two tires 42.44 
8. bumper 30.53 2.80 
TOTALS $142.55 $58.45 
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Olds 88s at Daytona took most of honors. 
Fonty Flock left field behind in first turn 


Bill Blair, winning Oids driver, receives 
mounted Hudson trophy from Miss Nascar 


Photos by Frank W. Trembley and Max Coan 


IFTY YEARS OF SPEED at Daytona Beachy 
Fla., was given the complete treatment thigj 
year in an extensive celebration lasting from January 
24 through April 4. Assaults on speed have been com 
monplace at Daytona since the days of Alexandeg 
Winton, who in 1903 established a record of 69.198 
mph through the measured mile, and Sir Malcolm 
Campbell, who drove his famed Bluebird to a new 
world’s record of 276.816 mph on March 7, 19353 
The activity pictorially presented on these pageg 
is representative of the spectacular events occurring 
during the 1953 soth Anniversary celebration. Iq 
the 160-miler and in the speed runs, Oldsmobile took 
the honors in the stock car class. Bill Blair hit an 
average of 89.5 mph in his Olds in the 160-mile race, 
breaking the former record held by Marshall Teague 
in a Hudson. Bob Pronger in another Olds clocked 
an average 113.38 mph in a two-way run to top 
the stock car trials. John Rutherford in his Jaguar 
XK-120C averaged 134.07 mph in the trials for 
sports cars. 

Annual Speed Week, a part of the festivities, 
drew tremendous interest. Those who like speed 
and are interested in drivers and performance of cars, 
will find other events—not as spectacular, perhaps, 
but still interesting—taking place all over the coun- 
try in the coming summer months. 


In modified stock car race, the rutt 
track caused pile-ups and bouncing 


bis colorful annual event begins a 


tracks and strips all over the country 


Bill Pronger clocked his Olds 88 for fast- 
est speeds in time trials for pole spot 


Sports car time trials brought the Jaguar 
XK-120C top honors with 137.87 mph 


John Rutherford, speedboat pilot and race | oo. (i : Wild Gene Horne spins out in turn in front 
driver since 1909, just before start of run Po oad i 4 of Flock, who was able to get out of jam 


Pits for American cars during the speed 
runs were right next to the ocean breakers 


qj series of spectacular | 
: 


expensive makes, 
BOX SCORE: 


ACCELERATION 
Standing % mile 
30-60 mph 

BODY WORK 

BRAKES 

Stopping distance avg. 

, 45, 60 mph 


JOVUIAV 
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Pah EASE OF HANDLING 

FUEL ECONOMY 
Averages @ 30, 

| , 60 mph 

INTERIOR 

RIDE 

ROADABILITY 

TOP SPEED 

This box score is based on the average of 

all ‘52 cars tested except for the ratings on 

Interior and Ride, which refer to the average 

of other cars in the same price class (see 

February ‘53 MT). 


IKE MOST GENERAL MOTORS 
cars, the Pontiac attempts rather suc- 
cessfully to be all things to all men. It is 
lively and fast. It is impressively big and 
heavy (the MT Research car weighed 
3910 pounds). It is outstandingly eco- 
nomical to operate and maintain. It is 
colorful but not radical in appearance. 
Perhaps the Pontiac’s most desirable 
feature is its price, which is not far above 


has led its direct competitors in sales. The 
most popular Pontiac (the eight-cylinder, 
four-door sedan with Hydra-Matic ) is not 
the cheapest one, however. The MT Re- 
search staff, as usual, made tests with the 
most popular model. Since it was equipped 
like the ’52 test car in all major compo- 
nents, including engine, transmission, and 
rear axle ratio, the performance figures of 
the two cars are directly comparable. The 
new model has a slight edge in virtually 
every department. 


Pontiac sedan’s front-seat back is neat, 
has an ashtray for convenience. Cord 
assists passengers in getting in and out 


New, but Not Too New 
The one major change in the 1953 Pon- 
tiac is its lower and wider body, the outer 
shell of which it shares with the Chevrolet. 


On the firewall, just above the tip of 
the accelerator pedal, are clearly la- 
beled accessory fuses, each with a spare 
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the low-price cars. For some years now it. 


ONTIAC EIGHT 


An all-around car with many features of more 
the Pontiac remains a 
satisfactory though unspectacular choice in 
the price field just above the lowest 


By PETE MOLSON and WALT WORON 
Photos by Jack Campbell 


The short rear overhang is unusual in 
present-day cars. 

The car retains an obvious kinship with 
the 1949-1952 medels. Slight changes, but 
no decrease, are noticeable in the chrome 
bars and strips that have become a Pon- 
tiac trademark. The rear fenders now 
have fins, but these are without function; 
the taillights are low, and the fenders are 
invisible from the front seat. The deck lid 
is higher and drops off more sharply. 

Trunk length is short, and the new lid 
thus brings its total space only up to 
average. Loading the compartment or re- 
moving the spare tire is now an easier job 
because of the new low sill. The compart- 
ment is lined with cotton cloth in a satis- 
factory manner, though its edges are un- 
bound as in most cars of this price class. 


Through the Driver’s Eyes .. . 

The car’s interior is unusually bright 
with chrome, paint and fabric. Harmoniz- 
ing shades of one color are used for the 
instrument panel and steering wheel as 
well as the upholstery. The dash—at first 
it appears more decorative than function- 
al—actually could show a thing or two 


All controls are quickly identified and within reach in Pontiac’s roomy front seat. 
Combination clock-radio speaker is unsafe if passenger pitches forward. One floor 
switch dips lights as usual, other activates the Autronic Eye (behind wheel rim) 
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to many a utilitarian-looking set of con- 
trols. 

Four conventional instruments line up 
directly below the speedometer. Heater 
and vent controls are easily adjusted with- 
out awkward contortions while driving. 
They, and the optional red light which 
ashes when the parking brake and igni- 
tion are on, are built into the panel 
rather than hanging dangerously from its 
lower edge. The lettering on all instru- 
ments and controls is legible. At night, 
all of them—including the heater con- 
trols—are softly illuminated in green. A 
theostat control for the dash lights is 
operated by turning the pull-out headlight 
switch. Even at their brightest, the panel 
lights do not glare in the driver’s eyes. 

Many new points have been added this 
month to our Safety Check. They are ex- 
plained in the Cadillac road test (page 
32). 

The panel is considered unsafe by the 
MT Research staff because of a number 
of contributing factors. Most apparent 
is the sharp-edged radio speaker, which 
could be bad in a sudden stop. Flat-type 
paint on the panel top minimizes glare, 


but the abundance of chrome on the 
steering wheel crossbar (and on the panel 
itself) can produce nasty reflections when 
the sun is behind the car or at certain 
angles in front. This irritating feature, 
noted on last year’s test car, was not 
eliminated when the car was restyled for 
*53. Still in its position at the extreme 
right—and still of the door type—is 
the glove compartment. It is thoughtfully 
equipped with a clip to keep the owner’s 
manual handy yet aloof from the usual 
confusion therein, and is roomy. 

In the upper left corner of the Pontiac’s 
dash was an Autronic Eye, GM’s auto- 
matic photo-electric headlight dimmer. 
Motor TREND is considering an accessory 
trial to evaluate fully the merits and dis- 


_ advantages of this optional device, which 


is a stop-gap for the currently unsolved 
problem of headlight glare. 

Today’s sealed-beam headlights, when 
dimmed, cannot be called adequate for 
high-speed driving. When surprise dim- 
ming must be anticipated, the night can 
become even more hazardous. 

Windshield posts are fairly narrow; 
they satisfactorily eliminate the blind 


spot present in the ’52 car. The new body 
has a one-piece curved windshield and 
back window. Vision to the rear is excel- 
lent. To the front, it is interrupted by an 
old-style high hood and by the rear-view 
mirror (toward the right). The fenders 
are comparatively low; the right-hand 
one cannot be seen from the driver’s seat. 

Cranks have been restored to the front 
vent panels for easier operation. Those in 
the rear still have push-type handles. 

Materials used in the Pontiac appear 
durable, being of the closely woven kind. 
Seats, padded with foam rubber as an 
optional extra and upholstered with great- 
er care than in many cars, are comfortable 
both front and rear, though the back 
springs are not covered. In height, they 
are the usual General Motors compromise, 
midway between the Chrysler and Stude- 
baker extremes. Front and rear combina- 
tion door handles and armrests, though 
adequate, would add considerably to com- 
fort if they were longer and extended 
farther back. The vinyl coverings should 
give long wear. 

Ashtrays, both front and rear, are less 
than adequate. Satisfactory for the driver, 


In outline, the ’53 Pontiac is a handsome, heavy-looking car. “Dual Streak” motif appears on hood, deck, and sides. Profu- 
sion of chrome shapes (vertical fin headdress on Indian, circular ornaments on rear fender and grille, teardrop trim at radio 
aerial, right-angle trim at gasoline filler, dipping chrome molding on rear door) lends confusion to a basically pleasing design 
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PONTIAC EIGHT 


continued 


Though not a new design, flat-head eight 
has economy, acceleration and speed, com- 
paratively short stroke, plus accessibility 


the single front one requires the passenger 
to reach over into the control panel. Two 
well-placed ashtrays, or at the very least, 
one extra-large one located scientifically 
at the exact spot where everyone in the 
seat can use it with ease, are now a ne- 
cessity and their recognition as such is 
long overdue. 

Many curses will be avoided by the 
position of the accessory fuses. With their 
spares, they are on the driver’s side of the 
firewall. All are labeled. 


An Odd Change 


An improved jack which lifted the en- 
tire side of the car with greater safety 
for the operator was introduced by Pon- 
tiac in 1952. This year, it has given way 
to the conventional bumper jack. An 
alteration for serviceability is the re- 
turn of the hood latch to the outside of 
the car. Much was made of the tamper- 
proof feature of the interior latch when 
it first appeared before the war. However, 
in long-term operation it has sometimes 
been unsatisfactory. 


Engine and Transmission 


Pontiac’s engine starts easily and quick. 
ly with the ignition key. Idling is smooth 
and silent. The L-head straight eight, 
which Pontiac has used for many years in 
essentially unchanged form, is somewhat 
more accessible for repairs than the newer 
and more compact V-8s, whose engine ae- 
cessories may conceal them almost com- 
pletely. 

Bore and stroke are 3° by 3°4 inthes, 
less “under square” than in most older. 
type engines. Displacement of 268.4 cubic 
inches and a compression ratio of 7.7:1 
(with Hydra-Matic) give 122 hp at 3600 
rpm and 227 foot pounds of torque at 
2200 rpm. A full-flow, precipitation-type 
oil cleaner is built into the crankcase and 
has no filter element to replace. 

Even with the “economy” axle (3.08:1) 
introduced in 1952 on MHydra-Matic 
equipped cars, this engine is more than 
adequate for acceleration at low and high 
speeds. Mobilgas Special (premium) fu- 
el did not always satisfy its appetite, 

(Continued on page 64) 
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PERFORMANCE 


ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speedometer) 


Sending, start 4 mile 20.2 
0-30 ~~ (0-32, car speedometer) 5.1 
0-60 mph (0-64, car speedometer) 18.8 
30-40 aah (DRIVE range) 3.1 
40-50 mph (DRIVE range) 3.6 
50-60 mph (DRIVE range) 3.5 
60-70 mph (DRIVE range) 5.4 
70-80 mph (DRIVE range) 7$ 
TOP SPEED (MPH) 
Fastest one-way run 97.8 
Slowest one-way run 91.8 
Average of four runs 94.7 


FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON 
(Checked with fuel flowmeter, fifth wheel, and 
electric speedometer) 


D-3 D-4 
Steady 30 mph 26.6 23.3 
Steady 45 mph 17.0 22.0 
Steady 60 mph 13.9 7.9 
Steady 75 mph = 14.8 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(Checked with electrically actuated detonator) 


Stopping distance at: 


30 mp’ 50 ft. 9 in. 
45 mph 117 ft. 10 in. 
60 mph 200 ft. 9 in. 
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 
ENGINE 
Type L-head In-line 8 
Bore and stroke 3% x 3% 
Stroke/bore ratio 1.1:1 
Compression ratio 7.7:1 
Cisplacement 268.4 
Advertised bhp 122 at 3600 rpm 
Piston travel @ max. bhp 2250 ft. per min. 
Bhp per cu. in. 406 
Maximum torque 227 \bs.-ft. at 2200 rpm 
Maximum bmep 127.72 psi 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Transmission: Dual Range Hydro- Matic (fluid cou- 
Ratios: Ist, 3.82; 2nd, 2.63; 3rd, 


Reverse, 4.30. rd transmission: Ist, 
2nd, 1.66; 3rd, 1.00; } mary 3.02 


Rear axle: Semi-floating hypoid drive 
Ratio: 3.07 with Hydra-Matic, 3.9 with standard 

transmission 

DIMENSIONS 

Wheelbase 122 in. 
Tread 5812 in. 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2.08 
Overall width 76.64 
Overall length 202.7 
Overall height 
Turning diameter 40 ft. 4 in 


PONTIAC EIGHT TEST TABLE 


(Equipped with Hydra-Matic Transmission) 
Turns, lock to lock 
Weight (test car) 3910 
Weight/bhp ratio 32:1 
Weight distribution front 55.4%, rear 44.6% 
Weight/sq. in. brake lining 22.9 


PRICES 
(All prices are factory delivered prices and include 
retail price at main 


taxes, and delivery and handling charges) 


Chieftain Six: Special Deluxe 
Four-door Sedan $2014.64 $2118. 2 
Two-door Sedan 1956. 2060.28 
Convertible Coupe NA 2444.21 
Hardtop Coupe 2304.30 2370.43 
Station Wagons:* 

Two-seat painted 2449.61 2589.61 
Three-seat painted 2505.15 NA 
Chieftain Eight: 
Four-door Sedan 2089.62 2193.51 
Two-door Sedan 2031.45 2136.32 
Convertible Coupe NA 2517.66 
Hardtop Coupe 2379.99 2446.00 
Station Wagons:* 
Two-seat painted 2524.61 2673.61 
Three-seat painted 2580.15 


*For exterior grained finish on station wagons, add 
00 to obove prices. 


ACCESSORIES 

Hydra-Matic $178.35 
Power steering 177. 

Rodio 79.91 
Heater (under seat) 80.82 
Autronic Eye 53.65 
Whitewall tires 33.60 
Tinted glass 32.21 
Rear seat speaker 10.70 


Basic Group: Radio, heater, directional sig- 
nals, backup light, no-glare rear view 


mirror 193.53 
Convenience Group: Under-hood light, glove 
compartment light, luggage compartment 
light, ashtray and floor light, brake light, 

outside rear view mirror, visor mirror 23.52 
Appearance Group: Exhaust deflector, lighted 
hood ornament, rear fender shields, gas 

. tank filler chrome strip 27.30 
Protective Group: Bumper guards, wind 

guards 34.52 
Comfort Group: Outside sun guard, traffic 
viewer, foam rubber seats, windshield 

was' 57.74 

SAFETY CHECK 
YES NO 


DRIVER SAFETY: 

1. Blind spot at left windshield post 

at a minimum? 

2. Blind spot at rear vision mirror at 

a minimum? x 
. Vision to right rear satisfactory? x 
. Windshield free from objection- 
able reflections at night? x 
. Dash free from annoying reflections? X 
left side of dosh free of low 
projections? x 


on aw 


‘actory, provisions for federal 


7. Cigarette lighter, ashtray, and 
glove compartment convenient for 


driver? 

DRIVER AND PASSENGER: 

8. Front seat apparently locked se- 
curely at all adjustment points? x 

9. Metal strip elimina een 
front quarter window and main 
door window? x 

FRONT PASSENGER: 

10. Rear view mirror free of sharp 


corners? x 
11. Right side of dash free of pro- 

jections? x 
12. Adequate shock-absorbing crash 


pad? 
REAR SEAT PASSENGERS: 
13. Back of front seat free of sharp 

edges and projections? x 
14. Rear interior door handles inoper- 

ative when locked? (Pontiac deal- 

er will make optional adjustment 

without charge) x 
15. Adequate partition to keep trunk 

contents out of passenger com- 

pertment on impact? x 
(MOTOR TREND constantly improves its test pro- 
cedures. Because of this, we are dropping per- 
centage ratings on the Safety Check to avoid 
seemingly inaccurate comparisons between cars 
from month to month.) 


OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS 


(In this portion of the test table, MOTOR TREND 
includes those items that can be figured with 
reasonable accuracy on a comparative basis. The 
costs given here are not intended as an absolute 
guide to the cost of operating a particular make 
of car, or a particular car within that make. De- 
preciation is not included.) 
1. Cost of gasoline 
2. Cost of insurance 
3. Maintenance 
a. Wheel alignment 7 
b. brake reline 
c. Major tune-up S&S. 
d. Automatic transmission (adjust, 
change, lubricant) 12 
First year of operation cost per mile .03 


MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR COST ANALYSIS 


(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements. Your car may 
require all of them in a short time, or it may 
require none. However, a comparison of prices for 
these sample operations in various makes is often 


of pertinent interest to prosp e owners.) 
COST LABOR 
1.. Distributor $16.46 $ 1.05 
2. Baitery 20.95 1.05 
3. Fuel pump 8.70 1.75 
4. Fan belt 2.43 70 
5. Valve grind 2.81 25.20 
6. One front fender 36.40 10.50 
7. Two tires 51.35 -- 
8. One bumper 24.77 1.05 
Totals $163.88 $41.30 
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LAGGING THE TRAFFIC violator 
to the curb, the motorcycle cop 
strode over to him and asked, “Didn’t you 
see that red light you just went through?” 
“Ves, I did, officer,” the motorist ad- 
mitted ruefully, “but I didn’t see you or 
I wouldn’t have gone through it.” 
Actually, this conversation did take 
place near a busy intersection in Los An- 
geles. In most cases, however, dialogues 
between traffic officers and erring motor- 
ists are not comical—or friendly. 

For some reason or other, the average 
driver seems to have a chip on his shoul- 
der as far as motor cops are concerned. 
This seems to be true the width and 
length of this vehicle-driving nation of 
ours. 

In a private poll taken recently of mo- 
torists from various walks of life (all of 
whom had received at least one traffic ci- 
tation) it was revealed that in a populari- 
ty contest, the traffic officer—whose daily 
duty is the protection of their life and 
limb—would rate far below such entries 
as the income tax collector, Public Enemy 
Number One, and the baseball umpire. 
This poll also indicated the following 
peeves of these disgruntled drivers against 
our traffic officers: (1) Traffic cops have 
become “pencil happy.” They have their 
quotas to fill, and neither tide nor time 
shall stop them. (2) They take unholy 
glee in tagging the driver of that big ex- 
pensive-make car. Sort of Freudian re- 
venge for not being able to afford one 
themselves, y’ know. (3) They will go aft- 
er that poor joker in the beat-up looking 
jalopy every chance, knowing he hasn’t 
the connections Mr. Big in the fancy car 
has. Also, it is suspected that some cops, 
having had unhappy experiences with the 
jalopy driver, will take it out on him at 
the drop of a signal. (4) And that grim- 
looking cop! You could tell he’d just had 
a row with his Missus that morning. And, 
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Brother, you are the poor innocent cuss 
who's going to pay the consequences. 

Some of these beliefs would be humor- 
ous if it weren’t a fact that they are firmly 
believed by many drivers throughout the 
country. 

Before getting the motorcycle cop’s 
point of view on these complaints, let’s 
check a few proven facts and statistics on 
this country’s motor traffic. 

We have obviously become a nation on 
wheels. The United States, with about six 
per cent of the world’s population, has 
78 per cent of the world’s automobiles. 
At the latest count, there were 60 million 
motor vehicle operators driving through- 
out the nation. Fifteen million of them— 
bless "em—are women. 

Traffic on the main roads and city 
streets is up an average of 50 per cent 
above the pre-war peak reached in 1941. 
Also there are 15 million more motor ve- 
hicles being driven on our roads and city 
streets than there were in the 1941 era. 

And think of this! A million miles 
every minute of the day are spent on our 
thoroughfares by American drivers. 

That more than one million American 
drivers should have been killed and count- 
less millions crippled and mangled is, of 
course, our modern great American Trage- 
dy—and disgrace. 

More awful is the estimate that the 
number of people killed in auto acci- 
dents during the last 50 years equals the 
number of Americans slain in over 176 
years of this country’s wars. 

- Imagine what would happen, then, if 
all traffic officers were to be withdrawn 
from their points of duty throughout the 
land. Without traffic control exercised by 
police departments, cities would soon be 
paralyzed by the mass of vehicles on the 
streets. Without prompt removal of dam- 
aged vehicles and emergency traffic direc- 
tion by Accident Prevention teams, a sin- 
gle collision would jam traffic lanes for 
miles. And more important, think of the 


tremendous increase in deaths and in- 
juries that would follow. 

But let’s get back to those traffic cops 
who make life so “miserable” for certain 
motorists—those cops who well know that 
the only difference between most moving 
traffic violations and death is only a tenth 
of a second! 

It was decided that Los Angeles motor- 
cycle officers would be interviewed as rep- 
resentatives of the country’s traffic corps. 

This seemed an excellent choice, inas- 
much as the autos within this city, if 
placed end to end, would stretch across 
the continent to New York City and back 
to Cincinnati. Also, it was estimated the 
number of miles driven here in 1951 
equalled 390,000 trips around our globe. 

So, through the cooperation of Deputy 
Chief Caldwell of the Los Angeles Police 
Traffic Bureau, a Motor TREND reporter 
was given every assistance in interviewing 
traffic officers to gain their viewpoints as 
well as experience with motorists. 

The complaint “they had their quotas 
to fill” amused but didn’t surprise these 
officers. 

“That quota stuff is utter nonsense,” 
one veteran traffic officer declared firmly. 
“No traffic officer is given a promotion 
because of the number of citations he has 
doled out. Nor is he given bonuses or a 
raise in salary for nabbing more traffic 
violators than his brother officers.” 

“Actually,” he continued, “motorcycle 
officers are given specific streets to patrol. 
Each of these streets in the past has been 
the scene of numerous accidents caused 
by specific violations. Maybe one street 
has more casualties because of illegal 
turns, another because of speed. What- 
ever the violation, more of one kind of 
accident would occur in one area than an- 
other. The patrolling officer is alerted to 
the particular type violation in his area 
and is of course to take preventative 
measures.” 

The “boys” felt the belief that officers 
had pet peeves against persons driving 
certain-type cars was not only unfair, but 
unfortunate. As one officer put it: “Ac- 
tually we don’t know who is driving a car 
(Continued on page 58) 
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luxury, performance, even economy— 


the cadillac has them—but above all, it is 


the car with prestige 


Photos by Jack Campbell 
> > > 
S28 323 
BOX SCORE: 522 5 
ACCELERATION 
Standing nile 
BODY WORK 
BRAKES 


Stopping distance avg. 
@ 30, 45, 60 mph RE 
EASE OF HANDLING 
FUEL ECONOMY 
Averages @ 30, 
m 


45, 60 mph ie 
INTERIOR 
RIDE 
ROADABILITY 
TOP SPEED 


This box score is based on the average of ail 
‘52 cars tested except for the ratings on Interi- 
or and Ride, which refer to the average of 
other cars in the same price class (see Febru- 
ary ‘53 MT). 


Here sit the country’s most envied driv- 
ers. Power steering put wheel grips out of 
their usual position with easy half turn 


Cigarette lighter is located conveniently 
for rear seat passengers. Rope cord has 
concealed mountings in padded recess 


Thirty-two 


N A LITTLE OVER A FIFTH of a 
minute, a ’53 Cadillac will hit 60 mph 
from-a standing start. In not too much 
longer, it will top 115. Much more impres- 
sive to us at Motor TREND, however, is 
the fact that the fuel economy of the ’53 
Cad is 30 per cent better than that of the 
*52 Cad. For this Cadillac should take a 
bow. They are increasing engine efficiency 
in a place ‘vhere it hits you and us—the 
pocketbook. Let’s hope we see similar 
increases with other ’53 models. 


America’s Glamour Queen 


Cadillac is the car that most Americans 
—if their purses were unlimited—would 
choose above all others. It has so en- 
trenched itself on the domestic scene that 
it has become to many people a symbol 
rather than a tangible automobile with 
direct competitors, at least pricewise, 
among four other well-known and highly 
respected U.S. cars. The most important 
factor in Cadillac’s desirability is very 
probably the elusive one of prestige. 


An MT Research Report 
By Walt Woron and Pete Molson 


People Like Its Looks 


In appearance, General Motors’ top- 
drawer offering has grown a little less dis. 
tinctive since it became virtually undis- 
puted King of the Mountain in 1941. The 
ever-larger decorative Vs, the chrome 
wheel discs of 1947, and the fins of 194) 
were quickly taken over by other makes 
though GM wisely held back whenever 
possible before using them on its lesse: 
cars. On the other hand, Buick—not only 
on the Roadmaster but also on the med. 
um-priced Super—has used the same 


body shell as the Cadillac for many years 


The current body was introduced simul- 


taneously on the two cars three years ago 
and has continued without visible change 
except for a heightened trunk lid. 
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- This is not to say that it is not satis- 
factory; in many respects it is extremely 
so. Not the least of these would seem to 
be appearance, if the popularity of both 
makes is an indication. Few Americans 
will wholeheartedly support something 
whose looks they don’t like. Cadillac rep- 
esents the heights of the selid GM school 
d design, whose main stock-in-trade con- 
dts of considerable length, width, and 
weight. even on the Chevrolet. Its second 
jime-proved tactic lies in making all of 
these dimensions appear greater than they 
«tually are. 

Whether the appealing work of the 
ltalian designers will eventually influence 
all American automobiles remains to be 
zen. It offers the advantage of better 
vision and of lower cost through the 
djimination of chrome. But it is a good 
yet that General Motors, at least, will not 
nake radical changes in the looks of its 
standard products for some time to come. 


Other Makers Please Copy? 


For 1953, the Cadillac grille is even 
more massive than before. Two raised and 


enlarged bumper guards dominate it. Oth- 
er cars may shortly adopt two new styling 
touches: extended chrome “eyelids” on 
the headlights, and the extremely hand- 
some, optional chrome wheel discs with 
concave centers. Except for these changes 
and the squared-off rear deck, the casual 
observer will find the new car practically 
indistinguishable from 1950 and later mod- 
els. From the standpoint of continuing 
owner satisfaction with a luxury car, this 
policy is wisdom itself. 


From Inside 


Let’s take a look at the surroundings in 
which the typical owner of a ’53 Cadillac 
controls his car. We say “controls,” for 
driving, in one sense, is no longer neces- 
sary here. In minor respects, such as keep- 


ing aware of exact engine oil pressure, it is 
not even possible. Being typical, our owner 
has a Series 62 four-door sedan, the model 
used for testing by MT Research. 

Doors, both front and rear, are wide. 
Getting in and out through them is easy. 
Their interior panels, like the rest of the 
interior, are finished in conservative good 
taste. Armrests are now an integral part 
of the panel; as a result they are much 
longer, and more comfortable for a variety 
of human statures. They incorporate a 
door pull, whose shape and metal finish 
make it resemble an ashtray. Fabrics and 
trim used on the doors, as elsewhere in the 
car, are excellent, on a par with other 
1953 luxury cars. 

The seats follow GM practice in being 
deep, comfortable, and of medium height. 


Cadillac’s wheels are always a center of 
interest, and for good reason. These un- 
usual concave discs are optional extras 
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Cadillac’s powerhouse lies in this seeming- 
ly crowded compartment, but access for 
service is not bad. Note r12-volt battery 


FAVORITE LUXURY CAR 


The MT Research car was equipped with 
optional power seat adjustment and win- 
dow lifts (the combination costs an addi- 
tional $138). Travel of the seat is the 
same as with the standard hand control: 
It rises as it moves forward; the seat 
back, rather sharply canted to the rear. 
does not change its angle. 

Instruments, grouped directly in front 
of the driver, are surmounted by a large 
and legible speedometer. Fuel and tem- 
perature gauges use a white needle on a 
chrome ground and are not easy to read. 
Warning lights are provided for low oil 
pressure, battery discharge, and parking 
brake position. Replacement of the con- 
ventional oil pressure gauge and ammeter 
with light signals is hard to justify on an 
expensive car. Lights are an excellent ad- 
junct to dials, but their information is 
too limited to make them a satisfactory 
substitute. The Hydra-Matic transmission 
range indicator has moved to the panel, 
where it can be scanned with the other 
instruments. As the staff observed last 
year, the two DRIVE range “notches” are 
too close together on the dial. 

In many respects the Cadillac’s beauti- 
fully finished dash does not reflect the 
best in present-day arrangement. The heat- 
er and ventilation controls, though solid 
and pleasant to operate, are unlighted. 
Two vent knobs, evidently not considered 
a part of the panel’s design, are awkwardly 
located under the radio speaker. Twin 
map lights are a good feature. 
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CADILLAC continued 


New Safety Ratings 


This month Motor Trenp is making a 


number of changes in its Safety Check, 
and it is interesting to see how Cadillac 
stands on the new points, and what im- 
provement has been made over last year. 
The Cadillac mirror, unlike others, is ad- 
justable up and down, and may be called 
the industry’s safest in terms of effectively 
eliminating the blind spot. It is free of 
sharp edges. Again this year, the dash 
panel glares irritatingly at the driver. At 
the left side of the dash, where the driver’s 
knees can slide forward quickly in a crash 
stop of even medium intensity, the hand 
brake and sharp ignition key protrude 
at too low a point for safety. 

Location of the glove compartment has 
now joined that of the lighter and ashtray 
as a safety item. With front seats increas- 
ing in width, right-hand compartments 
have moved farther and farther away 
from the driver. The “reasonable man” of 
legal terminology cannot be expected to 


stop his car whenever he needs his sun- 
glasses, and reaching across a front seat 
as wide as the Cadillac’s is not at all safe 
while driving. 

On the passenger’s side, the dash is 
commendably free of dangerous projec- 
tions with the exception of the radio 
knobs; however, even one projection is a 
potential hazard. If you order a Cadillac 
without a radio, the right side of its dash 
will be as safe as that of any American 
stock car. It does not deserve a completely 
clean bill of health in this regard, for— 
in common with all other U.S. cars—it 


The test Cadillac took fast corners, like this ore, without discumfort for passeng 


lacks a crash pad ‘vith high shock-absor. @ *h¢ 
ing ability. (Thuse on,,the Kaiser si 
Chrysler, though a step toward saie 
have little function in a serious crash, hw J. ff 
offer protection—especially to children 

in ordinary quick stops.) 1 
Safety for reai seat p..sengers is al iw 
a part of the new check ust. The back « Hp. 
the front seat should be padded but solic % 
this the Cadillac’s is, but its ashtray ar § .o 
cigarette lighter project from the seat jp 
back. Its rear doors cannot be opene< 
from inside or gut,awhen the pushbutton 
(Continued on page 70) 


1953 CADILLAC TEST TABLE & 


PERFORMANCE Overall width 8014 9. Metal between 
Overall length 2151%6 front quarter ‘win and main 
ACCELERATION IN SECONDS Overall height 62146 door windoW? x 
(Checked with fifth wheel and electric speedometer) Turning diameter 45 ft. FRONT PASSENGER;. ¢ 
Standing start 1% mile 18.4 Turns lock to lock 10. Mirror free of sharp,corners? x 
0-30 mph (0-32, car sp ding) 4.0 11. Right side of free of pro- 
ight/ ratio 
30-40 mph cor recoding) 128 Weight disribution reor—46 12. 
40-50 mph (DRIVE range) 3.2 Weight per sq. in. brake lining x 
50-60 mph (DRIVE range) 3.3 REAR Seay PASSENGERS 
60-70 mph (DRIVE range) 3.8 13. Back o Ass seat free of sharp 
PRICES and projections? xX 
TOP SPEED (MPH) (All prices are factory delivered prices and include Rear interfor#&loor handles inop- 
(Clocked speeds over surveyed 1/4 mile) retail price at main factory, provisions for federal erative when locked? ‘ x 
Fastest one-way run 116.9 = taxes, and delivery and handling charges.) 15 Adequate partition to keep trun 
Siowest one-way run 113.9 Series 62: i contents out of 
Aveage of four rons do $357 (MOTOR TREND improves its test proce- ‘ 
‘our-door n 3666. 
FUEL CONSUMPTION IN MILES PER GALLON Coupe de Ville the Chat 
i i 4143.72 
(Checked with fuel flowmeter, fifth wheel, and Convertible Coupe : ingly inaccurate comparisons between cars from 
electric speedometer) Convertible 7750.00 month to month.) 
ries 
Steady 30 mph 182 Sedan 4304.88 of th 
H 
Eight-possenger Sedan 5407 54 OPERATING COST PER MILE ANALYSIS form 
Steady 75 mph -- 14.5 ight-passenger Imperial Sedan . (In this portion of the test table, MOTOR TREND scho 
includes those items that can be figured with rea- 
with actuated detonator) to the cost of operating a particular make of cor, | man 
Stopping distance at: 449 Radio (Signal seeking, pre-selector) 131.92 oF @ particular car within that make. Depreciation si 
30 mph , Radio (Signal seeking, pre-selector, is not included.) Lion 
45 mph 113.9 comate contol) 214.45 1. Cost of gasoline $149.85 
60 mph 195.9 Autronic Eye 53.36 : coe of insurance 146.60 tribu 
Heater 119.00 - Maintenance Ever 
Wire wheels (chrome) 325.00 a. Wheel alignment 6.00 
GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS White wall tires (5) 47.77 b. 14 broke reline 13.50 | Jocal 
Type Overhead valve V-8 f change lubricant) _— 16.00 a 18 
“he, x SAFETY CHECK First year of operation per mile 3.5¢ it ha 
roke/ i ‘ 
Compression ratio 25: 1 sides 
ne Soli . Blind spot at left windshield post 4 lobo give 
330 Ibs.-ft. 26 x require all of them in a short time, or it may re- age 
ximum Pp 14 p 3. Vision to right rear satisfactory? X wire none. However, a comparison of prices for 
4. Windshield free from objection- these sample operations in various makes is often find 
DRIVE SYSTEM able reflections at night? x of pertinent interest to prospective owners.) : 
Transmission: Dual Range Hydra-Matic 5. Dash free from annoying reflec- Part Cost Labor win 
Ratios: 4.30, 1st 3.82, 2nd 2.63, 3rd 1.45, ar $ as 
4th 1 . Left side o' sh free of low pro- ttery 
A ‘ 2 be i-floating hypoid drive jections? x 3. Fuel pump 17.50 1.75 | exce 
Reto: 3.07:1 series 60 62; 377.1 on series 75 7. Cigarette lighter, ash tray, and 4. Fan belt 3.34 1.05 
love compartment convenient 5. Valve grind 9.72 33.25 trus' 
DIMENSIONS ‘or driver? x 6. One front fender 60.17 12.25 
Wheelbase 126 in. DRIVER AND PASSENGER: 7. Two tires 61.72 you 
Tread Front—59 in., rear—63 in. 8. Front seat apparently locked se- 8. One bumper __ 53.49 1.40 ther 
Wheelbase/tread ratio 2:1 curely at all adjustment points? X TOTALS $250.77 $53.55 
able 
Thirty-four Motor Trend Ma) 


ay 
| 
| 
7 
4 


me The Is going foll blast, 


-, |, and the people below the border are 
a " finding themselves with noses against 


the window .’. . yearning to drive and to 


Sait. 


hi ; “tinker much as the younger generation in the U.S. 
Sas “Text and Photos by Don Pope 
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N AN OLD colonial town a few 
miles off the Mexico City-Leon leg 
—— | of the Pan-American Highway, there's a 
; former Princeton man who runs an art 
school. He’s lived in thé town and been 
ests | popular with the people a long time. He 
cor, | manages the baseball team and the 
Lions Club. But perhaps his best con- 
tribution to the town is a battered jeep. 
s.00 | Everybody knows the jeep. He lets the 
3-30 | local boys take turns driving it. They all 


dig into its insides until it’s a wonder Eyshysiasm for rallies is growing in Mexico. Cars are paikad in a hacienda barnyard 
it has any, and they hang all over its out- 
sides until anything but a jeep would 
SiS | give up. 

- These kids are hungry. The machine- 
re- | age banquet is going full blast, and they 
ten | find themselves with noses against the 
window. They yearn to drive and tinker 
30 | as much as any kid in Los Angeles, but 
75 | except for the jeep and the car of a rare 
25 | trusting tourist who succumbs to “Park 


The Mount Popo lineup stretches across the valley. Note variety of cars, costumes 


25 
your car, meester?” there is nothing for 
= them to work out on. In their foresee- 


— | able lifetime, they have about as much 
d | May 1953 
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chance of own- 
ing a car as the 
average American 
has of owning a 
yacht. The ma- 
chine age has 
come to the Mex- 
ican village all 
right — but ic has 
come towed by oxen, and out of gas. 

In Mexico City, one of the top 10 
most populated cities in the hemisphere, 
live two thirds of the 300,000 cars reg- 
istered in the entire country. People will 
assure you that, leaving out the taxis, 
there are more Cadillacs among them 
than Fords or Chevys. This isn’t quite 
true, but near enough to make a point. 
A Cadillac costs about $7000 in Mexico, 
a Ford about $3000. A laborer makes 
around 75 cents (U. S.) a day, a police- 
man a dollar, a bank clerk $50 a month, 
a top bilingual secretary maybe $100, a 
full university professor $150 a month. 
So, for most of the city people too, the 
automobile must remain for an indefi- 
nite time a common carrier instead of a 
private pride. 

For practical purposes (automotively 
speaking) one is obliged to eliminate 
the entire rural population (about 75 
per cent of the whole country). Then 
out go the villages and towns. In the 
cities, scratch the entire laboring class 
and most of the white-collar class. Keep 
scratching until you get to the lawyers 
and doctors, engineers, businessmen, and 
upper-echelon politicians. These, it is 
statistically obvious, are the only ones 
who make enough money to buy cars. 
Statistics will also prove. to you that 
there can’t be very many of them, pro- 
portionate to the total city population. 

But try to drive down Insurgentes or 
the Reforma any afternoon, or get fouled 
up in bull-ring traffic around the Plaza 
Mexico, and a tome of statistics won't 
get you home for an early supper. 
You will also notice a lot of people driv- 
ing cars, oftén new cars, who give every 
appearance of belonging to the eco- 
nomic groups we have just brushed off. 

The answer? Quien sabe? Which in 
Mexico means not only “who knows?” 
but generally implies “who cares?” Be- 
ing a busybody American, I care. But 
I don’t know. 

At any rate, Mexico is poor. It has no 
automobile industry except assembly 
plants, which pay low wages (by De- 
troit standards) and wind up with high 
costs. Credit is chronically scarce with 
interest rates starting at about eight per 
cent and going on up. There is yet no 
substantial middle class. And the streets 
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are jammed with cars and getting more 
jammed. 

Consider what has happened on the 
sport side of the picture in the three 
years since the first Mexican Pan-Ameri- 
can Road Race. In 1949, according to 
present recollection, there was just one 
sports car in Mexico City, and perhaps 
in the country—an old Jaguar SS100. 
Today, there are an estimated 150 that, 
given a flexible definition, can be classi- 
fied as sports. Percentagewise, that works 
out pretty impressively. 

Practically everyone agrees that the 
three Pan-Am races have been a big fac- 
tor. Racing has dramatized the automo- 
bile to the Mexican people as it did to 
Americans back in Vanderbilt Cup days. 
Tarufi, Ruttman, Mantz, Bracco—these 
and other drivers have been idolized by 
the Mexican people with an emotional 
intensity usually reserved for top bull- 
fighters. Millions of people, most of 
whom ‘consider themselves fortunate if 
they own one burro, have been excited 
by the glitter of costly European iron. 

In the city, enough effective demand 
for the foreign glamour jobs has been 
stirred to increase that lone Jag by 
some 10 XK-120s, at least as many Mark 
VIls, plus eight or 10 MGs, a couple of 
Ferraris, Lancias, Alfa Romeos, Simcas,® 
and the Porsche convertible that was 
brought from Germany for the 1952 
Mexican race. 

The list is only partial, and short sup- 
ply and inflated prices have kept the 
total from being considerably larger. U. 
S. buyers get first crack. Mexican import 
duties run 30 to 40 per cent, the higher 
figure applying to open cars. MGs. par- 
ticularly hard to find, cost over $2500. 

Most car owners who were looking 
for sports cars and lacked Ferrari pocket- 
books wiped the stardust out of their 
eyes after the 1951 Mexico race. They 
turned their attention to the surprising 
performances turned in by good old 
Detroit names under the influence of 
what was euphemistically referred to 
that season as “slight modification.” It 
would be a guess, but a pretty safe one, 
to say that the biggest single influence 
on Mexican car hobbyists has been, not 
a Ferrari or a Mercedes, but a beat-up 
old Mercury driven by Troy Ruttman 
and bewitched by Clay Smith. When 
that outwardly humble vehicle wound 
up in fourth place, outclassed only by 


.$15,000 Ferraris, it gave everybody with 


an old bucket of bolts — or a chance of 
acquiring one — new hope. 

It is to the bucket-of-bolts boys that 
we must turn to find most of those 150 
(Continued on page 82) 


This Ford Special was built by Mexico 
City garage owner. It did well at Popo 
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Caught between the photographer and A hot rod incongruously sits at monu- Road hazards are not confined to dogs. 
this Fregate (left) a thoroughly con- ment where Cortez crossed pass on way Driver of a Fregate had to sit on his 
fused dog creates hazard on Popo climb to land where Mexico City now stands horn to get horse and rider to move over 


Hillch ish (bel 12,000 
Coie = Sanne pagtaster feet A rally assembles below historic Rancho Arroyo, in older days a self-contained 
. “ ; social unit with its own picturesque church. The tower can be seen in background 


A study im contrasts. This picture is typical of scenery to be found in automotive 
sporting events south of the border. The sport will grow, but how fast is a guess 


Dechroming of this Studebaker's hood sends the eye-to a low-set con- 
centration of chrome with wheel discs, bumper tips, Mercury grille 


An example of the opposite approach: more and still more chrome. 
The functional airscoops follow the car's original heavy look 


Substitution of Kaiser grille and disappearance of hood ornament, 
lettering and central spinner have cleaned up front of this Ford 
Hudson has taken readily to a treatment similar to that used on 
Ford above. However, abundance of seams detracts from good looks 


Customizers with time and 
money to spare may re- 
model an entire car. Most of 
us lavish more tender care 
on one end or on the other 


Photos by Bill Harkins 


— FANS fortunate enough to 
visit the recent World Motor Sports 
Show in New York found plenty of 
ideas there. Especially interesting was 
the array of grille and deck treatments. 
Up front, the tendency was to neatness 
and simplicity; such plain grids as Nash 
and Frazer stock grilles appeared on 
many a dechromed model as almost the 
sole decoration. 

In the rear, things were different. 
Fins and antennae joined the ubiquitous 
spare tires, which emerged timidly in 
some cases and aggressively in others. 
Bumpers, fenders, and taillight housings 
held exhausts. Even tire treads came out 
of concealment to add their workman- 


like patterns to the busy activity. 
Motor Trend. 
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Upright spare on rear of ’40 Mercury repeats its decisive stock 


lines. The thin chrome tire molding is also well im keeping 


“spare tire” overhangs bumper, does not show up again be- 


neath. Studebaker is a’47. Note tubular taillight mountings on rear 


Unusual continental tire on a 41 Plymouth. Buick bump- 
er has parking light “bombs” upended for use as exhausts. 
This Buick’s fin has different shapes when seen from differ- 
ent angles. Effect results from the contrasting color scheme 


Cabane-like Cadillac has adopted parts from other GM prod- 
ucts, including Buick taillights, one from Olds on dorsal fn 
Olds, whose styling combines curves and angles, is happy re- 
cipient of false tire cover. Note taillight radio antenna 


pent ED GLASS—glareproof and heat-resistant—tops the 
entire passenger compartment of the Ford Motor Com- 
pany'’s XL-500 (The name was changed after our cover went 
to press). Scarlet Fiberglas forms its lower body. Chrome is 
not used at all as pure applied decoration. 

Rear fenders hump frankly over the wheels. Front bump- 
ers curve without a break into heavy side guard rails that 
continue to the rear of the car. The flat, raised outline of the 
functional airscoop is picked up again by the radio and air- 
conditioning louvers back of the rear seat. 

Underneath, the car is a modified ‘53 Lincoln, with a more 
powerful version of the current engine. It has power brakes 
and power steering. Less than 57 inches high when loaded, 
it is 8144 inches wide and 216% inches long. 

In the red and white leather interior, luxury abounds. If 
you want to make a phone call, pick up the handset at your 
elbow. Automatically the antenna above the windshield 
swings upright. If you forget the date, a calendar remembers. 

Switches on the control pedestal between the front seats— 
this is a true four-passenger car—will record a speech or a 
letter, raise the hood or trunk lid, or even hoist your car in 
the air. You need not stir from your seat. 

Lest you find an automatic transmission selector lever too 
great a strain on your arm, pushbuttons in the center of the 
steering wheel control the XL-500. A pedal works the horn. 

Eye travel from road to instruments has been shortened 
by the new position of warning lights on the windshield 
header bar. In the dash panel, however, where the speed- 
ometer, tachometer, fuel gauge and calendar ate located, a 
unified appearance has taken precedence over utility. The 
panel follows the central bulge of the airscoop, instead of 
being in front of the driver where it belongs for safety. 


Motor Trend 


: 
Forty 


WARNING LIGHTS: 
¢ 
ENGINE OIL PRESSURE 


WATER TEMPERATURE 
ENERATOR OUTPUT 


TRANSMISSION OIL LEVEL 


AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION 
SELECTOR BUTTONS 


IGNITION SWITCH 


LIFTS 
< 


RADIO CONTROLS SS 


The central pedestal terminates in the rear compartment as : 

a heater. Complete air-conditioning keeps the “bubble” : 

smoke and mist-free, eliminating the quarter windows. es 
Although the XL-500 is radical in appearance by today’s io 

standards, it may not be as far in the future as some think. 

In fact, we have reliable information that the 1954 Lincoln 

may feature the front end and rear fender treatment. 


TELEPHONE ANTENNA 


ODOMETER 
FUEL GAUGE 
SPEEDOMETER 
TACHOMETER 
COMPASS 


ELECTRIC CALENDAR 


AIR-CONDITIONING CONTROLS 
WIPER SWITCH 

‘HOOD AND DECK CONTROLS 
JACK CONTROLS 

TELEPHONE CONTROLS 
TELEPHONE HANDSET 


SEAT ADJUSTMENT 


HEATER SWITCH 
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The striped Ford is owned by Tony Volpe. It features a hydrauli operated top which 
fits a chopped windshield. Grille is from a Canadian Meteor; hood features an airscoop 


DETROIT EMBRACES 


Once a bull-ned F 
tion in the Mer Ci 
radical job taise 


a Mercury, owned by twin brothers Les and Adle Volpe, 45 typical of styling being done by 
Clarkaiser partners. Note clean grille, symmetrical appearance of body, pushbutton doors 
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ll-thd Ford could attract atten- 
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City. Now it takes a fairly 


blasé eyebrows there 


| Harry Cushing 
os by Ange Baune 


Clarkaiser'’s owners Ron Clark, working on a door, and Bob Kaiser, welding trunk 


puss THE FEW short years 
since the war's end, the art of cus- 
tomizing has come a long way in De- 
troit. Where once a bull-nosed Ford was 
enough to attract attention, now it takes 
a fairly radical job to raise Motor City 
eyebrows. Along with the transition has 
come the development of style and 
philosophy which cater to the vagaries 
of Midwestern weather. Workmanship, 
too, bears the stamp of the craftsman, 
and the products currently being turned 
out will withstand the ruggedest test 
of alternate exposure to rain, salt, ice, 
snow, and humidity. 

Although convertible body styles are 
popular pieces for customizing, the De- 
troit enthusiast often finds a closed car 
more practical for year-around use. The 
result is that among the auto capital's 
50 to 100 real customs there is a good 
percentage of chopped and channeled 
coupes. Another limiting factor facing 
Detroit customizers is the condition 
of city streets and country highways in 


Smooth, restrained custom Mercury, 
owned by Volpe brothers, took frst prize 
at ’52 Cincinnati show and third at Indy 
exhibit. Car has been lowered, channeled. 


The 48 Mercury has been a consistent 
prize winner at the Midwestern shows 
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winter. Snow packs down hard, and cars 
churn the surface into deep ruts. This 
means a custom cannot be dropped 
as low to the ground as it could be 
were it designed for use in California. 
There is nothing more helpless than a 
beautiful car hung up on a snow bank! 
This is also the reason cars must be rust- 
proofed and sealed tighter than in the 
Southwest. Salt, by the truckload, is 
spread over roads to hasten the snow- 
melting process . . . it also helps metal 
to dissolve. 

One recent California visitor to De- 
troit claims there is more salt on the 
City’s streets any winter day than can be 
encountered during a year in Los An- 
geles. As a result, most cars which are 
customized here after the first of Sep- 
tember are not given final paint jobs 
until Spring, when six months of good 
weather is anticipated. To preserve the 
metal in the meantime, a gray coat is 


_ applied, along with a heavy undercoat 


material to all exposed parts. 
While no extreme styling departures 


are being pioneered here, Detroit does 
claim two distinctions. First, functional 
airscoops, originally a Moto City custum 
touch, now appear on new stock cars. 
Secondly, the city’s leading custom shop, 
Clarkaiser, does all its convertible jobs 
with radically chopped tops which oper- 
ate hydraulically. The Clarkaiser custom 
coachwork establishment is owned by 
Ron Clark and Bob Kaiser, two ex-serv: 

icemen, and is located at 15601 West: 
Warren Avenue, just a few blocks from> 
the giant Ford Rouge plant. : 


the country, Ron and Bob saw many ex- 
amples of beautiful custom cars. They 
decided Detroit needed a shop where 
its small corps of enthusiasts could have 
quality coachwork performed. In 1947 
they left military service and set up the 
first full-time shop here, although neith- 
er had ever created a custom. To get ° 
experience they worked on their own 
cars. Today, Ron and Bob are highly 
selective about the jobs they accept, 
turning out an average of 20 per year. 
Many of their customers include stylists 
from Detroit's auto plants. 

Services now offered by the firm in- 
clude designing as well as coachwork. 
Where a customer will allow it, they 
prefer to start from scratch and draw 
complete renderings of the proposed car, 
much as is done in the large automobile 
styling sections. This way they are able 
to create cars which are correct aftis- 
tically as well as mechanically. 
Taillights are unusual in that they are 
hardly discernible, look part of fender 
Motor Trend 


a an Not seen often is a customized Buick. This one was done for Stan Lendzon, Detroit PY 
ick and Ids, cool brakes 
2 : Rear fender, made from a’52 Buic. an Olds, features an airscoop to ee 


almost totally clean 
om Masano and model Lousse Mastrolia pose with Henry J 


ear of car is 


By Pete Molson 


IMPLE AND ALERT as a racing 
sloop is the little Fiberglas Henry 
J built by Tom Masano, Kaiser dealer 
of Reading, Pa. Whether or not its cen- 
tral tail fin acts as a rudder, it pleas- 
ingly repeats the line of the fenders, 
though it does not duplicate it. High 
fenders and low, Italian-type hood put 
the car’s visibility up among the best. 
To avoid time-consuming measure- 
ments, a plaster mock-up was built di- 
rectly on a wrecked chassis. The female 
mold was made on this, then sawed in 


Truly one-of-a-kind: small but adequate Olds-powered Cado 


PATRIC B. JACOVIDIS 


om Masano’s appealingly yachtlike Henry J rests for a moment. Its plastic fins end in Packard lights. Note windshield grab bars 


GONE CUSTOMS 


half and removed. Layers of impregnat- 
ed Fiberglas, applied over the female 
mold, made the body itself. The door 
and hood, cut out after the body was 
fitted to a new six-cylinder Henry J 
chassis, were strengthened with right- 
angle aluminum extrusion. 

Trim, seats and accessories are stand- 
ard Henry J equipment. Weighing less 
than 1800 pounds and standing only 54 
inches high, the roadster has been driven 
over 80 mph. Masano plans to go into 
production soon. 
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GONE CUSTOMS continued 


NBORN CALF covers the interior 

of the Cado Custom, which takes 
its name from its builders, John Camp- 
bell and Elbert Dooley, of Cleveland: 
The bizarre Fiberglas steering wheel 
takes only 134 turns lock to lock. The 
airscoop's bulge continues up the wind- 
shield as a flat center panel. 

Its Olds 98 engine has driven the tiny 
cat (wheelbase 100 inches, height 38 
inches, width six feet) at 135 mph. 
Fourteen-gauge sheet steel and 45 
pounds of body lead were used. Total 
weight is 3100 pounds. 


BIGGER AND MORE RESPLEND- 
ENT than the Henry J., but nonetheless 
similar in concept, is the "52 Oldsmobile 
owned by J. G. Schmidlapp, a Cincinnati 
dealer. Like Masano, he thought his fav- 
orite stock car a likely prospect for cus- 
tomizing. (Any resemblance to the '53 
Studebaker is coincidental; the Olds was 
rebuilt months before the Studebakers 
appeared. ) 

The car was sectioned and has special 
fenders, hood, and grille..It is light blue 
with black leather upholstery. Seat belts 
and a tachometer feature the interior. 


BILL HARKINS 


Tank of lewdown Cado (38 inches) fils through spare’s hub 


LIKE A SMART WOMAN, a car 
must keep up with changing styles. 
When R. E. Makela first built his Cadil- 
lac special (MOTOR TREND, August 
1950), the inverted bathtub silhou- 
ette was in vogue. Everything on the 
front and rear of Makela’s car was re- 
cessed into one unbroken curve. 

With the coming of airscoops and the 
reappearance of wheels, he designed a 
new hood, with headlights emerging 
from the fenders. Makela has retained 
the car’s most useful feature: the hood 
slides forward three feet for easy work. 


ALLAN KAIN 


Comparison of the year: Schmidlapp’s 
’52 Olds (left) and its stock counterpart 


The Olds from the rear. A tinted glass 
panel has since been added to its hard top 


Right, channeling has made startling 
difference in looks of Schmidlapp Olds 
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R. E. Makela can work on his Cadillac's engine even without bothering to bend over 


Below, except for chrome stars, the rear view is the same as when car was built in’50 
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Thoroughly restored classic — 


1934 DUESENBERG 


PHAETON 


AVE YOU EVER wanted to own 
a Duesenberg, a car with a stag- 
gering original price tag? J. W. Gore of 
Fort Wayne, Ind., had this desire ‘and, 
finding a fair-to-rough condition classic 
in California in 1950, he promptly made 
the purchase. He drove his car, with 
83,000 miles on the speedometer, cross- 
country to his home and spent nine 
months in the restoration process. 
Although he did much of the work 
himself, particularly the wire wheels 
(he is widely known as an expert), he 
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placed many parts of the car in the 
hands of others. Today it is an under- 
statement to say that the car is equal 
to the day it left the factory in 1934. 

The Duesenberg SJ sport phaeton, 
with all-aluminum body by LaGrande, 
has many unusual features that were 
standard on the marque: an indicator 
light on the dash tells when the auto- 
matic chassis lubrication system goes in- 
to operation; another light shows when 
the operation is complete. Another light 
tells when water should be added to the 
battery. Still another indicates when the 
~~ ‘oil needs changing. The car has a rear 
eof | windshield, and the usual huge taillight 
and, incorporating a stoplight and back-up 
light. Other specifications: wheelbase, 
15344 inches; gas capacity, 26 gallons; 
with | oil, 3 gallons; radiator, 7 gallons. The 
‘Oss- | straight-eight engine is rated at 320 
un€ | bhp with supercharger and 265 without. 
It has a bore of 334 inches and a stroke 
ork | of 434 inches. Piston displacement is 
420 cubic inches. Total weight of car: 
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JOHN HARRINGTON 
Research Director 
Autosphere Corp. 


Would you like to know the truth about your car? 


For example: 

* Actual Road Horsepower © Cause of any motor trouble 
Stopping Distances in feet Actual resultsof 

¢ Pick-up ratings at any speed repair jobs P 

¢ Engine pulling power e Effect of wind and other 


¢ Hill climbing ability resistance 
¢ Best gas for your car © Wheel alignment and 
* Condition of your brakes chassis checks 


New Type of Device 

I am going to tell you about a precision instrument that 
quickly gives you all of this information and much MORE. 
But let’s get one thing clear — it is NOT a vacuum gauge 
of any kind! I tell you this because some people have con- 
fused my PERFOMETER with the common vacuum gauge 
since —at first glance—they may look similiar. THE 
COMPARISON ENDS RIGHT THERE! 


No Connections to Make 

The PERFOMETER requires NO CONNECTIONS of 
any kind to the engine, transmission etc., and is quickly 
mounted on steering column or dash with the chrome 
mountings provided. The PERFOMETER operates by man’s 
oldest law—the pendulum principle. It is the most accurate 
car testing device ever to come on the market at a price 
the average man can afford. What’s more, anyone can 
understand and USE the PERFOMETER every day! 


Quality Instrument 

The PERFOMETER lasts a lifetime and is as important 
to the wise car owner as the speedometer, oil gauge or 
ammeter. It is made by European craftsmen with the in- 
tegrity and precision of a jeweled movement. It is an 
entirely self-contained unit. When you hold it in your 
hands, believe me YOU KNOW you have a real, quality, 
professional instrument everyone admires. It contains a 
balanced pendulum dampened by baffles in oil and is 
hermetically sealed. It even has an autcmatic temperature 
and pressure compensator for any climatic and altitude 
variations. 
To get the basic operating idea of the PERFOMETER, just 
visualize a pendulum hanging in your car. When you step 
on the gas the force of inertia overcoming gravity will push 
the pendulum backward. On the other hand, when you step 
on the brake, the same force will push the pendulum forward. 
These two basic, universal motions are translated to simple 
dial readings which provide you with all of the facts about 
your car's performance. 


Step on the gas, the pendulum swings 
backward. The amount it moves indi- 
cates car performance and power. 


Step on the brakes, the pendulum 
swings forward. The amount it moves 
precisely indicates condition of brakes. 
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TEST YOUR CAR 


Amazing new imported device makes it simple for anyone to road 
test a car’s performance. It saves money on gas and repairs; com- 
pletely replaces “guesswork” with car facts. 


Anyone Can Use 


Whether you are technical 
minded or not; whether you 
do your own repairs or not; 
whether you are a “bug” on 
cars or not; YOU find the 
PERFOMETER gives you 
endless information, endless 
pleasure, endless savings. 


Variety of Us 
Y ~- View of unit mounted on 

This remarkable device steering column. Also can 
has uses extending from be av mounted on dash. 
the man who wants to be 
sure his wife is driving a car with safe brakes, to the sports 
ear fan who is interested in actual brake horse power and 
optimum gear shift positions. 


Unconditionally Guaranteed 

The PERFOMETER is UNCONDITIONALLY GUAR- 
ANTEED to please you or the full purchase price is 
promptly refunded. Every major motor magazine in the 
U.S. has tested and praised the PERFOMETER and many 
motorists have written us that this wonderful instrument 
fills a long felt need. 


Free Book on Car Testing 

With every PERFOMETER you receive as a gift a free 
copy of a 64 page book which tells you all about road 
testing. Whether you want to become a professional expert, 
or just learn about your car and have fun, this book tells 
you how. Also. contains COMPARATIVE TEST DATA on 
all major U.S. and foreign cars. 


Immediate Shipment 

Act now. PERFOMETER is still in limited supply in the 
U.S. Fill out coupon below and send your order today. 
Enclose payment with order and we ship POSTPAID. If 
you prefer, we will send C.O.D., you pay postman purchase 
price plus postage and C.O.D. fee. But either way, DON’T 
DELAY. Each unit sent complete with both dash and steering 
column chrome mountings plus 64 page book on road testing. 


PERFOMETER 


Autesphere ¢ Corp., Dept. T6 7 
: 11 East 48th Street, New York, N. Y. l 
Gentlemen: I 
. PERFOMETER at $22.50 each. 
I I enclose payment of ‘ 
| a Zend COD, | will pay postman $22.50 plus postage 
rges. 
It that the PERFOMETER is UNCONDI- 
I TIONALLY GUARANTEED and that if | am not satis- i 
I fied my money will be promptly refunded. 


Jobbers Inquiries Invited 
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CLASSIC COMMENTS 


Our readers have asked for it, so here it is... the 


complete step-by-step procedure for restoring your classic 


by Robert J. Gottlieb 


NOTE: If you haven’t already done so, 
turn back to page 48 and take a look at 
the photographs of the beautifully re- 
stored Duesenberg. The car is exceptional, 
isn’t it? Should you have the desire to do 
a restoration job like it, you'll find as- 
sistance in the detailed instructions fol- 
lowing.—Editor 


O YOU BOUGHT a classic; congratu- 

lations. It makes no difference wheth- 
er you purchased a Duesenberg, Rolls- 
Royce, Packard, Mercedes, or Marmon. 
This series of articles is designed to help 
you in the restoration of any classic. It is 
a guide aimed at helping you achieve the 
best results at the cheapest cost. 

The restoration of a classic car is en- 
tirely different from the restoration of an 
antique, veteran, or sports car. Your ve- 
hicle is the product-of a specific era in 
automotive history and represents an ex- 


A rotted top can cause some concern, but 
there are other items which cost more 
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ample of the finest cars produced in that 
era. You must therefore adhere closely to 
certain rules, regulations, and specifica- 
tions. It is our belief that close adherence 
to the information contained in this series 
of articles will result in a gleaming, well- 
mannered representative of the classic era 
and a product which is commensurate in 
value with the total investment. 

STEP 1: Meet Your Car. Your first 
step toward restoration is to become fa- 
miliar with your car. If it is at all possi- 
ble, drive the vehicle for at least 50 
miles. This will disclose defects you must 
expect in a car of this age and will give 
you a general idea of its performance, 
handling, and roadability. It will also pin 
point inherent defects in the manufac- 
ture of the car which must be overcome 
during the restoration process. Most im- 
portant of all, it will form the basic list 
of parts which you will need to find. Take 
a pencil and paper with you and jot down 
defects such as body rattles, hard shifting, 
poor steering, rear end noise, drive train 
play, or road wander. Note also the gen- 
eral characteristics of the vehicle, taking 
special notes on the operation or non-oper- 
ation of such components as lights, gen- 
erator, starter, windshield wipers, and oth- 
er accessories. When your list is fairly 
complete, have the car driven and checked 
by a competent mechanic. He may dis- 
cover defects which you have overlooked 
and in any event, will give you a general 
estimate of the cost of required mechani- 
cal work. CAUTION: Prior to driving the 
car, check the transmission and differen- 
tial for grease, the engine for oil and the 
radiator for water. Above all, contact your 
insurance agent and have him place public 


HOW RESTORE CLASSIC 


Sometimes it is wise to buy two cars of 
the same year to make restoration of one 


liability and property damage coverage 
on the car for the limited period of travel. 
The cost is cheap and the. protection ex- 
tensive. 

STEP 2: Plan Your Work. Depending 
on the mechanical condition of the car, 
your mechanical ability and the indi- 
vidual pride you have in reference to the 
car, you must decide whether to fully re- 
store or partially restore the vehicle. A 
semi-restoration is generally preferable to 
full restoration, especially if you are a 
new enthusiast although this, of necessity, 
depends on the individual and the specific 
car. A full restoration entails the removal 
of the body from the frame, scraping and 
painting the frame, the removal of up- 
holstery, the replacement of dried or rot- 
ten wood in the upholstery channels, the 
disassembly of each component part and 
the cleansing, overhaul, and lubrication of 
each component. In short, full restoration 
requires the inspection and overhaul of 
every item in the automobile. Naturally 
full restoration is more expensive than 
semi-restoration which is diretted solely 
to the overhaul and restoration of defec- 
tive mechanical parts and the renewal of 
the body. If you decide that mechanical 
condition warrants a_ semi-restoration, 
have the engine and chassis thoroughly 
steam cleaned. Pay particular attention 
to the underside of the fenders for they 
will have to be sanded and painted at a 
later date. After steam cleaning, the chas- 
sis should be lubricated. If you decide on 
a full restoration, have the engine and 
chassis steam cleaned but do not lubricate 
the chassis as each part will be disassem- 
bled, inspected and hand lubricated prior 
to reassembly. 

STEP 2a. Steam Cleaning. Steam: clean- 
ing is a most important operation. I? 
done improperly it is of little benefit, while 
if done properly, it can save weeks of 
labor. Wear old clothes when you take the 
car for cleaning and insist on being pres- 
ent when the job is done. Have the oper- 
ator remove as much grease and tar as 
possible from various parts and require him 
to direct and hold his spray on extremely 
dirty areas for 20 to 30 seconds if nec- 
essary. Steam cleaners generally use lye 
or other chemicals with the hot water 
and it is the chemicals which remove most 
of the old paint and tar. Particular atten- 
tion should be paid to nooks and corners 
that are difficult to hand-scrape. When 
the cleaning operation is completed, the 

(Continued on page 54) 
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JAGUAR BADGE BaR 


This newest Arnolt ‘“Tailored’”’ 
Autocessory provides Jaguar 
owners with a perfect “‘show- 
case’’ for club emblems. It is 
beautifully chrome-plated. 


These 
grab handles for the TC or TD 
MG fascia combine beauty 
with — utility. Curved 


to follow shape of cowl. 


Adds distinction to any car 
and extra safety to night 
driving. It may be mounted 
on the Arnolt MG Badge Bar 
as shown here. 


MINDWING-WINDSCREEN 


Another famous Arnolt orig- 
inal—custom-tailored for 
sports cars, Adjustable and 
non-rattling. Folds flat against 
windshield when top is up. 


TO YOUR SPORTS CAR 
with 


Arnolt “Tailored” 


Autocessories 


A real racing type for MG. 
Cam and lever action...no 
threads! Opens in one mo- 
tion—closesand locks posi- 
tively in one motion. 


new 
ashtrays will be especially 
appreciated in spring when 
driving with top up. 3 lus- 
trous chrome-plated models. 


Several styles for interior and 
exterior use are available. Ex- 
terior styles include the grace- 
ful fender mounted model 
shown above. 


highly polished: cast 
minum valve cover for MG 
cars dampens 
engine sounds and’ ‘‘dresses 
up’”’ the motor. 


Write for the name of the nearest 
Autocessories dealer and the Arnolt 


Autocessories catalog describing 
these and other accessories that add 
style to any sports car. (Please en- 
close 25c to cover cost of mailing.) 


Address Dept. 5MT. 
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Autocessories, Ltd, 7 


DIVISION OF 
ARNOLT CORPORATIO 
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(Continued from page 52) 
entire car, top and bottom, should be 
thoroughly doused with water. If this is 
not done, the chemicals may cause the 
new primer and paint to blister and peel. 
All traces of water and spray must be 
removed from leather, upholstery and alu- 
minum parts. A thorough engine and chas- 
sis steam cleaning will cost in the neigh- 
borhood of 10 dollars. caution: If any 
water or spray strikes your body, wash 
the affected parts immediately with cool 
water. If soreness continues, see your 
physician. 

STEP 3: Garage Facilities. If your pres- 
ent garage is inadequate, locate one which 
is accessible to your home and which has 
sufficient space within which to work. You 
will need light, electricity, and lots of 
storage space for extra or disassembled 
parts. An inadequate garage, or an ade- 
quate garage which is inaccessible, can 
take all the joy out of restoration; these 
are the main reasons that some classics are 
dismantled and never reassembled. Stock 
the garage with as much mechanical 
equipment (tools, grinders, etc.) as pos- 
sible, but don’t be deterred by a lack of 
equipment and don’t invest heavily in 
equipment. Most required tools can easily 
be rented or borrowed. It is far more im- 
portant to secure your garage space for 
sufficient time to complete a_ leisurely 
restoration, bearing in mind that the job 
generally takes twice as long as the origi- 
nal estimate. 

STEP 4: Technical Data. Prior to dis- 
assembly, you should obtain all the tech- 
nical information on your car that is avail- 
able. Utmost in importance is the original 
service manual. Service manuals describe 
and explain unusual and eccentric portions 
of a car in addition to detailed procedure 
for most mechanical operations. They also 
contain specifications and diagrams which 
will be needed either by you or your me- 
chanic. If you cannot purchase an original 
service manual, borrow one from either 
a book collector or from the owner of a 
similar car. Have large photostats made of 
each page and return the-manual (espe- 
cially if it’s mine). If a manual is unob- 
tainable, browse through local magazine 


If you’re planning to do your own body 
work, there are certain tools you'll need 
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shops for technical books and magazines 
but be sure to get a book that was print- 
ed after and not prior to the date your 
car was built. Help from other collectors 
and from various car clubs is readily 
available so don’t hesitate to ask for it. 
It may take an extensive period of time 
in which to obtain technical data. During 
this period you should remove and restore 
minor parts of the vehicle, carefully re- 
moving and working on sections which 
are simple in construction and which can 
be replaced in one way only. Examples 
are bumpers, window glass, wheels, hub- 
caps, dash instruments, radiator, and grille. 
STEP 5: Choosing Your Help. Very 
few enthusiasts can do all of the work re- 
quired in the restoration of a vehicle. This 
is true because restoration involves me- 
chanical work, electrical work, body work, 
upholstering, and may even require spe- 
cialized jobs such as spring forging and re- 
setting and axle and frame alignment. It 
is therefore necessary to obtain competent 
outside labor. This is one of the most im- 
portant jobs you have, for work that is 
improperly done or too costly will greatly 
affect the final result and investment. In 
seeking outside help, search for mechanics, 
body men, and upholsterers who are ex- 
perienced on your particular car and have 
worked on similar models in the past. It 
is true that there is no substitute for ex- 
perience, but it is also true that there is 
no substitute for experience in a particu- 
lar line or on a particular car. The chosen 
mechanic or body man should be one who 
takes more pride in his work and crafts- 
manship than in his pocketbook. Choose, 
if possible. men who are willing to work 
on a classic and are anxious to view their 
completed accomplishments. This is im- 
portant for many mechanics are willing to 
do nothing but stereotyped work such as 
removing and replacing parts and are not 
willing to carefully overhaul a specific 
component. A careful and accomplished 
mechanic is necessary so that the job is 
not defective. If defective, the job must 
be repeated or it detracts from your clas- 
sic. While on the subject, remember that 
a spoiled classic is an unrestored classic. 
It lacks monetary value and fails to give 


You'll need a place to store the parts 
after making disassembly of your classic 


the wonderful feeling of ownership, ac- 
complishment, and pride which accompany 
a well restored car. In short, it is just 
another old tub. 

Of extreme importance is the amount 
you must pay for outside help. Each dol- 
lar expended for labor increases the cost 
of the car. It is therefore necessary to bar- 
gain for the best job at the least cost. 
This is often difficult for the average me- 
chanic thinks that a man with a classic 
has a bank account with seven figures. 
Stress your financial difficulties in con- 
junction with the car and never refer to 
it as a classic. It is best to permit the me- 
chanic to assume that your car is your 
daily means of transportation. In restora- 
tion, estimates are forbidden. Insist on a 
definite price for first class work and 
compliance with that price. Estimates 
have an unusual habit of increasing when 
a job is complicated or requires more 
time than anticipated. 

By way of illustration, a novice antique 
car collector drove an immaculate 1912 
Ford around Los Angeles seeking a me- 
chanic who would reline his transmission 
bands. The lowest estimate he received 
was $10.00. He had the job done and was 
handed a bill for $18.00. By the time the 
new lining required replacement, the col- 
lector was a much wiser man. He drove 
to mechanics in his modern car and indi- 
cated that he knew of an old Model ‘T’ 
which would run if the bands were re- 
lined. Expecting to see him arrive in a 
1922 fish truck, mechanics established an 
average estimate of $3.00 plus parts; « 
fair price considering the work involved. 

STEP 6: Disassembly. Disassembly pro- 
cedure is governed mainly by the type of 
restoration desired. If the restoration is 
the first attempted, or the owner lacks 
mechanical knowledge, a semi-restoration 
is advisab!e as the majority of work,will 
be performed by outside help. During a 
semi-restoration, disassembly must be gov- 
erned so that the car can be driven when 
necessary to various mechanics and body 
men. Of course, full restoration renders 
the car immobile until the vital compo- 
nents are restored and reinstalled. 

(CONTINUED NEXT MONTH) 


Space for a leisurely restoration job is 
essential; necessary tools can be rented 
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A ‘simple gadget that will save radiator 


ADVERTISEMENT 


wear and give your engine longer life 


The McRay Protecto Rod 


(Editor’s note: Eric Rickman, top-notch MOTOR 
TREND photographer, is a familiar figure in the 
pits, in the shops, at the tracks . . . wher- 
ever there’s motor action. Rick knows cars, likes 
cars. He is the TRENDER who first discovered 
the McRay Protecto Rod, tried it . . . well, let 
him tell it . . .) 
RIMINY—it works! 

That’s pretty good for a starter. 
What is it and how does it work? 

It’s a series of zinc and copper plates 
on a stainless steel spring core, with rub- 
ber bumpers at each end to prevent noisy 
contact with the radiator tank walls and 
damage to the radiator. You just insert 
the Rod through the neck of the radiator 
into the tank; it’s held in place by an ex- 
pansion ring attached to a brass chain 
which fastens to the radiator cap. Want to 
see what it looks like . . . see that pic- 
ture up top. This “battery” is activated 
by the hot water in the motor and sets up 
a galvanic electric field which renders IN- 
ERT all scale forming salts, neutralizes 
corrosive action of the oxygen, ammonia, 
and other active elements of ordinary wa- 
ter. This galvanic action loosens scale de- 
posits in old cars for easy flushing, and 
keeps new motors completely scale and 
rust free. 

How did you happen to find the Rod? 

We were down at the Barish Chrysler- 
Plymouth agency starting the MT motor 
trial of the ’52 Plymouth when the agency 
mechanics removed the radiator of a 
1949 Plymouth which had been equipped 
with a Protecto Rod for 18 months. The 
block and radiator of that ’49 looked like 
new, without a trace of rust or scale. I fig- 
ured if it could do that for a Plymouth, it 
could do the same for my Chevrolet. 

And? 
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The water in the Chevy radiator was 
dirty with rust, scum and scale when I in- 
stalled the Rod three months ago. . . 

And? 

Take a look at it . . . pure as an edi- 
tor’s heart! That’s the thing that gets 
me... I haven’t flushed the radiator or 
touched it in any way, but the water has 
cleared up completely. 

A convincing commentary, Rick . . 
have you any supplementary evidence to 
prove that this is not just a pleasant fic- 
tion? 

Yeah. . . . We’ve run four other tests 

here at Motor TREND to check mine. In 
every case the results were the same— 
cool, clear water, like the song. To give 
our case authority we put the McRay 
Protecto Rod through a lab test to check 
its influence on corrosion. 
METHOD OF TEST: The test metals were bolt- 
ed together and fastened to the McRay 
Rod. A control metal sample without the 
Rod was also prepared and both samples 
placed in tap water and heated to 160° F 
for 100 hours with aeration. The samples 
were weighed before and after testing. 
Corrosion is expressed in loss of weight 
per square inch. 


TEST DATA: 
Loss of weight in milligrams per square inch 
WITHOUT COUPLED TO 

METAL INHIBITOR PROTECTO ROD 
Aluminum 0.6 No loss 

Steel 10.0 a3 

Cast Iron 23.3 11.1 

Copper No loss No loss 
Brass No loss No loss 


Sounds like a pretty effective way, 
Rick, to keep a cool efficient motor under 
that hood . is the Protecto Rod 
available anywhere? 

Yes, everywhere. 


—Rollin Mack 


Reports on an 
amazing new way fo solve 
engine cooling problems 


Stop Radiator 
Rust FOREVER! 


Rust and scale accumulating 24 hours a day in your 
radiator and water jackets can quickly cripple your 
engine. First, these deposits cut the efficiency 
the cooling system, causing overheating, wasting 
gasoline, wasting power. Then, ‘cause overheated 
oil loses its lubricating efficiency, excessive cylin- 
der and bearing wear takes place rapidly—making 
an overhaul necessary thousands of miles sooner 
than if your cooling system were working efficient- 
ly. Sooner or later, the entire radiator core must 
be replaced at a cost of $45 to $110. 


DANGER AHEAD! 


Most drivers don’t realize how much damage rust 
and corrosion have already caused until warmer 
weather—when it’s too late. Right now is the time 
= prevent costly engine damage—before it takes 
place! 


PREVENT DAMAGE THIS WAY 


Here’s a simple two-way treatment that effectively 
and permanently prevents radiator troub!e—will 
even correct it in older cars where rust and scale 
deposits have already made the radiator useless 
(see MOTOR TREND’S test at left). 
First part of this Radiator Kit is the McRay Protecto 
Rod described at left. Fitted with a Neoprene hanger 
which is impervious to heat, cold, anti-freeze, etc., 
it is flexible and can be installed in any radiator 
easily—even if radiator has baffle plate. Rod sets 
up mild galvanic action which makes it impossib’e 
for rust or scale to stick to radiator or block; also 
neutralizes harmful action of 
oxygen, ia and mi ! 
present in nearly all water. 
Can’t harm water, rubber, 
metal or any part of your car. 
Included with Protecto Rod in 
Radiator Kit is a generous 
package of “‘Leak-Seal”’ —a 
cold solder which not only 
seals radiator leaks from the 
inside, but is also an effective 
water pump lubricant. 

WRITE TODAY FOR 

NO-RISK TRIAL 

For complete Radiator Kit, in- 
cluding both the Protecto Rod 

and “‘Leak-Seal,’’ send only 
inw $2.98; we pay postage (heavy- 

g@gduty kit for tractors, trucks, 

buses $4.95). Or order C.O.D. 
(you pay postal charges). If 
you are not entirely sat- 
isfied, return only the 
Protecto Rod for full re- 
fund and keep the ‘’Leak- 
Seal’’ for your trouble. 
Take advantage of this 
special trial offer; write 
today! 


BARLEC’S Dept. BP-5 
4872 Venice Blvd. 
Los Angeles 19, Calif. 


BARLEC’S, Dept. BP-5 

4872 Venice Blvd., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 
Please send me complete Radiator Kit for 
15-day free trial. If not entirely satisfied, | 
may return Protecto Rod for full refund and 
keep ‘‘Leak-Seal’’ for my trouble. 

) $2.98 for regular size 


lenclose: ( 
( ) $4.95 for truck size 
Send C.0.D. [) regular size [J truck size 
Name 
Address....... 
City Zone..... State 
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FIAT INTRODUCES ITS 
NEW 1100; AMERICA GETS 
ITS MOST ATTRACTIVE 
BRITISH SPORTS CAR 
TO DATE 


by Giinther Molter 


Comfort for four combines with exception- 
al fuel economy. Note novel curved draft 
deflector at top rear edge of front window 


Little (2.65 x 2.93 inches) ohv four-cylin- 
der engine delivers 36 bhp through four- 
speed synchromesh gearbox, hypoid gears 


Available in August for $2995 at ports of 
entry, Austin-Healey has go bhp, four-cyl- 
inder ohv Austin engine, knock-of wire 
wheels, comes with electrically controlled 
overdrive for use in all three gears. It 
weighs 1900 pounds, has go-inch wheel- 
base, stands 35 inches to top of hood. For 
higher speeds, base of windshield slides 
forward until it lies practically flat 
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Newest version of an old-time European favorite is this stubby but neat Fiat 1100 


TALY: A FEW DAYS AGO I was sitting 

in a restaurant where motorists who find 
themselves on a cross-country drive usually 
stop for lunch. An elderly man with a friend- 
ly and brisk manner seated himself at my 
table and ordered a wiener schnitzel. We 
got into conversation and before long be- 
gan speaking of cars. I enumerated the ad- 
vantages of the Mercedes-Benz, especially 
for European highway conditions. This man, 
on the other hand, swore by his Fiat 1100. 

“My friend,” said I, “the Fiat, you must 
admit, is a pretty old car by now.” 

“Go ahead and laugh,” replied my ac- 
quaintance quickly, “but my Fiat 1100 has 
chalked up 300,000 km [186,000 miles].” 
With that he bent forward, moved the cur- 
tain a trifle and pointed outside. “There she 
stands.” 

I took a look at the Fiat which still looked 
neat and well cared for, although it was fast 
vanishing beneath a thick cover of snow. 
Then my luncheon companion proceeded to 
tell me about the car, which he had pre- 
served all through the war, about difficulties 
in obtaining spare parts and how he had 
used it year in and year out in every type 
of weather, often towing another car and 
never being disappointed. 

“I’m only waiting for the new 1100,” my 
friend went on to say. “Then and only then 


can this old Italian friend be set at rest.” 

Well, this lover of Turin machinery 
doesn’t have to wait much longer, since a 
new Fiat 1100 has just seen the light of 
this dreary world. Fiat extols “a model of 
proverbial reliability, beloved by countless 
motorists the world over.” 

The new Fiat 1100 is also a very pleas- 
ing model, with modern lines and a 
roomy, self-supporting body, which com- 
pensates for the absence of the classical 
chassis frame. The wheelbase is 92 inches; 
the track, 48.4 inches front and 47.8 inches 
rear. The engine is an ohv, four-cylinder 
unit with a 2.65 inch bore, 2.93 inch stroke 
and displacement of 66.43 cubic inches. Maxi- 
mum performance at 4400 rpm and with a 
compression ratio of 6.7:1 is 36 hp. The 
cylinder block is cast iron and the head of 
aluminum. The valves are activated by push- 
rods and rocker arms. This “classic Fiat four 
cylinder” has a downdraft carburetor. There 
is a four-speed transmission with synchro- 
mesh on second, third, and fourth, and a 
steering wheel shift. Ratio of the hypoid 
rear axle is 4.3:1. The front wheel suspen- 
sion is by swing arms, coil springs, and 
hydraulic telescopic shock absorbers as well 
as torsion rods. The car has disc wheels and 
5.20:14 tires. There is a 12-volt electrical 

(Continued on page 78) 
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AUTO PARTS, ACCESSORIES 


EVERYTHING you need for your car—50,000 items including 
thousands of HARD-TO-GET PARTS plus many unusual acces- 


Take advantage of this big opportunity to get everything you 
need for your car—even many hard-to-find parts and acces- 
sories you can’t buy in stores! You can get them at wholesale 
prices—save up to 50%. You'll find these 50,000 thrilling 
bargains described and illustrated in a giant new wholesale 
catalogue, jam-packed with exciting values. 


Biggest, Most Complete Line in All 
America for Cars, Trucks, Taxis... 
from the oldest to latest models 


In this amazing catalogue you'll find a big choice of automo- 
tive accessories and parts—everything you want. Also thrillin 
values in custom-styling accessories—high-speed parts an 
accessories to soup up stock engines for top speed, accelera- 
tion and economy. Catalogue also includes new style Holly- 
wood accessories different from anything you've seen in 
stores. Other exciting buys at wholesale prices include: 


@ Auto radios @ Tires and tubes 
© Mufflers and pipes @ Tools 
‘ @ Custom-styling accessories © Body parts 
Limited e@ Engines and parts @ Radiators 
Time Offer! @ High speed equipment @ Springs and shocks 
i @ Transmissions and parts @ Ignition parts 
Rush Coupon New, used, rebuilt parts and accessories for all makes, 


Today! years, models of all autos, trucks and taxis. 


Exciting get-acquainted 
FREE GIFT OFFER 


Amazing, valuable new scientific check chart that shows p a= 
exactly how to know if your car is safe—sent as a FREE GIFT 
with every catalogue. It explains how you can easily make your 
car safe. Offer limited, so rush coupon today. 


MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


J 

J. C. Whitney & Co. a 
1917 M-25 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 

Please rush me your giant catalogue that describes 50,000 automotive rs 

items I can get at wholesale prices. I enclose 25c to cover part of cost— 

which I understand will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. 


Just off the Press [©-@= 
124 ill 
illustrated pages, 


jammed with 50,000 auto- 
motive items at wholesale 
prices. Value $1.00. For lim- 
ited time only, it can be 
yours for just 25¢—which 
will be credited on your first 
$5.00 order. It's like getting this valu- 
able bargain packed catalogue FREE! 

Send today for YOURS. 


1917 M-25 Archer Ave. Chicago 16,1 
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SSTAND:. 


YOUR NEW 


THE SENSATIONS OF THE 
AUTOMOTIVE WORLD 


Not only glittering new experimental cars, but beau- 
tiful creations of days gone by; magnificent designs 
that are still on drawing boards; unique, “one of a 
kind” special purpose automobiles ... 


160 PAGES of brilliant photographs, detailed draw- 
ings and special cartoon material vividly illustrate 
the stories behind the finest of dream cars: 


HOW AND WHERE 
THEY ORIGINATE— 
HOW THEY'RE BUILT— 
HOW THEY AFFECT OUR 
CARS OF TOMORROW! 


Fifty-eight 


DREAM CARS 


Why Do Cops 
Give Tickets? 


(Continued from page 31) 


when we spot him speeding 70 miles an 
hour or going through a red light or vi- 
olating any of the traffic ordinances. But, 
whoever we pull to the curb, the general 
attitude is mostly the same ‘why pick on 
me when you should have nabbed that 
other guy?’” 

“That’s right,” a former U. S. Army 
Airforce pilot, and now an officer, inter- 
rupted. “If you stop the driver of a high- 
powered car he wants to know why he is 
being persecuted. Nine times out of to, 
he'll ask, ‘Why didn’t you go after that 
chap in the jalopy? His equipment is a 
deadly menace to all! My car is in darn 
good running order!’” 

By the same token, according to the 
rest of the officers present, the jalopy 
driver will gripe to the cop, “You 
wouldn't pick on me if I had a big swanky 
car and the connections that- go with it.” 

In both cases the driver is determined 
the cop is prejudiced. But if the motorist 
thinks he has the cop’s number, don't 
think the cop hasn’t got him pegged, too. 

“After a year on the ‘bikes’ you get 
ring wise,” one veteran officer said. “You 
get so you know every trick the motorist 
has up his sleeve and you get to read peo- 
ple better than a practicing psychiatrist.” 

For instance, you ladies. The “boys” 
have your number, too. You, they claim, 
on being stopped for a violation, go 
through four regular stages. At first you 
are very aloof. Then as the officer con- 
tinues writing the ticket, you suddenly 
exhibit great gobs of charm and friendli- 
ness. Seeing this isn’t working too well, 
you break out in a flood of tears. At home 
this usually gains you the decision from 
the Old Man. But this cop knows all the 
tricks, so he politely hands you the ticket 
anyway. Upon this, you turn on the officer 
and scorch him with a blast of abusive 
language that would shame a truck driver. 

Professional people seem to be quite a 
disappointment to the traffic boys. They 
always give the doctor the courtesy and 
run of the roads. But alas, too often this 
privilege is abused and every hurried drive 
on the road made by the doctor becomes 
an emergency call. Subsequent checkings 
by officers have proven that many times 
the doctor is speeding to an appointment 
—but not always with a patient. 

Lawyers are the biggest pain in the neck 
to traffic officers, they claim. Once 
stopped, our lawyer bolts out of his car 
waving traffic codes, statutes, sections, 
etc. He will fight the case bitterly on the 
curb and right on through the courts. 
“And usually,” one officer grinned, “he 
winds up paying his fine just like any- 
body else.” 

Here’s something for you motorists to 

(Continued on page 60) 


Motor Trend 


co 
we 
he 
Mi 
tu 
co 
ee : | an 
de 
| an 
: sec 
we 
in 
Th 
by 
cat 
3 gu 
: thi 
orc 
sta 
cor 
Copies may also dir 
mo 


rist 
on't 
too. 

get 
You 
rist 


SAVE GAS! SAVE REPAIRS! 


SAVE MONEY EVERY MILE YOU DRIVE 
with a MILE-O-METER ON YOUR DASH! 


You can save gas—you 
can save repairs—you can 
cut dollars off your mile- 
age costs... all by using 
a Mile-O-Meter installed on 
the dashboard of your car. 
Want proof? Here it is! 


YOU'LL SAVE GAS! 


You'll save gas because Mile-O-Meter’s miles-per-gallon scale 
warns you immediately when you're wasting gas. All you do is 
drive so that the indicator swings as far to the right as possible 
... you do that and you get far better mileage. It’s that simple! 
It doesn’t matter what kind of car you have . . . if you keep the 
indicator out of the “red” area as you drive, you'll get all the gas 
mileage your car can deliver. 


YOU'LL SAVE REPAIRS! 


Mile-O-Meter is the only instrument on the dashboard that gives 
you a visual report on overall engine condition. This amazing 
Gale Hall development tells you when engine adjustments are 
needed to prevent costly breakdowns and repairs. The engine 


condition scale keeps a constant check on what's going on under 
the hood . . . indicates the performance of the carburetor, timing, 


plugs, distributor and other engine comp Every driver who 
wants all the power and dependability his car can deliver must 


have this vital information! 
YOU’LL CUT MILEAGE COSTS! 
YOu be SAVE ON TUNE-UPS! Mile-O-Meter shows you how you can cut your “cost-per-mile 


Mile-O-Meter is a “must" for the — who wont to make his own +4 q minimum. It helps you save on gas, save on repairs, save on 
is made by the same tune-ups. Add all the savings together . . . and you'll quickly see 
why Mile-O-Meter is considered “the most important instrument 
and garages throughout the country ... the same features of i" for itself d . 
design are incorporated in the Mile-O-Meter as in the Chekometer °" the dash.” It actually pays for itself over and over again on 
gas savings alone! You save money every mile you drive because 


and other famous Gale Hall mechanics’ instruments. The vacuum ¥ 
scale is recognized as the “standard” for engine analysis. And, Mile-O-Meter warns you immediately when you‘re wasting money 
we supply a chart which shows you how to use the Mile-O-Meter by poor engine performance or high fuel consumption. You just 


in tuning your engine to top performance! You can’t go wrong! can’t afford to be without a Mile-O-Meter on your dashboard. 


YOU CAN’T LOSE! 


That's right . . . you can’t lose 


by ordering a Mile-O-Meter be- 


SEND ......... DELUXE ........ .. STANDARD 


MILE-O-METERS AT G............... 


Deluxe illuminated, 
cause it’s always sold with a @354 diameter, NAME ..... 
“money -bock- if-not- satisfied” @ Chrome Wim. 
thing to gain . . . send in your > © pt 
order now. It’s simple to in- 
stall, fits all cars, and comes @ Standard Model, Orders are shipped within 24 hours anywhere in the U. S. A. 
@ 2%" diameter. We pay postage when payment accompanies order. Add 35¢ 


complete with all fittings and for special delivery, if desired. Each Mile-O-Meter is gift- 


directions. Join the thousands of packaged, with all accessories and instructions included. 


owners on te GALE HALL ENGINEERING, ING. DEPT. 352 


road today . . . start saving NORTH HAMPTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
money every mile you drivel eeoeceeecececeeeceeceeeeeeese 


Plated trim. 


* 
e 
Check Enclosed Money Order Enclosed Send C.O.D. 
* 
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52-53 Ford 


The same ultra modern 
bullet type used by the nation’s 


finest custom shops. Gives Fords 
| 


a longer, smoother fender line. Made of heavy 
gauge steel, suitable for frenching if desired, or can 
be installed in 10 minutes using only a 
screwdriver. No wiring alterations required. ee 
Complete with lens and chrome trim ring. Long, mA 
streamlined .. . Customize your 95 


car for a few dollars! Postpaid only ‘ 


per pair 
Dear Customer: 
You can now order all your special ey rey , cams, gaug etc., etc. 
(any item for any car... any brand), direct BY MAIL from the great Newh tock 


Just send a deposit and state eo needs clearly—You can then pay the balance C.0.D. We 
ship everywhere by fast parce 


post. All prices are strictly competitive. 


Sincerely, 9 ‘ 


BIG 1953 CATALOG 

Hundreds of Speed, 
Power and Economy 
products for all cars. 25+ 


on 555 


UN 
(TIRED) 5205 East Beverly Bivd., Los Angeles 22, California (4 Blocks East of Atlantic Blvd.) Phone: una. 


DON'T GO NEAR THE WATER! 


NO NEED TO HANG 

Your CLOTHES ON 

© O)a HIcKoRY 

when you wash 4 

f { y 
your car witha AZ 


New 
WHIRLAWAY 


JET PROPELLED CAR/WASHER 


STOP spending money on car ee “9 5 
ROTATING washes! Just attach the Modern - male 
NEW WHIRLAWAY to your garden , tp i] 

over the car and watch the dirt whir 

Whisks Dirt Away away. No splash—No work! 4-Foot alum- é oe 


inum handle with water regular and shut- 
off. Fully rust-proof. Jet propelled brush 
whisks away dirt, dust, road haze—without 
soaps or cleansers. Finest horsehair brush—will not 
scratch car finish. Whirlaway pays for itself over 

and over. RUSH ORDER NOW — Sent postpaid if you 
send check or money order. Or C.O.D plus postage 


NO SCRUBBING! 
Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 


LAST CALL... 


FOR MOTOR TRENDS AUTOMOTIVE AND INDUSTRIAL DESIGN CONTEST 
Entries must be postmarked before midnight, May 31, 1953 
Send for your application blank today. 


CONTEST EDITOR, MOTOR TREND, 5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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(Continued from page 58) 
remember. Traffic officers say they are 
more easily talked into giving a ticket 
than out of giving one: “Many times 
when we merely go up to a driver to warn 
him—give him the benefit of the doubt 
—he has his back up and takes the of- 
fensive. Subsequently he winds up talking 
himself into a ticket. 

One officer chuckled as he related, “J 
remember pulling one fellow up to the 
curb for just a warning. Then his wife 
butts in and yelps, ‘See, Herman, didn’t 
I tell you all the way from the beach 
you’d be caught for speeding and driving 
like a madman?’” 

As a rule. the officers have learned all 
your little foibles and impatiences and 
take them into consideration before tag- 
ging you. 

As a matter of fact, the modern police 
traffic officer is a trained specialist in his 
field. He considers carefully every phase 
of a situation involving a possible traffic 
violation before he does or does not write 
out a citation. He admits once in a while 
a mistake can be made by him. 

For instance, one woman driver was 
stopped for driving through a red light. 
She protested indignantly. “But, officer,” 
she exclaimed, “I did go through that red 
light, yes. But I had waited some time be- 
fore I did. That red light was stuck.” 

The officer gave her a citation as a 
quick look showed that all lights were 
working. But as the officer put it, “I felt 
I detected a ring of truth in her voice and 
wondered if maybe she hadn’t been right 
after all. I checked’ the red light in ques- 
tion, and sure enough, 10 minutes later it 
stuck again. I had the citation cancelled, 
of course.” 

Incidentally, the officers on foot, direct- 
ing traffic at busy intersections, have their 
headaches, too. As one of these officers so 
aptly remarked, “We direct traffic with 
one hand and defend our lives with the 
other.” 

“Say, maybe we do look a little grim at 
that, sometimes,” another officer admitted, 
“but after standing in one place all day, 
the old legs and feet begin to scream for 
mercy. And both arms feel like you’ve 
been trying to push a Mack truck up a 
steep hill.” 

The pet peeve of the traffic officers 
afoot is the incher-uppers. This specie is 
a definite hazard to public safety, they 
vow: “They are the jokers who can’t 
stand waiting behind the crosswalk when 
the red light is on. So inch by inch, they 
nudge up a little past that crosswalk and 
pretty soon pedestrians go around them, 
at the same time praying they won’t get 
hit by some other car.” 

Getting back to the metorcycle cop: 
despite complaints of the polled motorists 
that he is “pencil happy,” he takes his 
life in his hands every time he chases a 
speedster. He is always quite sure in his 


(Continued on page 62) 
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YOUNG PRODUCTS, Dept. 11400 2605 Elmhurst, Detroit 6, Mich. 
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HOT ROD YOUR CAR-A com- 
plete, comprehensive guide for 
improving and increasing en- 
gine performance, for every 
car-owner. Covers every tyre 
of car. 


RESTYLE YOUR CAR—Hundreds 
of new techniques, materials; 
totally new ideas. Where and 
how to start the customizing 
process. Features America’s 
Ten Best Customs in detail. 


HOW TO BUY A CAR-—A book 
on spending money... . for 
profit. New and used car buy- 
ing; your legal rights; depre- 
ciation; how to keep it rolling. 
Your vividly illustrated guide 
to a sound automobile invest- 
ment. 


ON YOUR 
FAVORITE 
NEWSSTAND 


SPEED AND SPORT — Stories, 
facts, brilliant photographs 
bring a dramatic view of the 
rebirth of the sports car move- 
ment. Domestic, European cars; 
events; articles on tuning, driv- 
ing, maintenance. 


HOT RODS — Complete 
technical and pictorial 
coverage of the great- 
est hot rods, from 
smooth street jobs to 
Bonneville bombs! 


CUSTOM CARS — The 
fabulous cars of re- 
styling experts show 
you how you can have 
a sleek custom beauty! 


AUTOMOTIVE 


CUSTOM CARS and HOT RODS are now 
in limited supply! Sold out on newsstands, 
they may be ordered direct from the pub- 
lisher only. Don’t mis _ copies of these 


TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Enclosed is $.......... ... for ........ books at 85c each (includes post- 
4 age and handling). 
(CO HOT ROD YOUR CAR [)RESTYLE YOUR*CAR CUSTOM CARS 
( HOW TO BUY A CAR HOT RODS 


(DO SPEED AND SPORT 
($1.00 in Canada) 
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" PROVED by by Unbiased Field Tests 


Send 
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for 
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DUANE 

CARTER 


International 
Race Driver 


Many lubrication “aids” claim to help 
engines. Here’s proof that Miracle 
Power improves lubrication. Wet- 
more Hodges & Associates, inde- 
pendent research laboratory, ran a 


Stops Dry STARTING Damage... 


During stops, oil drains off vital engine 
parts and it takes up to five minutes to 
pump it back after starting. Meantime, 
dry metal grinds against dry metal. 
Result: wear ... lost power . . . repairs. 


Miracle Power Division 

THE PARTS CORPORATION 

613 AP Building «+ Toledo 1, Ohio 
Manufacturers of: 

MUFFLERS « PIPES * MIRACLE POWER + oe 123 


MIRACLE POWE 


comparative road 
truck engines, each hauling salt and 
gravel(38 tons gross vehicle 
weight). The engine ot using Miracle 
Power broke down at 33,703 miles. 
The engine using Miracle Power was 
still operating efficiently. pe 
Results: Miracle Power was using 33% lessoil, 
gave 13% greater compression, 56% more 
spark plug life, 49% less cylinder wear, 15% 
less ring wear, 100% longer fuel pump life. 
Insist on Miracle Power in your gas ®vens off. 
and oil. 


Treats the Engine, Not the Oil! 


Use Miracle Power to protect engines 
with a breathlike lubricating film. It is 
not a purge—not a detergent—not a 
“soup-up” chemical— it treats 
the engine, not the oil. 


Get Miracle Power (money back guarantee) at f: 
stations, garages and Ford, Kaiser-Frazer, Wil 
and other car dealers — 75c ($1.00 in Canada) 


Cuts Oil Usage 33% 
Adds 13% Compression 


test of two 


We cheated 
metal as bread soaks up 
butter, Miracle Power—secret 
blend of ‘super 


oil 


PUTS THE 
ENGINE 
PERFORMANCE’ 


© AP Parts 1953 


and cars. 


Duane Carter, famous international rac- 
er, uses Miracle Power in his own racers 


“Miracle Power has saves me a 


of bills because on 
tion even when oil is temporarily ab-— 
sent. And Mirocle Power prevents rete ‘ 
draulic valve lifter troubles.” 
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NEWSSTANDS 
EVERYWHERE 
MAY 20th 


A NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE 
WITH A COMPLETELY NEW APPROACH 
TO MOTORING AS A. SPORT... 


WITH INSIDE PAGES IN BRILLIANT FULL COLOR! 
Among the big features in the beautiful first edition: 
* THE COMPLETE JAGUAR STORY; a story of vision, courage and 


outstanding engineering 
never be written... 


* THE WORLD’S MOST CLOSELY GUARDED AUTOMOTIVE SECRET! 
* WHAT DO FOREIGN CAR REPAIRS COST?—here’s a case ae 


that’s a real eye-opener! 


Travel amd sportswear features—the Chevrolet Corvette—the 
rare Kissel Roadster—DON'’T MISS THE FABULOUS NEW 


AUTO SPORTSMAN! 


SUBSCRIPTION ORDER FORM* 


AUTO SPORTSMAN 
5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please enter my name as a subscriber for 

(CD One Year $3.50 
Above rates for U.S., its possessions and Canada. 
All other countries 


(1 Two Years $6.50 


(J One Year $4.50 [] Two Years $8.50 


odd 


city. 


zone. state. 


*Present “AUTO” 


ae 


subscribers will receive AUTO SPORTSMAN g 


each month for the remainder of their subscriptions. 


(Continued from page 60) 
own mind that a violation has been com- 
mitted before heading after a remiss driv- 
er. His has proven the most hazardous 
job on the force. 

Los Angeles traffic officers claim that 
sometime in the course of performing 
their duties in the motor corps, they may 
be laid up with injuries. They even go so 
far as to say that of the entire police 
department the greatest percentage of 
casualties are from the motor squadron. 
Since there are approximately 4000 men 
in the entire Los Angeles police depart- 
ment and only 300 in the motorcycle di- 
vision, these remarks tell a significant 
story. 

And furthermore, if that motor cop looks 
a little grim, it isn’t because he’s had a 
fracas with Missus, but probably because 
of the tortuous tasks he performs daily. 
For instance, those statistics you read in 
the newspapers about the number of per- 
sons killed by day, by month, by year, are 
more than cold statistics to him. For he 
sees more of death than any other type 
of arresting police officer. He is at the 
scene of a crash when once warm and 
vibrant bodies are now cold and lifeless. 
He sees the scores of helpless kiddies 
maimed, crippled, dead, as the result of 
motorists’ error or carelessness. He sees 
women—old and young alike—torn and 
lacerated. He sees entire families wiped 
from the land of the living by false moves 
of hurrying motorists. Year after year, he 
sees this everlasting cavalcade of doomed 
humans driving heedlessly into the face of 
death and destruction. 

Then, on covering the scene of a crash, 
he finds indisputable proof that the ca- 
tastrophe could have been avoided by 
simple observance of traffic laws and cour- 
tesies. No wonder he looks grim! These 
are the reasons it is almost impossible to 
talk him out of a ticket, for he knows that 
“accidents don’t just happen—they are 
caused.” 

“Tt’s a funny thing,” one sergeant 
mused, “but when your doctor gives you 
the look that foretells doom, shakes his 
head sadly, and says, ‘Joe, you can’t keep 
this pace up! If you want to live you'll 
have to siow down,’ you gulp, wipe away 
the beads of perspiration, and assure the 
Doc meekly you'll take better care of 
yourself. Then you head home, grateful 
to the Doc for laying down the law to you 
in time. 

“But, my friend, when the motor cop 
pulls you up to the curb after catching 
you traveling 80 miles an hour and asks, 
‘What’s the matter, Joe, don’t you want 
to live to be an old man?’—then that’s 
a different story. Are you grateful to him 
for giving the same type of advice the 
Doc did for prolonging your life? No! 
Nine times out of 10 you are calling him 
‘pencil happy’ and what Mr. Truman 
called Margaret’s music critic. Under your 
breath, that is.” —Ernest J. Antrobus 
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The secret’s out...the Sunbeam’s in! 


the brand new 
SUNBEAM 
Alpine Sports 


NEW QUEEN AMONG SPORTS CARS 


One look at the new Sunbeam-Talbot Alpine 
Sports will make your spirits sing! Two min- 
utes at the wheel will make you a Sunbeam 
“salesman”! 

This is the car that was “Bred in the Alps” 
as Sunbeam-Talbot beat the cream of the 
world’s sports cars in the testing Alpine Rally. 

Sunbeam’s emphatic triumph brought a bil- 
lowing demand for a sports type Sunbeam- 
Talbot —a fast, fit and fashionable car with a 
high-performance power plant and endurance 
beyond dispute—an automobile with the road- 
ability and racing grace that mark the thor- 
oughbred sports car. 

Result: The Alpine Sports. 

Every deft detail—note the cushioned bucket 
seats, the disappearing all-weather top, the 
louvred bonnet —has a “custom” look and 
quality about it. Available to all who buy the 
Alpine Sports will be special “Plus Perform- 
ance Kits,” for competition. Also several other 
racing devices to help put your nose out in 
front. 

Today, ladies and gentlemen, there’s a new 
Queen among sports cars. You had best get 


your order in right away! 


REPLACE the removable STOW all your luggage in  ALL-WEATHER TOP goes up 
windshield with these this oversized locker. (The without hitch and disap- 
plastic racing screens, spare wheel goes under- = 
in competition. neath.) 


ROOTES MOTORS, INC. 


505 Park Avenue, New York 
42-14 21st Street, Long Island City 


403 North Foothill Road, Beverly Hills, Calif. 
465 California Street, San Francisco Calif. 
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FADE-PROOF 
BRAKES THAT LAST 
TWICE AS LONG....— 


COP-SIL-LOY is a pulverized metallic alloy, sus- 


pended in a fluid adhesive which you brush on 
your brake linings. 


Treat Your Linings With 


COP-SIL-LOY 


The Amazing New 
ALLOY BRAKE CONDITIONER 


DOUBLES BRAKE LiFE— The COP-SIL-LOY granules impregnate the pores of the brake drum, reducing 
tion and the drum surface an average of 60%, thereby doubling the life of new 


or partly-worn brakes. 


STOPS “FADE” — 
off at 250° 


WATER PROOFS BRAKES— Moisture will not enter pores of drums or 
linings which have been filled with COP-SIL-LOY. Speeds brake drying 
time at least 50%. Resists oil, grease, and brake fluid. 


CSL CLUTCH COMPOUND | Order COP-SIL-LOY on a positive money- 
back guarantee and enjoy long-lasting, 
loy with silver for maxi- | smoother, safer brake op- 4 


#1500—A superlative al- 


mum heot dissipation. 


clutches. ..$15 Postpaid. 


The friction of average untreated lining starts to - 

F., reducing brake effectiveness at higher speeds or 
« heavy traffic. This dangerous ‘‘fade’’ is eliminated by COP-SiL- tor 
which maintains a high friction coefficient of .34 up to at least 500° F. 


eration with no fading. 
Treats 540 square inches | Complete treatment and in- 
— enough to do several | structions for applying . . . 
Add Tax on Calif. Sales 


POSTPAID 


4% 


The AUTO-VAC AIR 
MASTER installed 
directly into your 


INSURES TOP MOTOR PERFORMANCE 
all excess negative * INSURES FULL MOTOR POWER 
INSURES LONGER MOTOR LIFE 

+ INSURES EASIER MOTOR STARTS 


RELIEF VALVE 


REDUCES OIL CONSUMPTION 
¢ REDUCES CARBON 

¢ KEEPS VALVES CLEAN 

° KEEPS SPARK PLUGS CLEAN 

© REDUCES EXHAUST SMOKE 

* REDUCES OBNOXIOUS ODORS 

* REDUCES OIL DILUTION BY GASOLINE 
 PREVENTS EXCESSIVE MOTOR WEAR 


AUTO-VAC MFG. CO. 


5517 KNOLL DRIVE 
Enclosed find 
Avte-Vac Air Master with complete 
My cor isa 
MAKE MODEL 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


Si-ty-tour 


(Continued from page 30) 

and pinging was very noticeable under 
load. On our test car, the transmission 
did not operate at all smoothly. Forward 
shifts in DRIVE range were obtrusive and 
jerky, resulting in a constant awareness 
of the transmission while driving in traf- 
fic and at low speeds. Shifts into Re- 
VERSE and Low range were smoofher 
than before, with less “clunk.” 


Roadability and Handling 


Pivot points in the front suspension 
have been moved this year. The factory 
claims that this change results in easier 
handling on curves, and in reduced tire 
wear. The staff noted some improvement 
over last year’s model. There was a fairly 
quick reaction to the necessary correction 


More massive rear end features new back- 
up lights, finned fenders that echo new 
deck curve. Lock is hidden under handle 


when going through a corner, and the 
steering was not mushy. The body did 
not lean excessively. 

On straight roads without wind, no cor- 
rective action was necessary. 

Recovery from soft shoulders was quick 
and positive. On street car tracks, the 
large, low-pressure tires contributed to 
the usual whipping aside. 

Pontiac continues its comparatively 
high and horizontal steering wheel posi- 
tion. It is well related to the driver’s 
seating position. Combined with a low 
floor tunnel, wider-opening doors, and door 
checks that release easily, it gives the 
Pontiac a high rating for ease of entrance 
and exit, and, hence, as a car for stop- 
and-go driving. Such a wheel position. 
however, obliges the driver to use his 
shoulders constantly when driving on curv- 
ing roads. Fatigue, with its attendant bad 
effect on safety and comfort, may result. 
If you are considering the purchase of a 
Pontiac and a great deal of your driving 
is on curves, MT Research suggests that 
you try out the car where you will be 
driving it. 

The steering gear ratio has been raised 
from 22:1 to 25:1. While this reduces 
driver effort some 13 per cent, it requires 
more twisting than before (four turns 
lock to lock). Optional power steering, 
with which the test car was not equipped, 

(Continued on page 66) 
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The Muffler That Lets Power Boom Through 


Cut down on back pressure! Increase power... _ straight through design reduces back pressure. 
et more miles per gallon... boost your speed.. And you'll go for the deep, powerful engine 

Byna-Pak—the steel packed Hollywood type _ purr that Dyna-Pak gives you. See your dealer 

muffler—does this for your car because its or write for full information. Dept. 6-E. 


DUALS and HEADERS 
For Extra Speed...Extra Power 


For even greater power and performance, get a makeshift—many R. gy features to fit and 
Dyna-Pak duals or headers. Easy to install. Not operate with Dyna-Pak or original equipment. 


a 


Satisfaction 
GET ‘EM ALL, HAVE A BALL! 
: “CUSTOM CAL'SEZ’ T ‘EM ALL, HA ALL! 
Accessories 
Since 1919 $ Includes chrome wire loom, red ignition 
COMPLETE CHROME MOTOR KIT AND SAVE $3.25 chrome wire loom, red ignition 
value if each item purchased separately. Yours now for onlyg 
@ Go first class, get ‘em all. Or, if you want, items are available e 
individually at prices shown plus $2.25 for wire and 60c for cap. 
e Chevy Wire Looms......$5.95 pr. 
With Bright Wire....$7.95 ; 
® Adds class to gt for Chevy 
spark plug wires. Chrome plated on steel tub- 
tion, cut to len , includin 
tips, ready SIDEPLATE $7.95 Real sharp. Chrome 
plated on steel. Fits 1937-52. Specify if 
powerglide. 
VALVE COVER $8.95 Finest quality chrome to ES, 
withstand heat. Complete with chrome oil cap e 
late model conversion. Fits 1937-’53. 
1949-51 
© FORD 
e GRILLE e 7 
BAR a 
18 gauge steel, extends inwards 71/2”. Replaces : : pe 
tion. Top molding, hood conversion (not inclu a 
needed for '49 and '50 Ford, plus ‘50 or 51 park- 1952 FORD GRILLE BAR Bi 
@ ing lights . . . for ‘50 Ford, 1951 top Iding and Repl: lete center bar without altera- New & sharp. Nose - aa but save ‘expense 2 : 
hood conversion. tion, no drilling or cutting. Bolts in place us- 
e MAIL ORDER—$20.95 Present holes. may, ORDER—$20.95 No drilling, no cutting, snaps inte place, Three @ 
t ti tee to 
on ) ot orders. Prices FOB hes Angeles. Ca. D. Add 3% Sales vox in Came. 


3319 MT-5, So. Grand Ave. 
Los Angeles 7, Calif. 
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JAGUAR 
WIND WINGS 


Chrome on brass bolts 
and fittings — lucite panels 
Works with top up or down with curtains in 
. place or not — install yourself in 20 minutes 


Send $3 8>°° pair postpaid 


or will ship C.O.D. Free catalogue 
If not ordering send 25¢ for wholesale and retail catalogue 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


BOX MT 3086 CHATTANOOGA, TENN. 


Sixty-six- 


Motor Trend’s Bob Hoeppner takes time 
off from more scientific duties to demon- 
strate low, easy-loading Pontiac trunk sill 


is like that of all GM products. That is, 
the hydraulic booster operates only after 
the driver expends a few pounds of force, 
and the ratio does not differ from the 
standard steering. 

Excessive vibration appeared, seemingly 
throughout the body, at speeds over 70 
mph. This objectionable feature was not 
noted in the ’52 Pontiac, which was un- 
usually tractable and solid-feeling at high 
speeds. Though the wheels were balanced 
on the test car, the job may have been 
done improperly, which could cause such 
a vibration. 


A Really Good Ride 


As last year, the Pontiac’s ride seemed 
to please everybody. The car flattened out 
even bad bumps and dips with no bot- 
toming and recovered very quickly, with 
no oscillation. The tires picked up road 
noise, which would not have been thought 
excessive had the car not been under- 
coated. 


Performance 


As we expected, performance figures 
varied hardly at all from those for the 
1952 Pontiac Eight. Horsepower and com- 
pression ratio were the same on this car 
as on the ’52 test car, but the new model 
weighed 120 pounds more. Despite this, 
all acceleration figures were better. 

The standing start quarter-mile took 
20.3 seconds, or slightly over a second 
less than in 1952; 0-30 was accomplished 
in 5.2 seconds, or 0.6 seconds less; 0-60 
required 15.9 seconds, nearly three sec- 
onds less; and 30-60 took 10.2 seconds, 
2.3 seconds less. 

The fastest one-way recording of top 
speed was 97.8 mph, or 2.6 mph faster 
than last year, and average top speed was 
also two mph higher. 

Also improved were fuel consumption 
figures, the new car averaging nearly two 
mpg better in MT Research’s traffic test 
and from a small fraction of a gallon to 
more than two gallons better in all but 
one of the tests at steady speeds. At a 
steady 30 mph in D-4 range, the ’52 car 
got 25.4 mpg, topping the ’53 by 1.4 mpg. 
Gas tank capacity has increased from 17% 
to 20 gallons. 
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Brake stopping distances are another 
story. They were a bit below average on 
the *53 car. Attempts were made to 
“feather” the pedal (that is, to vary foot 
pressure) to keep the brakes from locking, 
but to no avail; stopping distances then 
increased by some 20 feet. Once again 
this year, the car—in almost every way a 
satisfactory general-purpose family vehi- 
cle—has brakes that are not up to its 
other features. 
The Sturdy Six 

Pontiac’s six-cylinder engine, once far 
and away its sales leader, has dropped 
behind its larger brother in recent years. 
The price differential is now only about 
$75, and the Six with Hydra-Matic uses 
the same compression ratio as the Eight, 
requiring the use of premium fuel. In ad- 
dition, it has a four-inch stroke, rather 
long by today’s standards. Bore is 3% 
inches; displacement, 239.2. The Six does 
have several modifications for 1953 (alu- 
minum alloy pistons, dual carburetors, 
new camshaft with longer valve opening) 
and now develops 118 bhp at 3800 rpm 
(115 with standard transmission). Even 
so. it lacks the zip of the Eight. 


New Body Type 

The ranks of the utility wagons have 
swelled since Plymouth introduced its 
Suburban in 1949, and Pontiac now offers 
a six-passenger car of this type, with flat- 
folding back seat for large loads or sleep- 
ing. Other models. including an eight- 
passenger station wagon, continue as be- 
fore. 


Durability 


Only a couple of minor annoyances oc- 
curred to plague the MT Research Staff 
during the testing of the Pontiac. Three 
chrome rings, which decorate the plastic 
window regulator handles, fell off during 
the first week of the tests. Passengers in 
the rear seat found that the ashtray had 
to be opened with caution, for it fell to 
the floor if opened more than halfway. 

In general, the car’s durability potential 
is excellent. Notably few Pontiac owners 
are heard to complain about their engines, 
whose major “bugs” were ironed out long 
ago. Hydra-Matic drive and the standard 
synchromesh transmission are both trou- 
ble-free and can be counted on for good 
service. 


Summary 


What do you want in a car? If you must 
have top performance, fuel economy sec- 
ond to none, the newest of the new in 
looks, or an interior where you are cradled 
in luxury, this car will not satisfy you. 
But if you are looking for a car that lags 
behind the crowd in none of these cate- 
gories, and that you can operate for a very 
low all-inclusive cost per mile, the Pontiac 
may well be the car for your serious con- 
sideration. 


—Pete Molson and Walt Woron 
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Get more miles per gallon 
and increased power 


with NAPCO 
DRY-CHARGER 


Operating on an entirely new principle, the Napco 


Dry Charger causes your motor to deliver more miles ————— 

per gallon of gas, by utilizing gas that is ordinarily 

wasted. It acts as an auxiliary carburetor by capturing Money Back 
and vaporizing the raw, wet gasoline which your car- Guarantee 


buretor has not fully utilized. This waste gas causes 
carbon or drains into the crankcase, diluting the 
motor oil. In either case it means loss of power and 
eventual costly repairs. 


It costs nothing to try the 
DRY-CHARGER on_ your 
car. If after 10 days’ trial, 
you are not completely sat- 
isfied with the increased 
mileage, better performance 
and smoother operation the 
DRY-CHARGER gives you, 
full purchase price will be 
refunded. 


The Napco Dry-Charger saves 10 to 20 percent in gas 
consumption and boosts power output 10 to 15% by 
dynamometer test. Highly efficient, provides a scien- 
tifically balanced fast-firing gas mixture for complete 
combustion at all speeds summer and winter. Simple 
in construction, no moving parts to wear out. Easy to 
install—only simplest tools required. 


Price only $7.50 for single barrel, $8.75 for double 
barrel, postpaid. Soon pays for itself. Send certified 
check or money order, and specify make and model of 
car and number of cylinders. Order today. 


The NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE 
PRODUCTS Co. 

2122 St. Clair Ave., Cleveland 14, O. 

Please send me one Napco Dry- 

Charger for 

Car, year 

Cylinders Single barrel, 
Double barrel 


the NATIONAL AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS Co. Remi 3 losed 
2122 St. Clair Ave. porn 
Cleveland 14, Ohio 
satisfied. 


Write for Big 4-color Picture Catalog of World's 
finest Speed Equipment for all cars—Dual Mani- 
folds, Racing Cams, Heads, Hollywood Mufflers, Exhaust Systems, Chrome 
Parts, etc. Over 1000 items to save you money, PLUS... 


SOUPING MANUAL 


... “HOW TO SOUP UP YOUR CAR,” Racing Tricks, Economy Secrets, 

Tuning Charts, Etc. DISCOUNT COUPONS, GIANT CATALOG & HOP UP 

1 UJ | CT MANUAL all for only 25¢ ppd. DEALERS WRITE! 
ENGINEERING 


Milford 4T, Pa. 
JUST OUT . .. BRAND NEW 1953 CATALOG 
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“00% CALIFORNIA 
for America’s most complete 
line of custom accessories — 


Electric door & 
trunk conversions 


and many more “hot” items 

No wonder California Custom is first. They 
pioneered the field in 1919 and they still 
lead today! 


thru DEALERS only 


Write on compony letterhead today for 
new, FREE catalog. It's a sure way to 
keep your customers satisfied. 


CALIFORNIA 
c— Custom Accessories Mfg. Co. 


JEFFERSON AND GRAND 


LOS ANGELES 7, CALIF, Dept. 


tH GOTHA 


DUAL EXHAUST MANIFOLD 


Use a GOTHA EXHAUST \ 
FITTING for “‘splitting” 
in-line manifolds and 
~ can be sure of: less 
kpressure (note 

lined neck opening) 
crack and welded 
joint (made of cast iron) 
easier installation (long narrow neck fits all 
popular manifolds) and excellent appearance of 
finished in use on Chev., 


Plym., Buicks, Pontiacs, etc. $3 75 


Mail charge 35 cents. 


DUAL INTAKE MANIFOLDS 
KITS FOR ALL CARS 


Now! Make your own at a small f n of 
the usual cost with a GOTHA CA CARB nISER KIT 
and your present stock intake manifold. Simply 
notch manifold and weld or braze carb risers 
in place. Kits include two risers, one blank 
flange, and illustrated directions ‘wad drawii 

2 bolt kits for all ave $5.95. 
3 bolt kits for all Ford V-8s and —— $7.50. 
Mailing cha: 


dealer can’t supp 
wane 


MAIL ORDERS 


THE GOTHA CO. 


15423-C5 Center Ave., Harvey, Illinois 
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- "53 Fords Feature a Better Ride 


(Continued from page 24) 


A longer look is provided on ’53 Ford by a new chrome molding through center of rear 
fender line. New jet-wing hood ornament and new oblong parking lights are featured 


coupled with a gear box, was not as good 
as the ’52 Ford equipped with overdrive 
transmission. When attempting to pass 
other cars, the automatic kickdown to a 
lower gear provides useful acceleration up 
to 45 mph. Actually, the kickdown at high 
cruising speeds pushes the engine rpms to 
maximum at approximately 58 mph. 


Power Equipment Not Available Yet 

As in the ’52 models, power equipment, 
such as power brakes, power steering, and 
power-adjusted seats, is not available in 
the Ford line of cars. Chevrolet steps out 
in the lead in this department with its 
power steering system offered on the Two- 
Fifty and Bel Air series as optional equip- 
ment. The only other car in the low-price 
field offering power steering, to date, is 
the Studebaker Champion. Motor TREND 
predicts that, if only to stay in the com- 
petition, more of this power equipment 
will be made available in the low-price 
cars, including Ford. 


Let’s Go Inside 

The interior of the ’53 Ford, as in most 
other ’53 makes, has been improved. Col- 
or-harmonized interiors blend well with 
the new body colors available on all ’53 
Fords. Interior fabrics are better, giving 
this low-price car a new luxuriousness. 

Instrumentation is essentially the same 
as last year—positioned conveniently to 
the driver. The heater control levers did 
not operate too easily in our test car and, 
since they were not lighted, we were 
forced to stop three times on a test drive 
one night to reposition the controls for 
comfort. Also, the Fordomatic indicator 
quadrant was not lighted for night driving. 
An ashtray is convenient to the driver; 
the glove compartment is to the far right 
of the dash panel and is rather small. MT 
Research has already gone on record as 
liking the center positioning of glove com- 
partments found on some automobiles. 

The front seats are comfortable and 
include non-sag springs covered with a 


thick foam rubber seat pad. Seat track 
mechanism allows for fore-and-aft adjust- 
ment of 4.1 inches. During this adjust- 
ment, the front seat cushion rises slightly 
and the seat back tilts forward to accom- 
modate shorter drivers in the extreme 
forward position. The back of the front 
seat is not covered with a stiffener to pre- 
vent injury to the knees or to reduce wear 
to the cloth covering (which is now di- 
rectly over the springs). As in the ’52 
models, the brake pedal is suspended from 
above. New for ’53 are the door checks 
which hold the front doors either two- 
thirds or wide open. Motor TREND’s ex- 
pert Dale Runyan comments: ‘General 
appearance of the interior is pleasing, 
comfortable, and durable, though obvi- 
ously inexpensive.” 

Visibility through the one-piece wrap- 
around windshield and one-piece rear win- 
dow is good. The windshield meets the 
corner posts sharply, eliminating a fre- 
quent blind spot. A big advantage in 
traffic is the visible right front fender. 
There is no blind spot to the right rear. 
The rear-view mirror does create a blind 
spot for some drivers. This could be cor- 
rected easily by the adaptation of an ad- 
justable mirror that could be raised or 
lowered on its bracket. 


Notes on Exterior Styling 

Going over the ’53 Ford exterior, our 
staff found only minor changes this year. 
The boxy look that Ford introduced with 
its ’49 model has been retained. Its clean 
lines are combined with functionalism 
which incorporates good vision both to 
the front and to the rear. The grille has 
been changed to a single center-spinner 
arrangement. The jet-tube taillights are 
larger this year and can be better seen to 
the side than last year’s design. If these 
lights were lowered in the rear fenders, it 
is conceivable that they could easily have 
a dual purpose—for lights and exhaust 
tips. 

Items that could be improved upon: 
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the drip moldings over the window load- 
ed up with water in a rainstorm during 
the test and water poured onto the driver 
and front-seat passenger when entering or 
leaving the car; the luggage compartment 
opening is considerably above the floor 
level, making it awkward for removal of 
packages or the spare tire. 

Ford continues to feature center-fill 
fueling with the gasoline cap concealed 
behind the license plate, and pushbutton 
door handles and rotary latches. New is 
the addition of thick Fiberglas lining 
under the hood as standard equipment. 

On the whole, body components on our 
test car were well-assembled and, in check- 
ing two different Ford dealerships in the 
Los Angeles area, the cars being displayed 
were considered to be put together slight- 
ly better than average. 


Ford’s Other Models 

Eleven body styles and 18 models are 
available in the three lines of 1953 Ford 
cars—Mainline, Customline and Crestline. 

In the Mainline and Customline models, 
except for the Country Sedan (a station 
wagon), you can get either the V-8 or six- 
cylinder powerplant. The Victoria (hard- 
top), Sunliner (convertible), and Country 
Squire (station wagon) in Crestline series 
are available only with the V-8 engine. 

The 12 basic single-tone and 14 two- 
tone body colors are complemented with 
new upholstery fabrics. As in most °53 
cars, the colors of the interior garnish 
moldings, instrument panels, door trim 
panels, seat sideshields, and headlinings 
vary to harmonize with the upholstery 
fabrics and exterior colors. 


Summary 

On one side of our balance sheet, the 
Ford still has a few items which need 
attention. These include: redesigning of 
the drip moldings to eliminate water load- 
ing; enlargement of the luggage compart- 
ment opening for easier access to pack- 
ages, proper padding of the front seatback 
for greater safety, and an adjustable rear- 
view mirror to eliminate the blind spot 
for some drivers. 

On the other side, most important 
change is the suspension system which our 
MT Research team feels has been greatly 
improved this year, providing a better ride 
and better handling characteristics. Al- 
though its V-8 powerplant is identical to 
that of last year, it has been gradually im- 
proved over 20 years and its proven capa- 
bility keeps Ford one of the more desirable 
of the low-price automobiles. The ohv 
Ford Six has already created a market for 
itself, and it is conceivable that the de- 
sirability of this series may grow even 
further. Performance, dependability, and 
style—all these factors would seem to in- 
dicate that the soth Anniversary Ford may 
well give the leader a run for his money, 
if not be the first Ford to move into the 
sales lead in over 20 years. 

—Jim Potter and Walt Woron 
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VY MORE POWER 
Vv EXTRA MILEAGE 

LESS BACK-PRESSURE 
~ DEEP-TONE PURR-R-R 


Available at leading dealers everywhere 
FREE CATALOG ON REQUEST 


Sin 


1716-18 NAUD ST., LOS ANGELES 12, CALIF. 
Phone CApitol 1-2193 


METRIC & WHITWORTH WRENCHES 
For Servicing All Foreign-Make Cars 


Satisfactory servicing and repair of a foreign-make 
car can only be secured with wrenches that fit! 
From Snap-on, leading manufacturer of standard 
automotive service tools, you can get wrenches 
and sockets in Whitworth sizes, 7BA, 
-172” to 1.670’ (for English cars). 
In metric sizes (for all other foreign makes) 4 mm. 
to 32 mm. Available only from Snap-on branches 
or direct from factory. Write for free Metric- 
Whitworth folder and standard tool catalog. 


8023-E 28th Ave. 


Snap-on Tools Corporation “Kenosha, Wis. 


Hoot Mon! A Joy-Rider 
For All Occasions 


PORTABLE COCKTAIL OR SNACK BAR 


The sensational “Snack Bar in Your Car” is a year 
‘round auto utility for week-end trips, traveling with 
children, vacations and picnics. Handles fit snugly 
over front seat holding Car-Snac securely or fold 
together for convenient carrying. Two quart size 
vacuum bottles, 5 full size plastic cups and spacious 
food compartment with piano-hinged cover . . . 
all in one handy self-contained unit! Durable, all- 
metal with gay over-all Scotch Tartan pattern. 


Onder by Only $10.95 ppd. 
Galaxy INDUSTRIES, Box 4505 Gayley 


Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif. 
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Save Up to $50 Ona 


BRAKE ACT 


BRAKE-LIFE 


Retreads Brake 


—restores ‘‘New'’ surface — keeps 
fibers from gumming and glazing. 
Used by truck and fleet operators, 
Brake-Life adds up to 15,000 more 
miles te used or new linings, stops 
brake fade, drum scoring and positive 


under any we 
your car only $3.95 postpaid. 


HOW TO SEAL THOSE 


PISTONS 


GUARANTEED! Fisher's Compression 
Seal platesand seals your pistons 
while you drive. Here’s how. 


BLUE-BRONZE PLATE 
F.C.S. and only F.C.S. = 
contains tough, resilient blue- 
bronze Fisherite which builds --- 
up evenly and seals excessive (@) 
clearance between piston and ¢ 
bore. Detroit has known about 
it for many years—now it’s 
yours for the first time. The 
semi-liquid carrier goes up in 
gas and out the exhaust. 


SIMPLE TO APPLY—remove 
plugs, squeeze specified mie 
amount into each cylinder, 
replace plugs and drive. 
Simple? You bet! 


POWERLESS PISTON 
(Before Apple stion 


SEND $3.95 TODAY in check, © 
cash or M. O. C.O.D.’s Ac- 

cepted! By return mail we 

send standard tubeof  §yYWAMiC POWER 
Compression Seal (for 6 or 8 fAtter Application) 


cylinder car) plus FREE ap- 
plicator. FREE test chart and 
iron-clad guarantee. 


MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


Your money refunded immediately if you are not com-— 
pletely satisfied. Dealers Inquire 


CAR-LIFE SUPPLY C0., DEPT. M-5 


4756 SO. CENTRAL AVE. @ LOS ANGELES 11, CAL. 


Motor Trend back issues + Motor 
Trend binders = A handsome motor 
library — — Order yours today! 
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CADILLAC—America’s Favorite Luxury Car 


(Continued from page 34) 


locks are down, which should prevent chil- 
dren from inadvertently opening them. 

In sudden stops, momentum can hurl 
heavy objects from a car’s trunk through 
the rear seat back if it is not securely 
braced. In the Cad, there are brackets. 

Motor TREND will continue to include 
in its analyses all items that it considers 
of relative importance and that could 
easily be incorporated into all cars, re- 
gardless of whether only one car—or, as 
in the case of an adequate crash pad, 
none—is satisfactorily equipped. 


A Test Drive 


Guiding the Cadillac is an almost ef- 
fortless undertaking when it is equipped 


' with power steering. The wheel position 


is a high one, in typical GM fashion, and 
the ratio is high too (25.47:1). requiring 
five turns from lock to lock. Last year, 
Motor TREND mentioned that the hy- 
draulic booster might cut in too suddenly, 
causing the driver to overshoot his mark. 
On further familiarity with the various 
systems, such a possibility seems unlikely. 
At any rate, we were utterly at ease in 
the Cadillac. We did note a small amount 
of play in the wheel. Many makers claim 
that their variety of power steering gives 
a true feel of the road, but seldom has the 
testing staff noted so little loss of “road 
sense” as on this car. There is little sen- 
sation that the system is a hydraulically 
assisted one. Rather, it suggests excep- 
tionally easy conventional steering. 
Non-slip plastic grips on the wheel are 
located at the 8:20” position. One driver 
of average height found that the armrest 
struck his elbow at this position. In any 
event, many drivers prefer a “10:20” or 
even “10:10” position, and grips above the 
crossbar as well as below it would give 


| them more freedom. 


Unlike last year’s test car, this one was 
whipped aside (though not at all badly) 
by soft shoulders on the highway. Street- 
car tracks gave it some trouble, and so 
did ruts. Very little steering vibration was 
noted. At high speeds on straight roads. 
the car held its direction well, requiring 
no correction. 

Parking, which requires so little physical 
exertion, would be simpler if the fenders 
were visible. Because of the high hood, the 
right front one is hidden, and even the 
right rear tail fin, which could be a useful 
guide, cannot be seen from the driver’s 


| seat. Aside from this, vision is excellent 


in all directions. Directly ahead of him, 
the driver has a view of the road close to 
the car. 

Hydra-Matic transmission is standard. 
Smoothness has increased to the point 
where this more efficient drive can now be 
compared (at least, as it operates on the 
Cadillac) with the torque converters. Un- 
less one is watching for the shift points, 
they frequently pass unnoticed. 


Brake lining area is up from 241.5 to 
258.5 square inches; stopping distances 
showed a slight improvement. Pedal 
pressure, though not unduly high, is 
noticeably greater than on the Chevrolet, 
for example. Cadillac is the only car in its 
field on which power brakes are not 
available. Left-foot operation of the brake 
pedal is rather difficult, the pedal being 
close to the throttle and a little small. 

Riding comfort is fine. Some vibration 
is transmitted to the body on washboard 
roads. Sidesway does not disturb the 
passengers. After a very bad dip taken 
fast, we noticed some “walking” (the 
wheels left the road for brief intervals). 
Aside from this, there were no complaints. 


More Performance, More Fuel Economy 


Acceleration and top speed, of course, 
are remarkable, topping the 1952 figures 
by varying margins. Highest top speed 
recorded was 116.9 mph, about 1.5 mph 
faster than last year, but the average of 
four runs was 115.4 or nearly six mph 
faster. 

Credit for the increase is divided. 
Horsepower is up 10 per cent. Last year’s 
optional rear axle ratio of 3.07 (3.36 was 
then standard) is now regular equipment. 
and there is a new 12-volt electric system. 

In the engine itself, a new combustion 
chamber has increased the compression 
ratio to 8.25:1. Flame travel is shortened 
and turbulence is increased. Longer alu- 
minum alloy pistons are slipper type, per- 
mitting them to nest between crankshaft 
counterweights. Valves now open wider. 
The 1952 dual exhaust system continues 
in use. 

Already an economical car to drive, 
this large V-8 shows ircreased gasoline 
mileage in nearly every department. Most 
startling were comparisons with the °52 
model in fourth gear (D-4 range). These 
yielded increases of 7.2 and 4.4 mpg at 
30 and 45 mph, respectively. Engine 
changes (see above) are responsible. Im- 
provement here, too, must be credited to 
the higher rear axle ratio and, in lesser 
degree, to the 12-volt system. Mobilgas 
Special fuel was used, the car, of course, 
requiring premium gasoline. 


Some Trifles—Pro and Con 


In small items of finish and detail. a 
mixed impression is presented. A rain seal 
at the forward outside edge of the doors 
prevents unexpected showers when leav- 
ing the car in the wet. Metal pads on 
lower surfaces throughout the car will ef- 
fectively halt much evidence of wear. 
Door jambs, though they compare favor- 
ably with those of most other cars, are 
not finished with the care one expects to 
find. Variations in the fit of door panels 
are clearly visible. The new wheel discs 
fit the valve stems too closely for con- 
venient tire checks. 
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For neatness under the hood, the fiber 
blanket is trimly bound in plastic, mak- 
ing it easy to keep clean. Considering the 
large number of standard and optional en- 
gine accessories that have to share the 
compartment, accessibility is good except 
for the power steering gearbox, which is 


the heater duct, as it was last year. . 


Accessories 
As far as publicity goes, GM’s leading 
accessory this year is unquestionably its 


the driver. For particularly hot climates, 
cool air flows from continuous ducts above 
the doors; for temperate zones, it comes 
from the parcel shelf behind the rear seat 
and above the evaporator atself. The evap- 
orator and blowers take up surprisingly 
little space in the trunk. Separate controls 
are provided for the two sides of the car, 
so that the sunny side can be cooled more 
than the other. Since the air-conditioner 
operates with the windows closed, freedom 


ening of fatigue, is a pleasant feature. 


Cadillac with windows open. 

The ‘“Autronic Eye” on our test car 
appeared identical with the one on the 
Pontiac. (Motor TREND is planning an ac- 
cessory trial for the photo-electric unit.) 

Undercoating and an oil filter still are 
extra on this car, costing, respectively, 
$45 and $11. The MT Research staff feels 
that both these items should be standard 
equipment on this luxury car. 


Summary 

The Cadillac could be better, like any 
other car we ever heard of. It has few 
truly unusual features; compared to the 
American classics of yesterday, it isn’t 
even very big. But it will give you com- 
fort and luxury with its thickly padded 
seats, high-grade materials from floor to 
ceiling, and room for everyone. You can 
sell it for a high percentage of what you 
paid for it. 
It is very easy to handle, economical 
to run and a top-notch performer. No 
doubt this combination, along with repu- 
tation, will sell many ’53 Cadillacs. 
—Walt Woron and Pete Molson 


“This little gem comes complete with 
radio.” 
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under the left-hand exhaust manifold and | 


air conditioner. This is, of course, made | 
by Frigidaire, and on the Cadillac it costs | 
a little over $600. Operation is simple for | 


from wind noise, with its consequent less- | 


Wind noise is of average intensity in the | 


AMERICA’S NEWEST SPORT'S ACCESSORY 


CONTINENTAL LOUVRES 


Gives your cara REAL Custom Look 


@ Fit any car 
@ Concealed fasteners 
@ Simple to install yourself 
@ 20 gauge body steel 

@ Heavy chrome triple plated 
@ Quality workmanship 

@ Easily made functional 

@ Ideal for fiberglas bodies 
@ Design your own layout 


Select from Three Beautiful Sets! 
THE “TORREY PINES”—Consists of four 


5” x 8” chrome louvre panels........ $ 9.95 
THE “ASCOT’—Consists of two 5” x 


@ The “Le Mans’ 


@ the ‘Ascot’ 


21” and two 5” x 8” chrome louvre 
panels 3 $12.95 

Available in cadmium plates for painting— 

$1.75 less per set. 

All sets complete and ready to install 
California orders add 3% sales tax-—-Postage collect 
2801 WEST SLAUSON 
LOS ANGELES 43, CALIF. 


@ The ‘Torrey Pines” 


MAIL CHECKS OR DEIITED CALES AND SERVICE 


MONEY ORDERS TO 


An improved cleaner that 
bears the MG crest and looks 
like a part of your carburetor. 
Easily installed. Highly pol- 


ished cast aluminum with a 


knitted aluminum mesh filter. 
Guarantees better breathing 


for any MG engine. 


SEE YOUR NEAREST DEALER 


7 products company 
; 1702-4 $0. FLOWER ST. @ LOS ANGELES 15 


Further information 
CHROME-PLATED AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALTIES 


upon request. 


© Ford V-8's & Mercurys, Set $5.95 
AT A FRACTION OF > Cyl. 


THE USUAL COST! 


“HOW TO 

INCREASE COMPRESSION, ~ SOUP UP 
MILEAGE YOUR CAR 
FOR ROAD 
OR TRACK” 


CIRCULARS 

«++ Handbook given with BIG 
CATALOG Showing Racing, 
Power, Custom Equip- 
ment! Both, Send 


COMPRESSION-RISER 
HEAD GASKETS 


Simply instoll our special THIN compression 


riser gaskets ond enjoy all the advantages of 

custom Ss. special Hot skets Enclosed find Ship C.O.0. 
boosts compression more than o stock a 


milled .050° to .060” plus eliminating over- 
heating and ‘‘choking’’! | ‘ord Com- 
pression 7 to 8:1 — And a similar increase on 
other cars! Guaranteed blowout proof and 


Corrosion resistant. Easily installed by anyone. 
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Mercedes Benz 


PRINTS 


We are onesie, for the first time, beautiful 11x15” 
prints of the fabulous Mercedes-Benz cars from 1927 
through 1953. These splendid es line drawings 
include the huge, powerful ‘‘big six’’ models K, S, 

SSK, and SSKL; the beautiful cars of the 320 series, 500K 
and 540K; the W125, incomparable as a Grand Prix car; 
the splendid new 300S and the 1952 Le Mans winner, 
300SL. Price for the full set of ten prints.........$5.00 


PRINTS 


Set of six 82x11” prints in coler of famous classic cars. 
These beautiful i include: 1933 Alvis speed 20; 
An almost unique ord town car with body by Mur- 
phy; Mercedes-Benz model K, with body by Saoutchik; 
Packard Continental Eight, roadster, Rolls Royce Phantom 
1, landau, and a Mercedes-Benz Model S. Price for the 


if you are a sports car enthusiast, classic car fan, a col- 
lector of car pictures, you will want these lovely pictures. 
There will be only 1 of these sets printed, enough for 
approximately one in every five hundred automotive enthu- 
siasts. We expect to be able to offer similar sets (ten 
pictures to the set) of Rolls Royce and Duesenberg cars, 
in the near future. We suggest that those interested in 
these pictures drop us a line, and we will inform you 
immediately upon completion of the printing. All pictures 
sold are guaranteed, postpaid, and sent by return mail. 


“auto prints, 


Box 2188, Stanford, California 


OWN A... 


FIX IT YOURSELF! 


Popular Mechanics Magazine has 
just published a new Owners 
Manual covering all 1941 to 1952 
models of Chevrolet cars. So 
accurate mechanics use it...so 
simple a woman can understand it. 


Save money on your Chevrolet repairs. Prevent trouble. En- 
joy care-free driving. Increase trade-in value. Avoid major 
repairs by fixing minor troubles before they get serious. Get 
sparkling performance at all times. Has 272 pages, more than 
850 photos, diagrams, tables, charts, breakdown drawings, 

us clear, non-technical directions that make all repairs 
simple as ABC. Written by Ed Packer with assistance of 
General Motors Corp. Shows you how to diagnose Chevrolet 
troubles by feel, sound, sight, smell and performance. 
Simple trouble shooting. Permanent repairs. Emergency 
repairs. Plus, “‘How to get value from garages.”’ 


MONEY BACK wore Tian rr costs: 


One minor repair will save the cost ten times over. Read it. 
Then you decide. If you don’t see that you'll save more than 
the cost, send it back for refund. SEND NO MONEY. Send 
postcard. Ask for Chevrolet Manual. Postman will deliver 
C.0.D. for $3.50 plus postage. Or, save postage by sending 
$3.50 with order. Send today. Save its cost on your next repair. 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 
200 E. Ontario, Dept. 16-E, Chicago 11, Illinois 


POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS, Dept. 16-E 
Please rush my copy of the Chevro et Man- 
ual at $3.50. I understand I may return for 
full refund if I am not fully pleased after 
inspection. 


TC] $3.50 enclosed, Send COD 
send postpaid plus postage 
NAME 

ADDRESS. 
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ACCESSORY TRIAL 


An MT Research Report 
By Bob Hoeppner 


Here is a new item 


for 49, 50 and 51 FORDS 


OME WITH US while we road test 

a 1950 Ford equipped with Shifto- 
matic, a simple unit costing $59.50 in- 
stalled, or $10 less if you hook it up your- 
self to your ’49-’51 Ford (the only cars 
for which it is now available). 

When Shiftomatic is in operation, you 
will make all your shifts while the car is 
in motion by pressing the clutch pedal to 
the floor. This one move on your part will 
shift the gears from low to second; repeat- 
ing it will shift them from second to high, 
and will then make the transmission al- 
ternate indefinitely between high and sec- 
ond. You must still use the gear lever for 
low or reverse. 

In the front compartment, the only ob- 
vious change in the controls is a small 
metal plate attached to the top of the 
clutch pedal. You can flip this down, so 
that it holds the pedal away from the 
floorboard. When the stop is down, you 
drive as you always did. 

When you turn the stop up, you may 
push the pedal to the floor. Before we 
start the car, try the pedal. You will no- 
tice that it has a new feel: Halfway down, 
your foot meets a slight resistance. Just 
before reaching this point, you have dis- 
engaged the clutch; just after passing it 
(about two-thirds of the way to the 


SHIFTOMATIC 


floor) your pressure on the clutch places 
the gears in neutral; and when your foot 
goes all the way down, the Shiftomatic 
does its most useful work. 

Now let’s try it out in action: Start 
the engine and press the clutch pedal a 
third of the way down, being careful not 
to pass the resistance point. Move the 
gear lever into low, and start the car mov- 
ing in the customary way. 

When you want to shift, press the 
clutch pedal to the floor. In doing so, you 
have passed the “hard” spot, throwing the 
gears (including the jever) into neutral. 
Then, when your pedal touches the floor, 
they quickly and quietly shift to second. 
The gear lever, however. will remain in 
neutral position from this point on, un- 
less you move it by hand. 

Release the pedal, accelerate in second, 
and, when you are ready for high, re- 
peat the operation. As you hit the floor- 
board, the Shiftomatic flicks the gears 
into high. MT Research test drivers agree 
that the clutch requires somewhat more 
pedal pressure than normal to operate 
Shiftomatic. 

This accessory operates with extreme 
quietness and smoothness. It is possible 
to clash the gears only if you try to (by 
pressing and releasing the clutch as fast 
as possible). Its shifts are faster than the 
hand shifts most drivers make. Engine 
braking in second for hills or stops is 
available with a little less hassle than with 
ordinary controls. 

If you need its services, Shiftomatic 
performs them well. It is lubricated for 
life, and requires but two possible adjust- 
ments. If anything should go wrong with 
it, you can always drive home in the old- 
fashioned way. You can order it from 
Shiftomatic, 3447 E. 15th St., Los An- 
geles 23, Calif. 
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SELL ’N’ SWAP 


a are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
ing name and —- first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for accuracy of descriptions, 
although we will reject any misleading statements. 
This service is not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance and such communications will not be ac- 
knowled ged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 

le Sell ‘N’ Swap insertion. This limitation 
will not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE! Beginning this month, all 
Sell ‘N’ Swap ads are classified as follows: 
SELL, WANTED, SELL OR SWAP, and SWAP. 
The charge for each ad is raised to four ropes 
following this issue because of the rise in 
duction costs. Address your request to Sell PIN’ 
Swap.—Editor 


SELL 


‘52 JAGUAR XK-120 coupe, excellent condition, 
might consider trade. J. McDowell, 6172 York St., 
Boise, Idaho. 

‘29 HUDSON, low mileage, F-head engine, new 
tires, rechro lacquer, original, excellent 
condition, $475. ‘Ww. Stahl, 1107 E. Central, Spring- 


field, Mo. 
‘33 CADILLAC V-16 five- four door, six 
wire wheels, all con lady X 
model, good running 63, niles, $750. 
R. Fralick, NW 5th Ave., Miami 38, 
TRADE JOURNALS, ‘05 to ‘26, Fad sme Age, and 
many others, numerous instruction manuals, parts 
books and 7 _ car parts. E. De- 
Camp, Box 106, N.J. 
$.C.0.T. SUPERCHARGER’ kit, Rajo head kit, all 
items for Chevrolet in good condition. P. Lenertz, 
3035 NW 22nd Court, Miami, Fla. 
‘20 STANLEY STEAMER 4 x 5 engine only, no crank- 
case or differential, hardly used, will deliver 400 
miles from Cleveland or ship, best offer over 
50. R. Smith, 2225 Alger Rd., Lakewood 7, Ohio. 
FORD ENGINE complete with planed heads. 
chopped flywheel, 59 block, 334 x 434 cam, ported 
and relieved, $200 or best offer. Hartington Auto 
Salvage, Hartington, Nebr. 
‘32 CADILLAC V-12 ohv conv. sedan, blue with 
trim with red wire ——_ new paint and 
top last summer, Bosch radio, fine condition, 
best offer over $525. E. Vinding, PO Box 262, 
Port Chester, N.Y. 
‘'36 LINCOLN K sedan, Y-12 cyl., black town 
car with Brunn body, tires almost new, includ- 
ing two side spares, very fine condition inside 
ee out, aoe offer over $1000. E. Vinding, PO 
x 262, Port Chester, N.Y. 
ENGINE BLOCKS, brand new, for ‘40 Ford V-8 
60, $50 each or trade for racing parts. F. Blum, 
Jr., 905 Summer Place, Pittsburgh 16, Pa. 
‘34 PACKARD light eight conv. coupe; body, 
upholstery and running condition excellent, pics 
on request, $450. E. Pohimann, 35 N. 16t ke 
East Orange, N.J. OR 23992. 
‘31 REO ROYALE, eight cylinder, s: 
hydraulic brakes, six near-new tires and wire 
wheels, excellent condition, drive anywhere, all 
parts still available, $450. Dr. S. Bradley, War- 


sports victoria, 


rensburg, Mo. 
‘51 MG TD, slight! modified, radio, heater, many 
extras, Boranni chrome wire wheels, woes. 


condition, black and beige, 20,000 miles, 
M. Rose, 1120 3rd Ave., Huntington, W. Va. 
‘48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, showroom condition, 
customized, ‘52 Lincoln 172 hp ohv engine with 

&G overdrive, in mint condition mechanically, 
vs only, no trade, $3500 cash. B. Acker, 

77th St., West Allis 14, Wisc. Bluemound 88313. 

auto ADS, catalogs, manuals, different, 
other collectors’ items ae at bargain prices, 
10¢ in stamps for list. W. McMillan, 8412 Flower 
Ave., Takoma Park 12, 
‘52 ALLARD K-2 special Warner 
probably hottest K-2, De 
condition perfect. Lt. Col. side. 105, 
SAC Hq., Omaha, Nebr. 
AK MILLER products; % cam and mechanical lifter 
set-up for ‘49 ‘52 Oldsmobile Rocket Hydra-Matic 
or st . less than 5000 miles 
in new car, perfect condition. R. Donovan, 602 
W. 4th St., Cisco, Texas. Phone 1067W. 
‘40 LINCOLN ENGINE, 155 hp, 7000 miles, per- 
fect shape, $300 for complete engine. Engine 
equipped with Hydra-Matic transmission, 
Norm’s Body Shop, 1521 Ist Ave., N. Billings, Mont. 
‘33. AUBURN speedster, body excellent shape, 
needs paint, new brakes, shocks, upholstery, ‘39 
Buick Century engine, overhauled completely, $400. 
W. Gregory, 14751 E. Teton Dr., Puente, Calif. 
‘24 MARMON sedan, overhead valves, eight cylin- 
der, six wire wheels, car is complete, needs 
paint, runs good, $100. R. Brule, 120 W. Main, 
El Cajon, Calif. 
‘08 FORD T touring, serial #5936, new tires, never 
been restored, original finish, was driven 500 miles 
on trip last year, second owner, $1000. R 
RR 1, Allendale, Ill. 
HUPMOBILE SKYLARK with accessories, also 
transmission. H. Goslin, Jr., 33 Summer St., At- 
tleboro, 


. Buchanan, 
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“LIFTS Up 
again at Daytona 


©. Air Lifts assure positive control and stability on the curves 
‘ at any speed. That’s why the winners in such famous races 
as The Darlington ‘500,’ Mexico’s Pan American, and the 
Grand National Daytona Beach race equipped. their cars 
with Air Lifts. 

You, too, will enjoy easy, safe, dependable driving on any 
road with Air Lifts installed in the front coil springs of your 
You'll appreciate the way they protect your life, and 
save your car, suspensions and tires. Installation is simple — 
nothing to dismantle — economical and guaranteed. 


GIVE YOUR CAR A LIFT WITH AIR LIFTS 
See your dealer today or write to: 


AIR LIFT COMPANY 


2330 W. MAIN ST., LANSING, cia 


PORTE RSI’ 


Actual road and dynamometer tests have 
proved that a Porter Exhaust System can in- 
crease power as much as 33%—and improve 
gas mileage up to 17%! 


How? By freeing your car’s engine from the 
jower-wasting ‘“‘back-pressure” that builds up 
in small, restricted stock exhaust systems. They 
let your engine ‘breathe’ — cutting ‘‘back- 
Pressure” as much as 71%. 


PORTERS are made peter too. They are manu- 
factured of sturdy, ‘oo seamless, cold- 
rolled tubing, or strength and 
dependability. They last 2 to 5 A. longer 
than ordinary mufflers. Two muffi types t 
choose from. PORTER STEEL-PACK 
peeves with 100% shredded steel, and PORTER 

YWOOD MUFFLER for soft, mellow tone. 


PNEUMATIC 
SPRING BOOSTER car. 


Inflates with Air... 
Same as a Tire. 


PORTER 
STEEL-PACK MUFFLER 


For Exhaust System Sales and Service 
See Your PORTER AUTHORIZED DEALER 
Write today for folder 1003, it’s Free! 


PORTER murrier co., inc. 
11820 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles 64, Calif. 
for 

GUARANTEED 


NEW WAY to pay 
CUSTOM ACCESSORIES 


Get complete 
information on your 
Hundreds of items to modernize 
Beautify your car. Available 


for immediate delivery at Popular 

Prices—including: 

a est selection of Ist grade 
uality auto Continental 


fire kits a all 
NENTAL KITS 
New Chevrolet Kit.. 


New ’52-’53 Ford Kits...... Real bargains offered 
"49-51 Ford Kits.......... 


ENDER SKIRTS 
Beautiful - oo: - Streamlined 
1953 Chevy Skirt.......... $13.95 


1953 Plymouth Skirt....... $12.95 
1952-1953 Ford Skirts...... $12.95 CUSTOM & SPEED ACCES- 
SORIES. Fully 


STAR AUTOMOTIVE co. described and 
Rd, 


5 TON, CALIF. illustrated. 
13233 $O. ALAMEDA ST., DEPT. M-5, COMPTO! 


Sevent y-three 


WRITE for the NEWEST 
MOST COMPLETE 50 pg.. 
CATALOG. Over 100 
PHOTOS OF THE LATEST 
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BOOST SPEED! 
BOOST POWER! with 


McLEOD SILENCERS 


for your 
FORD-O-MATIC @ MERC-0-MATIC 
HYDRAMATIC @ DYNAFLOW 


SINGLE: $15.00 
DUAL: $25.00 


NEW MUFFLER DESIGN UPS 
MOTOR PERFORMANCE 


Back pressure goes down, power 
= up, when you install Mcleod 
jlencers in your car. Unique new 
muffler is result of long research 
to improve motor efficiency of 
your cars. Patented fins are de- 

ned to control exhaust stream, 
allow fuller use of power output. 
Cut out motor spitting and clog- 
ging. Boost engine ‘‘bite’’ on get- 
away. 


Made for Your Car 

All Mcleod Silencers are tailored 
for individuel auto fit. Made from 
heavy gauge steel for long life. 
Can't rust out. Won't blow out. 
Specify year, make and model of 
your car and type of transmission 
when ordering. You must be satis- 

|, Or your money back. 


McLEOD MFG. CO. 


125 W. Verdugo Ave., Burbank, Calif. 


Please send 


$25.00 


(Year, make, model of car) 
(Type of transmission) 


y in toll 
Send C.0.D. 
deposit enclosed 


Balance payable on delivery. 


AMA 


x 


- 


$2 KozaK 
DRYwashes Your Car 
50 to 100 Times FREE! 


LEANS autos fast and easy. The original auto 
DRY Wash. 10,000,000 sold to auto fans “in 
the know"! Hundreds of unsuccessful imitators 
for 26 years! Use with equal success on Cadillac 
or priceless antique. Removes dirt, polishes, 
cleans, saves time, work, money. No water needed 
—safe, protects finish. Takes a few seconds, save 
entire cost on first use. And you must be aston- 
ished, delighted, tickled pink, or keep it and 
get your money back by rctarn mail! 
We'll send big, soft, deep pile KozaKs, to you 
and/or friends: (Give names, addresses.) 
Regular Kozak: (Will save $100, hours, 
sore muscles) 


1 for $2, 3 for $5, 5 for $8, 12 for $18 
Super: (last 4 times longer) 

1 for $3, 2 for $5, 5 for $10 
(Beautiful Plaid Kit Bag and Gloves $1 extra) 
ORDER NOW from KozaK, 28 W. Lyon St., Batavia, W. Y. 
KozaK, 28 West Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 

1 enclose $............. Please send 


| 
Name... 
| 


| Address. 


SELL (Continued) 


‘31 CORD boattailed speedster, D b 
instrument panel, needs restoring, new tires, fine 
car for classic enthusiast, $550 cash or swap. W. 
Craig, 3042 Nicol Ave., Oakland, Calif. 
‘37-'39 PACKARD V-12 engine parts; block, crank- 
shaft, heads, clutch, parts left over from extra 
engine. R. McCain, 3323 Ingersoll, Apt. 207, Des 
Moines, lowa. 
CLASSIC CAR catalogs; Cadillac, Lincoln, Packard, 
also foreign and orphan cars, also Motor (N.Y.) 
annuals. Details for large, stamped, self-addressed 
envelope. A. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore Ave., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 
‘30 CHRYSLER roadster, has wire wheels, side- 
mounts, hydraulic brakes, 17,000 miles, car has 
not been restored, but is in perfect original condi- 
tion. G. Dunn, 3737 Adams, Indianapolis, Ind. 
| CORD-CADILLAC 810 phaeton, Hydra-Matic, beau- 
tifully restored, new top, lacquer, Royal Master 
whitewalls, dual carbs, exhausts, chromed engine 
accessories, $2500 or make offer, photos. P. Green- 
lease, 2921 McGee, Kansas City, Mo. Grand 2480. 
FORD T TIMERS, coils, coil points, band lining sets, 
plugs, spindle bolt sets, rings, wheel rings, new, 
— more items, write your needs, no list. S. Tull, 
2020 N. 37th St., Omaha, Nebr. 
‘sd JAGUAR XK-120 r t tive white, 
always hangared, and never raced, perfect shape, 
9500 miles, $3400. Major R. Barraclough, Box 7138, 
Wright Patterson AFB, Dayton, Ohio. 
WHEEL COVERS, 15 in., for ‘52 Buick, set of fender 
skirts for late Buick or ‘51-'52 Olds 88, standard 
Olds equipment, write for price. T. Bucker, RR 2, 
Almyra, Ark. 
‘40 CADILLAC, seven-passenger. McAshen, 1 Easy 
St., Ingram, Texas. 
EDMUNDS custom dual intake manifold for ‘36-'48 
will ~ fit ‘37-'40 La Salle. Cost 
$63.25, | for $40. F. Yonak, R. 2, Belmont, Ohio. 
AUTOMOBILE " CATALOGS, advertisements, MoToR 
Annuals, photos, etc. Also some foreign literature, 
mostly from ‘30 to ‘5@. Write and list what you 
are interested in. J. VanCranebrock, 2653 Asbury 
Ave., Evanston, Ill. 
812 CORD conv., Beverly, 132-in. wheelbase, trunk, 
34,000 miles, original throughout, blue interior, 
perfect original grey exterior new six-ply white- 
walls, $1895. H. Russell, 1434 N. Broadview, 
Wichita, Kans. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, perfect 
throughout, 43,000 miles, 600 miles on complete 
engine overhaul, radio, heater, overdrive, will con- 
sider best cash offer. P. Mullins, 1014 Lomas Blvd. 
N.W., Albuquerque, N. Mexico. 
rm) REO PARTS for sedan; door, fenders, dash, 
hood, radiator and shell, all good condition, any 
fair offer, want manual for same car. W. Bryan, 
2229 23rd St., Santa Monica, Calif. 
‘51 NASH HEALEY, cream colored conv., 11,000 
miles, car is guaranteed throughout, $3250 cash, 
= answer all letters. C. Gautin, Box 180, Lamont, 


la. 
‘51 MG TD, red, heater, Italmeccanica blower, 
Smitty muffler, excellent condition, never raced, 
$1595. L. Kahl, 120 E. Stephenson St., Freeport, Ill. 
‘52 XK-120 JAGUAR, modified, bronze, only 2500 
miles, cost $4700, will sacrifice for $4100, or ex- 
change for late Cadillac conv. L. Kahl, 120 E. 
Stephenson St., Freeport, Ill. 
ROLLS-ROYCE Phantom I! Brewster body coupe, 
new leather-lined Carson top, showroom condition. 
N. Patton, 24 Balboa Coves, Newport Beach, Calif. 
‘39 PLYMOUTH four-door conv., less than 100 of 
these models made, top new, y, engine and 
transmission good. N. Silvester, 10 Sergeant St., 
Princeton, N.J. 
‘41 FORD, ‘40 Olds engine, with less than 10,000 
miles, perfect condition, new paint and upholstery, 
$1000 or best offer, will accept late model car. C. 
Florian, Dixon Lake, Plymouth, Ind. 
TYPE 57 BUGATTI, hydraulic brakes, rubber mounted 
engine, four- Pgyeeeer _two- —_ coupe, in original 
an di pares obtai 50 
or offer. J. Colenbrander, 1276 Toronto, 
Ont., Canada. 
299 DODGE DA6 four-door sedan, 68,000 miles, 
bought from original owner, excellent condition, lots 
of extras, 14 tires, $300 or best offer. R. Prud- 
homme, 930 N. 4th Ave., E. Duluth, Minn. 
‘34 PACKARD V-12 seven-p i ex- 
cellent interior and good running shape, six 
tires and wire wheels, $350 cash. M. Sternheimer, 
4417 Monument Ave., Richmond, Va. 
‘35 AUBURN supercharged d 
condition, $2100. Will send photo A pam infor- 
mation on request. M. Wilkerson, 1051 Opal St., 
San Diego 9, Caiif. 
‘52 PORSCHE 1500 cc coupe, 15,000 miles, immacu- 
late condition, $3895. W. Kieckhefer, 425 W. San 
Mateo Dr., San Mateo, Calif. 
"52 WILLYS Aero Ace; maroon and grey with white- 
walls, chrome wheel discs, radio, heater, over- 
drive, only 4000 miles, $1950. J. Bennett, 1402 E 
Warren, Victoria, Texas. 
‘29 STUTZ hardtop coupe, new tires, partially re- 
stored, part of estate, $800. E. Andrews, 5713 
Tujunga Ave., N. Hollywood, Calif. 


Satisfaction guaranteed or money back 
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129 CORD; anywhere, 46,000 actual 
miles, best offer over X00 or swap a Duesenberg, 
Bugatti, or $-100 Jaguar. Prefer t of Denver. 
D. Chase, 2590 Lincoln St., 

FORD T ; new radiator shells, motor 
hoods, lis, hood hold-down plates, for ‘17- 


Increase gas mileage: 


TEST FOR 
BETTER MILEAGE 
o BETTER IDLING 
od FASTER PICKUP 


TRY BEFORE YOU BUY — 
PAY ONLY IF SATISFIED! 


Did you know that your engine actually uses a 
richer gasoline mixture when you take your foot off 
the gas pedal than when you step on it? When your 
engine slows down or idles, higher manifold vac- 
uum sucks a far richer mixture through the car- 
buretor than needed even for fast driving. At last, 
engineers designed the Gane Air-Flow needle to 
bleed air during high manifold vacuum periods and 
thus try to increase gas mileage. Does it work? Of 
the more than ¥2 million users, some report up to 
25% more mileage, faster pickup, smoother idling. 
But some swear at them, say: “‘no_ improvement” 
and fire the “little stinkers” back to us—proving 
Ganes sometimes fail. That’s why we invite you to 
TRY BEFORE YOU BUY. 


SEND NO MONEY! MAKE NO DEPOSIT! 

PAY POSTMAN NOTHING! 
Just send us your name and address plus make, year 
& number of cylinders of your car & carburetor 
make (if you happen to know). Install easily in a 
few minutes, then check your mileage for 10 days. 
If you —- 2 or more extra miles per gallon, 
send us $1.50 per needle. If you don’t, send them 
back & owe nothing. Write: 


MEHREN INDUSTRIES, Dept. GT-5 
National Aute Retail Div. 


9909 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 
Extra Heavy 


Protects against rain, 
io 95 snow, tree drippings, etc. Elastic bottom 
17 holds snug around car. Special reinforce- 
ments for hood ornament and radio 

Bay aerial. Clear only. Order COD, enclose 
Money Back ¢7 deposit, bal. and postage on delivery, 
Guarantee or save postage, send 
$17.95 with order, 


OLLIE AUTO TOP sent prepaid. Specify 


make and model. 


WGLY DOOR-EDGE DAMAGE 
Add years of beauty 


cup-ON DOOR GUARD 


Offers Permanent Protection 


Prevent chipping, rust, door 
rattle... keep brilliant new car 
finish for the life of your car. Guar- 
anteed not to break, corrode or chip 
in all weather conditions . . . it’s a 
sensation! 

Fits all stock, sport, custom, Ameri- eo." 
can, Foreign cars, available in crystal oa J eee 
clear, metallic chrome or patent — roe 
black plastic. 

Send in your order today! 


'62 Holloway Drive 7 
CLIP-ON SALES co. ” los Angeles 46, California 


AIRCOOLED OIL FILTER..... $9.85 
Filters and cools motor oil. Die cast 
aluminum alloy. Economy for all 
auto engines. Advise model. 
In beautiful $14.50 
Extra cartri . $1 
Flexible lines kit. 
hrome fire extinguis 
Chrome air cleaner. _$ 
by or DEALER 
general order 
Jackson Equipment Ce., 2005-T Ceaar, Alhambra, Calif. 


Motor Trend 


(3 pr, for $5.00) 
Enclose exact omt., 
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ror Imported Cars 
of Distinction 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


ASTON-MARTIN 
ARNOLT, oisieisur0 


415 East Erie Street * Chicago 11. 


Telephone: Michigan 2-5436 


ANTIQUE AUTO DECALS 


12 old-time favorites in washable glaze full colors. Each 
decalcomania about 4 inches long, just the right size for 


hundreds of uses—on glasses, ash trays, coasters, furni- — 


ture, lamps, walls, mirrors, cabinets, auto dashboard, frame 
as pictures, etc. Designed by famous artist Clarence P. 
Hornung. Perfect details on 1908 Stanley Steamer, 1903 
Olds, 1904 Studebaker Electric, 1908 Maxwell and 8 others, 
all different. Easy to transfer, Mailed postpaid (U. S. and 
Canada only) with simple instructions, Ne C.0.D.’s, Just 
send $2.00 to 
AUTHENTICS 


Dept. MT Box 26 
Cincinnati 7, Ohio 


. . » FIND YOUR CAR QUICKLY 
IN CROWDED PARKING LOTS! 

BIG ALUMINUM flag (41/2’7 long). 
Your initials in bright red or strong 
biue on BOTH SIDES. High- 
ly polished; keeps shiny & 
firm; matches 


car trim. 

CLIP AD NOW! Initials (2) CJL) RedL] Blue 

$1.90 

I To: CAL-YORK PRODUCTS CO., Dept. MT 

.909 Park Avenue, Rochester 10, N. Y.. 


WARN HUB CAP MAKES 
2 JEEPS ovrorf 


le Ends front wheel drag on all 4-wheel 
drive Willys and Dodge v: 

* Saves gas up to 5 miles per gallon, tire wear, front 

axles, increases and power. Stops shimmy—front 
coast out of gear! 4-wheel drive handles, per- 
» climbs like 2-wheel. Install or remove in 10 
Polished aluminum, guaranteed. See your Willys dealer 
dealer in your arca, rush check, M.O., or C.O.D. to 


minutes. 


WARN MFG. CO., RIVERTON, Box 6064-1, Seattle 88, Wash. 
May 1953 


SELL (Continued) 


‘28. F. Gibbs, 88 Pease Ave., Verona, N.J. 

TIRES: 32 x 4, have 18, some new, some used, 
priced from $12-$25 each. Also have tubes and 
-_ H. Anderson, 4703 Franklin St., Omaha 4, 


r. 
‘37. CORD, model 812, standard five-passenger 
conv., good condition, black body and black top, 
$1850. R. Neavling, 1196 Shoreham Rd., Highland 
Pk, Camp Hill, Pa. = 
MARK V JAGUAR saloon, black, whitewalls, tools, 
spare parts, extra instruments, $1900, deliver for 
J. Needles, 1108 Grammar St., Vicksburg, 


Miss. 

‘32 FORD coupe, channeled, hydraulic’s, 3.27 rear 
end, compl instr: ts, cycle fenders all around, 
‘42 Mercury engine, Evans manifold, all in new 
condition, $500. E. Peters, Vallonia, Ind. 

‘47 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., factory condi- 
tion throughout, flawless paint, new leather up- 
holstery, trade for late model and cash, pics avail- 
able. J. Baldwin, 133 M St., Salt Lake City, Utah. 
‘35 V-12 PACKARD, model 1207 conv. coupe; rum- 
bleseat, six wire wheels, etc. complete but needs re- 
finishing, engine rebuilt, make offer. Box 4743, 
Redford Station, Detroit 19, Mich. 

‘26 LANCIA LAMBDA, double cowl phaeton, see 
picture in ‘‘True’s Automotive Yearbook,’’ e 7. 
P. Ingram, 1198 Ramona Rd., Apple Valley, Calif. 
Victorville 55440. 

ROLLS-ROYCE phantom | four-door, drives like a 
Rolls should drive, engine very age new paint, 
new tire covers, trunk cover. P. Ingram, 1198 
Ramona Rd., Apple Valley, Calif. Victorville 55440. 
‘32 CADILLAC roadster, special built, like new con- 
dition, new top, black. P. Ingram, 1198 Ramona 
Rd., Apple Valley, Calif. Victorville 55440. 

‘48 MG TC roadster, very good condition, would 
swap for classic. Ingram, 1198 Ramona Rd., 
Apple Valley, Calif. Victorville 55440. 

‘53 JAGUAR, low mileage, save $400. H. Hutchins, 
722 Pear St., Mt. Carmel, Ill. 

‘51 JAGUAR MARK VII sedan, 20,000 miles, ex- 
cellent condition, pastel green, best offer. WOJG 
M. Steigenga, 2843th Maint. Gp., Olmsted AFB, 
Middletown, Pa. 

‘49 OLDSMOBILE Rocket engine, complete, no trans- 
mission, $290. FOB, South Bend. P. Fodge, 379 
W. Wayne St., South Bend, Ind. 

‘26 CHANDLER six-cylinder sedan, 21,000 actual 
miles, a good clean classic, original title, $300. 
A. Eby, Hyland Apiaries, West Elkton, Ohio. 

‘36 CORD Beverly sedan, all original trim wheel 
discs, etc. Good mechanical condition, needs some 
fender and upholstery work. $740. A. Eby, Hyland 
Apiaries, West Elkton, Ohio. 

‘18 CHEVROLET, Royal Mail engine OK, no tires, 
rear of body chopped off. $90. A. Eby, Hyland 
Apiaries, West Elkton, Ohio. 

‘32 PONTIAC six-cylinder four-door sedan, 38,000 
actual miles, second owner, has original hood orna- 
ment and original spare tire cover, $395. G. Ren- 
ninger, 121 E. Lemon St., Lancaster, Pa. 

‘37 PACKARD Super Eight four-door, 56,000 actual 
miles, new Firestone tires, mechanically perfect, 


| upholstery and sheet metal good, radio, heater, 


fog lights, make offer. J. Barlion, 3725 Applegate, 
Cincinnati 11, Ohio. 

EDMUNDS duo! intake ifold for 
Champion, slightly used, $30. less carbs. Two good 
used 34 x 4/2 tires, four new 30 x 3¥2 tires and 
tubes. G. Fuller, 503 East 8th St., Muscatine, lowa. 
‘41 CHEVROLET club coupe, all filled, 15 coats green 
lacquer, whitewalls, green and white pleated 
leatherette interior, full race engine ali chromed. 
B. Coulter, 127 S. San Marino Ave., San Gabriel, 


| Calif. 


NICSON dual manifold for Chevrolet with two 
chrome Stromberg BXOV2 carbs and chrome ———- 
air cleaners, complete with lines, fittings and link- 
age, $55. K. Lehmann, 757 E. 103 St., 


N.Y. 

‘40 GRAHAM, Hollywood supercharged, excellent 
condition throughout, took owner two years of 
spare tine to restore, less than 500 miles since re- 
stored, $1200. H. Poppie, 5613 43rd Ave., Kenosha, 


rooklyn 36, 


Wisc. 
‘25 FORD T roadster, like new, side curtains, park- 
ing lamps, only about 1200 miles on car, perfect 


| condition. L. Downing, 525 Franklin St., Elroy, Wisc. 


‘15 INTERNATIONAL pickup, hard rubber tires, gas 
lights, radiator rear of engine, runs good. L. Down- 
ing, 525 Franklin St., Elroy, Wisc. 

REEDS starting and lighting ignition manual for all 
cars ‘12-’20, 800 pages. Radio shortwave manual 
for cars from ‘22-'28, genuine new Ford T parts. 
R. Busch, Wiggins, Colo. 

WRECKING out ‘52 Morris Minor two-door conv. 
sedan; left front fender, left door complete, rear 
fenders, trunk lid, top and rear body panels avail- 
able. K. Teel, 1992 Anaheim St., Costa Mesa, Calif. 
‘21 ANDERSON, model C, big six, 12,000 miles, 
fine running condition, excellent rubber, » We 
Poole, Jr., 1345 High Ridge Rd., Stamford, Conn. 
CHEVROLET competition engine, triple carbs, Isken- 
darian track cam, Belond headers, Spaulding ig- 
nition, special head and large valves, perfect con- 
dition, all new parts, ready to run, $500. B. 
Springer, 6035 Velasco, Dallas 6, Texas. 

‘41 PACKARD; mint condition, original throughout, 
one owner, perfect mechanically, 120 series, mid- 
nite blue sedan, sidemounts, pics on request, $1000. 
J. Comer, 15845 San Juan Dr., Detroit 21, Mich. 
‘48 HARLEY, model 45, completely rebuilt motor, 
transmission, front end, generator. New battery, 


4"'x6" 


radio in most cars by plugging into set. 
* Weatherproofed to give longer life. q 
» Send 20% deposit with C.0.D. orders. 
AERO-TONE MFG. CO. 


4836 Joy Road Detroit 4, Michigan 


1941 Ford (2-pc.) dash panel................ 
1942-48 Ford or Mercury dash panel....$1 
1941 Ford radio panel 
(specify if Philco or Zenith) 
1940 Ford instrument panel...................- 5 
1940 Ford clock panel...... 7 
1940 Ford radio panel... 
1941 Mercury dash $1 


LOWERING SHACKLES 


For Ford-Mercury—set of 4 


4” ..$1.25 1932 


5’’....$1.50 
6"_..$1.75 
LOWERING BLOCKS 
$395 


consists of 4 U 
bolts and 2 blocks 
(add $1 for 3’ drop) 
SPECIFY YEAR AND MAKE OF CAR 
Immed. Delivery. Send 25% deposit 
with order ‘ 


LEO’S AUTO SUPPLY = 


ARIZONA'S LARGEST HOT ROD SHOP 
Dept. M-5, 2823 N. Stone Av., Tucson, Ariz. 


M RUBBER 


Perfect for chairs, benches, pillows, bolsters, 
mattresses and hundreds of other special jobs. 
Combines luxury and ~~ life. Easy to work 
with. Any size or shape. Available at a saving. 
Send for free catalog and price list, today! 
PYRAMID PRODUCTS, INC. 
414 University, St. Paul, Minn., Dept. MT 
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Honest Charley Wire Looms... 
Tailored to Your Needs 


3 PIECE DELUXE 
99-5 FORD 


WIRE LOOMS LIST NET 
MG REGULAR . $8.95 $4.45 
MG TWIN TUBE... 8.95 4.45 
JAGUAR ... 9.95 5.95 
Gass Ve.......... 8.95 4.95 
CAD OHV V68.... 9.95 5.95 
CHRYSLER V8... 9.95 5.95 
DE SOTO V8.... 995 5.95 
BUICK V8....... 9.95 5.95 
STUDEBAKER St 9.95 5.95 
(Must drill hole in valve. cover) 

8.95 4.95 
95 4.95 

49-52 FORD MERC SUPER 3- PIECE 
12.95 7.95 


Send money. Will prepay or ship C.O.D. 
Send 25¢ for wholesale and retail catalog, 
speed hints. 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 


Box T 3086, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


of stock car and hot rod builders as 
Complete with the welder of 1001 uses. Easily oper- 
Twin Carbon Are ated from properly wired 110 volt AC 
forehand s¢- or DC line. The ideal gift with a life- 

day 


handicat metal. long use... . Order today on 10 
craft work. money back guarantee. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPA 
2326 S. Michigan Av. Chicago 16, Iil., 


“ATTENTION 


See the new Carson Padded Tops, 
Tonneau Covers and Seat Covers for 
Foreign Cars soon to be sold by 
Carson Auto Top Shop. Also specialize 
in Riviera semi-hard tops for Sports 
Cars. For further information write to: 


Sent. F27-ED 


MG & JAG 
OWNERS! 


GLEN HOUSER 


CARSON AUTO TOP SHOP 
Phone TH. 2308 


@ 4910 S. Vermont Avenue, Los Angeles 37, Calif. 


RACING Q PMEWN 


FINEST POWER a 


increase Power and Mileage with High Performance 
Heods ond Dual Manifolds... STUDEBAKER + FORD 
CHEVROLET. MERCURY 


33 SAN FCRNANL RO LOS ANGELES 55 
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SELL (Continued) 


chain, sprocket, tire, chrome ‘we wheels, etc., 3000 
miles since rebuilding, $395. E. Montambault, Rs 
1658 Thomaston Ave., Waterbury, Conn. 
‘37 CORD 812 supercharged, four-door trunk, car 
is all original other than hub caps and bumpers. J. 
Buccola, 1943 Mirabeau, New Orleans 22, La. 
‘32-'33 FRANKLIN V-12 front and two speed rear 
axles complete with wire wheels and 7.50x17 tires 
(five), front springs and steering assembly, 234 
turns lock to lock. S. Woodward, Cedar Beach, 
Belgium, Wisc. 
‘38 540-K MERCEDES-BENZ, four-door, four-pas- 
senger, special custom sedan, California top, con- 
tinental-type rear, wire wheels, new tires, mint 
—- a. Haynes, 2711 E. Jefferson, Detroit 7, 
Mich. LOrain 76480. 
‘a1 PACKARD DARRIN conv., fairly poor shape, but 
jood enough to drive anywhere, $450. W. Pills- 
ry, 3711 Market St., St. Louis, Mo. 
LITERATURE and photo reprints on Tucker, Davis, 
Bugatti. Send for information, none more than $1. 
Will trade same for literature on Playboy Keller, 
etc. R. Ames, 880 22nd St., Beaumont, Texas. 
‘51 JAGUAR MARK V drop- -head coupe, five-pas- 
senger, less than 10,000 miles, showroom condition 
performance, immaculately clean, fully 
equipped. $2950. D. Palmer, Box 988, Joliet, III. 
‘41 FORD V-8; complete, only 35,000 miles since 
Ford rebuilt, unused since complete cleaning, ring 
and valve job, $65; ‘38 Ford transmission, new 
gears, make offer. P. Boyd, 284 Main St., Glen 
Ellyn, Ill. Phone 3015. 
‘52 FORD V-8 short block cylinder assembly, with- 
out engine accessories, like new, 4025 miles, $195. 
H. Hadden, Jr., 333 Cullom St., Clinton, Tenn. 
MAGAZINES, books, historical, recent, American, 
foreign on auto, motorcycle, cyclecar, owners 
manuals, engineering, etc. Write for list of kind 
wanted. Want cyclecar magazines and material. 
J. Hruska, 2022 Jackson, Two Rivers, Wisc. 


WANTED 


V-12 FRANKLIN air cooled engine, parts or infor- 
mation leading to the location of one, also in- 
terested in other Franklin parts. W. Wrolson, 4401 
Abbott Ave. N., Minneapolis 22, Minn. 
STEAM CAR in restorable condition, Stanley pre- 
ferred, any gasoline car prior to ‘." or Dodge 
to reward for info leadi ing to pur- 
B. 250 Patterson, Memphis, Tenn. 
MOTOR'S FACTORY shop manual, copyright ‘37 to 
‘40 only. H. Denhard, Greenville, N.Y. 
‘32-'35 TERRAPLANE six coupe to build dirt track 
racer, send pic and price. C. Morris, 121 W. 6th 
t., Tuscumbia, Ala. 
HOOD and DOORS for Auburn speedster, also 
would like to know about any other body parts, 
state price and condition in first letter. V. Foschi, 
1168 S. Broad St., Philadelphia 46, Pa. 
BRASS SIDE and headlamps of the gas era, need 
pair for ‘10 Mitchell, write giving price and condi- 
tion. B. Destefani, 908 Dorian, Bakersfield, Calif. 
ANY PRE ‘15 cor except Model T Ford. Will pay 
$25 for any leads leading to purchase of Thomas 
Flyer, Loc Stevens Duryea, Pierce 
Arrow. B. Destefani, 908 Dorian, Bakersfield, Calif. 
‘29 to ‘36 AUBURN speedster, six or eight cylinder 
engine, will re-condition myself, no junk, $250, let 
me know what you have. Biesemeyer, 3637 
Graceland Ave., Indianapolis 8, Ind. 
OLD MODEL — ‘16 and older, state price, con- 
dition, and if possible a photo of car. J. Weller, 
Croswell, Mich. 
WIRE WHEELS for ‘25 Chandler roadster, present 
tire size 6.00 x 21, would buy set of four or five. 
Will buy ine parts or catalogs. L. Cross, Buckeye 
at Walnut, Kokomo, Ind. 
STORK BIRD ornament for Hispano-Suiza. C. 
Gurney, 138 Oakland Place, Buffalo, N.Y. 
‘41 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, sound body 
and frame, engine unimportant, Midwest location 
preferred, give condition and terms of trade or 
cash. R. Torkelson, RR 3, St. James, Minn. 
BUELL or similor air horns, large headlights, Mk. 
V Jaguar type, two separate leather covered front 
seats, Mk VII Jaguar or similar, tach for 88. J. 
Doonan, Box 186, Rockville, M 
‘30 or thereabout AUBURN conv. coupe, description 
and price first letter. J. Russell, 1214 Colfax St., 
Pittsburgh 12, Pa. 
GOVERNMENT AMBULANCE TRUCK, four wheel 
drive, six cylinder engine, insulated body, etc. 
State mileage, 1 of ly, engine, tires, 
a location and price. C. Gautin, Box 180, Lamont, 


STUTZ DV-32 head’ assembly, complete or total en- 
gine, also headlamps, and other ‘29-'32 
parts. P. Gelwicks, 10612 S. Avalon Bivd., Los 
eles 3, Calif. PL 51356. 
PARTS FOR L29 Cord, if you have any L29 parts for 
sale, write stating price. M. Dahigren, 3907 Mead, 
Seattle, Wash. 
STANLEY STEAMER, non-condensing, = give as 
reward for info leading to purchase ‘19 Ford tour- 
ing or cash. Providing Stanley is a MI priced. 
H. Anderson, 4703 Franklin St., Omaha 4, Nebr. 
‘34 to ‘41 CAR, included Lincoln Continental, want 
portant, give scription, price, » Phone number, 
near M. 133-04 Sutter Ave., South 
Ozone Pk. 20, » LY. 
PRICES, PICTURES, “of old model cars in 
or better condition, state price and send pics if 


\ 


MODEL 60 


AUTOMOTIVE TESTER 
FOR REPAIRING 


ALL ELECTRICAL 
CIRCUITS and PARTS IN 


e Includes 2 Voltage ranges 
for both 


6 Volt and 12 Volt Volt 
8 


exact current 


rporates 
ini range which 
wilt measure 


Will test 
batteries under | 
erators, 
, lamps, 
nd gau 


condensers, fuses, ciga- 


cl 
over-drive systems, magnetos, ignition coils, o- 
ic heating systems, spark glow plugs, ete. ‘ 


Model 60 comes complete with all ins $132 
test leads and operating instructions. 
cay. on MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. 


SUPERIOR ELECTRONIC co., INC. 
Dept. C-5, 227 Fulton Street, New York 7, N. Y. 


e SALE 


New Ford (42-48) 

Chrome Fuel Pump..................... $4.95 
or 

set... 

Ford ve Bore 

Copper Head Gaskets, ea.. 
Ford Ve Large Port 

Valve Cover Gaskets, ea.... 
Cadmium Silver Bearings 

All V8’s-std. .010, 

-020 & .030, pr.... 
Chrome Voltage Re. 

Covers, ea... $ 

(Send 20%—Balance c.O.D.) 


COMPLETE LINE OF 
HOT ROD PARTS 


Moior 


Rebuilders, 
Inc. 


1159 Jefferson—Buffalo 8, N.Y. ‘ 


ENGLISH AND EUROPEAN 
¢ (pre-war) SPORTS CARS °« 
in original condition: 


e@ Jaguar SS 100 & 90, Alfa-Romeo, Bentley 3 » 
*« 414, M.G., Riley, B.M.W., Fraser Nash, 
Lagonda, Aston fartin, Ulster-Austin 
similar types. 

Write for details & photos of your require- 
ments. All enquiries gee pely answered. 
Trade enquiries especially welcomed. 

We offer our services in shipping and export 
@ formalities. 


AUTOMO LIMITED 
© Sports & Vintage Car Specialists 
@ 229 West End Lane, London, N.W. 6, U.K. @ 


STOP BURNING OIL—but protect vital bearing sur- 
faces of your engine. Use MOLYSEAL—the piston 
compression seal that cannot interfere with normal 
circulation of oil. Forms lubricating seal around worn 
piston rings to restore compression, increase engine 
efficiency, and reduce piston slap. Money back guaran- 
tee. Only $2.95 ppd. Automotive Research, Box 2322 
Buffalo 23, N. Y. 
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AUTOMOBILES & TRUCKS 
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WHAT CAN THEY DO FOR ‘53 CARS? 


READ TEST RESULTS ON Chevrolet, 
Buick, Oldsmobile, Pontiac, Cadillac, 
Lincoln, Mercury, Chrysler, 
—— De Soto, Plymouth, Hudson, 
Nas Studebaker, Willys, Kaiser, 
Jaguar and MG! 
PLUS six pictorial pages of construc- 
tion details: BUILDING A HOT ROD- 
SPORTS CAR. 


DON’T MISS JUNE 


HOT ROD 


on sale May 15th 


CHROME PLATED 


GENERATOR and 


STARTER COVERS 


Here’s an _ economical, 
new way to really glam- 
orize the motor of your 
car. Easy to _ install. 
Covers ilable for: 
and Mercurys 1942-51. 
Chrysler Products 1940-49 
DURABLE STEEL Gen. Motors Products 1940-52. 
N Starter Covers available for: 
oO Fords and Mercurys 1932-48. 
we EASY TO INSTALL Specify name of car and year. 
Order Today! MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! 
Send $3.95 check, cash, money order (ppd.) or 
C.0.D. plus postage to: 
FUR SALES, 1031 E. 63rd, Chicago 37, Ill., Dept. MT 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


PORTABLE GARAGE 


PLASTIC 
VINYL 
USE IT ANYWHERE! 

@ Goes wherever your car goes @ Folds compactly 
@ Keeps rain, snow, dust, salt air, sun or sleet 
away @ Protects your car's finish @ Durably con- 
pees: My of vinyl plastic that is long wearing and 
fough @ Nylon threads for extra security @ Spring- 
tite elasticized bottom, holds securely in all kinds 
of weather @ Fits y makes and models @ Direct 
from fi E check or money order 
for $6.95, or sent rc. 8. D. 


10-Day Money Back Guarantee 


MARDO SALES CORP. 
480 Lexington Ave., Dept. G-749, New York 17, N.Y. 


Dept. 203, 1321 S. 5 


SEND i. GIANT AUTOMOTIVE CATALOG 


'@ te 50% on All Parts & Accessories 
EDITION JUST OUT 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917-TP Archer, Chicago 16 
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available. B. Griswold, Box 638, Drain, Ore. 
AUBURN, CORD, or Lincoln Continental and parts 
for same, send complete ieee. model number, 
photo if available and price. Salvatore, 2414 
Main St., Bridgeport, Conn. 

$20 REWARD <4 information leading to my pur- 
chase in Calif. . ‘53 of late Cadillac or ‘52 
Lincoln with conventional three- -speed transmission. 
A. Lamb, 1477 A e St., , Hawaii. 
‘38 CADILLAC V-16, tourin body preferred, en- 
gine, appointments and bo y must be in perfect 
condition. Send photos, description, and asking 
price. Capt. W. Smartt, 19 Medical Gp., APO 334, 
PM, San Francisco, Calif. 


SELL OR SWAP 


SPECIAL VENTNOR racing three point Hydroplane 
with trailer converted two-place fast pleasure boat 
use, gray racing fireball, rebored, $1200 complete, 
trade boat, roe tractor. C. Cross, 114 Kidder St., 
Jamestown, N.Y. 

‘41 FLEETWOOD CADILLAC, 46,000 miles, mint 
condition, swap for MG or what have you. Pics 
10c. J. Cleary, 1442 E. Seeley St., Milwaukee, Wisc. 


SH 43617. 

LATE ‘47 LUSCOMBE airplane, all metal, 65 hp, 
full panel instrument, metal prop, etc. Trade for 
pre ‘15 antique car in good shape. B. Destefani, 
908 Dorian, Bakersfield, Calif. 

‘48 CONTINENTAL hardtop, turquoise green, all 
original, excellent condition, $1625. Might trade for 
small, later model car, cannot deliver. L. Apple- 
= = 226 N. Spruce, Colorado Springs, Colo. MA 


RARE PHoTos of Cameron Peck’s unusual collection 
of cars from 1888 to classics. 75 4x5 prints from 
original negatives, $12.50, or swap for? D. Mc- 
Cray, 1140 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 

‘51 FRAZER four-door Manhattan conv., Hydra- 
Matic, fully equipped, leather interior, interested 
in Continental conv., ‘42 to ‘48 or ‘50 Cadillac conv. 
C. Frederico, 24 N. 18th St., Harrisburg, Pa. 

MUNTZ JET, red, red leather, removable top, four- 
passenger, ‘51 Lincoln Hydra-Matic powered, $3500 
or will ~—_ most any car, will meet reliable party 


— = . Cookston, 822 Wicklow Pl., Dayton 6, 
CHEVROLET, four-cylinder r diti 


y St., Ingram, Texa 
SUPERCHARGED HOLLYWOOD GRAHAM; body, 
upholstery in good condition, no dents or rust, new 
valves, good rubber, $395. Swap for classic, what 
have vase B. Hellie, Rt. 3, Box 689-E, Salem, Ore. 
Phone 31087. 
LATEST S CROSLEY HOTSHOT, sports roadster, char- 
treuse and red, heater, only 1100 miles, never 
even licensed, will take $795 or small four-door 
sedan in swap. L. Kahl, 120 E. Stephenson St., 
Freeport, Ill. 
‘51 PACKARD, 300 series, perfect, 15,000 original 
miles, Ultramatic and loaded with accessories. Want 
Cad Allard K2, will add cash, send pictures, etc. 
E. Poloway, 335 Fairview Ave., West Chicago, Ill. 
Phone 329R. 
‘51 VINCENT Black Shadow, cams and pistons, 135 
mph, very good shape, $950 or sports or classic 
car, give or take difference. D. Young, Rt. 2, Box 
144, Plant City, Fla. 
‘50 ARIEL SQUARE Four, newly painted and re- 
conditioned, in good condition, $650 or sports or 
classic car, give or take difference. D. Young, Rt. 
2, Box 144, Plant City, Fla. 
SERVICE MANUALS, spare parts, literature, factory 
parts books on Cord, models 810, 812, L29. Want 
ee of Cords. L. Greenlee, Box 1036, Anderson, 


‘37 CORD, supercharged Winchester four-door sedan, 
restored to original condition, showroom appear- 
ance, $1995. G. Renninger, 121 E. Lemon St., Lan- 
caster, Pa. 
‘36 DESOTO Airflow, four-door, original black paint, 
good Zebra interior, drive anywhere. Want Cord 
conv. regardless of condition or give or take on 
Rambler station wagon. R. Olds, 1512 W. 4th., 
Grand Island, Nebr. 
‘50 MARK V sedan, good condition, 20,000 miles. 
Want ‘35 Auburn supercharged conv. in good condi- 
tion as part — J. Kramer, 4453 Park Ave., 
Berkeley City 21, 
‘49 LINCOLN yellow, whitewalls, radio, 
heater, overdrive, electric windows, all ene. 
For MG TD, ‘52 Rambler, or plus $500 on a 
XK-120. P. Rader, 134 University Dr., Kent, hio. 
‘37 CORD sedan, ‘model 812, good condition, — 
restored, column shift, modified engine, $550. Wa 
‘41 Lincoln Continental or sports car., pics ex- 
Snes. E. Hohimayer, 388 Lora Ave., Youngstown, 
io. 


SWAP 


FOUR 30 in. ‘25 T disteel disk wheels for four or 
five 21 in. ‘26 T steel disk wheels. P. Rutledge, 921 
E. 3rd St., York, Nebr. 

‘49 FORD conv., many extras, or cash for ‘41-'42 
Lincoln Continental conv. in shape, N.Y. and 
N.J. areas. R. Furce, 105 W. 2nd St., Bayonne, N.J. 
CHROME oil filters, fuel pump, radiator hose and 
water necks and an H-C oil bath air cleaner for ‘49 
Ford Eight. Trade for dual intake —r. or 
what have you for ‘49 Pontiac Eight conv. J. Blair, 
New Haven, Ill. 


TO INCREASE YOUR 


HAIG & HUNTER 


Introduce for the 


WIND DEFLECTORS at $14. 95 pr., ppd. 
@ Fit all models @ Heavy optical lucite 
@ Shaped to cowl @ Will not shatter 
@ Does not obstruct curtains 


SUN VISOR at $7.50 ppd. 
@ Heavy, green polarized lucite 
@ Vertical wind deflector @ Does not obstruct top 
Both are attached in less than five minutes with- 
out drilling holes or marring the metal. 


HAIG & HUNTE 
i 3723 Wilshire eivd., Los Angeles 5, Calif. 
Please me Wind Sun Visor 
Enclosed Money 
20 per cent of total order. California resi- 
dents add 3% sales tax. 


j 
L 


Addr | 


City Zone......State 


OPPORTUNITIES AHEAD! 
TRAIN FOR A FUTURE IN 


SEL 


Prepare for the big earning power of Diesel Trained Men. 


Start learning at home, in spare time. UEI’s easy, prac- 
tical training covers all phases of DIESEL engine opera- 
tion, fuel systems, auxiliary equipment, repairs and 
maintenance. Also new Scientific Auto Motor Tune-Up. 
After home course, you come to Chicago for actual prac- 
tice in UEI’s modern shop under experienced instructors. 
GET ALL THE FACTS FREE. WRITE TODAY! 


Diesel Division—UTILITIES ENGINEERING INSTITUTE 
§ 2521 Sheffield Ave., Dept. DAN-1, Chicago 14, Illinois 


NAME 


s ADDRESS 
Cl 
s MONG... eee 


. Zone....STATE.. 
ae Check here for ‘information if under a 


Build this metal custom sports car body on 33 

to 40 STOCK Ford chassis for less than $100. A 
cockastnatl looking car engineered for the ama- 
teur builder. NO WELDING & NO DIE OR HAM- 
MER FORMING OF SHEET METAL. Need only hand 
tools such as esa hacksaw, etc. A real thrill 
to own drive. plans— 

.0O—R. E. Whit gy Manor, 
Roselle Park, N.J. 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS 


(for Car Ceiling) . 
send sample material. Head- —Prepeid or C.0.0. 
liner if possible. 


Dept. MT-267, 2065 Hampton Bivd., St. Louis 10, Mo. 
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Buick to Willys—All Models 1940-1952 
Here in handy, easy-to-use form are complete tune- Pe Bees 
up specifications on all makes of cars, (Buick to ¢ ie ae 
Z Willys) 1940 to 1952 models inclusive. The very in- a oot 
avtTe formation you need to get maximum performance and 
|| economy of operation. For all repairmen, from car 
|! owner to expert mechanic. Will: save you time and 
in 
World's largest Auto Accessory & Parts Catalog. 
Over 50,000 items: Hollywood Accessories, Hi- 
Speed Equipment, Rebuilt Engines, Everything for 
all cars & trucks. We have that Hard-To-Get part. 
Jam packed with bargai 
packed gains. Completely illustrated 
(134 pages). Send 25c (Refundable) 
é ‘op 


FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC FASHIONS 
IN AUTOMOBILES 


(For office, den or game room) 
Series #2 


Series #1 

Fn ny See and White Print on Art Paper..ea. $1.65 
Series 1 & 2. Size 3.00 
Beautifully rrow black or 
white with ved mot. Sine 5.25 
Series 1 & 2 10.00 
Especially graphed by desig with your name 
in Script. 1.50 extra 


No C.O.D.’s Box 84, Washington, Michigan 
Postpaid U.S. and Canada 


LEOPARD and ZEBRA* 
SEAT COVERS ‘41 to “53 CARS 


LEOPARD 


COMPLETE FRONT & BACK 
Give your cor that interest- 
ing. taking luxury 
jook. So amazingly dif 

lity. erful 

ond end custom 
tailoring. 


ZEBRA HIDE 
COMPLETE FRONT & BACK 


ond alive w 
women reve obout them. 
Custom tailored and de 
signed by moster craftsmen. 


MODERNIZE YOUR HYDRAMATIC 


Just a pull of the 
control and the du- 
al purpose Nielson 


third speed selector 
(patented) goes in- 
to action up 
hill acceleration, 
down hill compres- 
sion, trailer towing 
Price 
v 


¥ 
REDUCES TRANSMISSION WEAR 
Does not interfere with normal trans- 
mission operation when not in use. 
installation — 
Now ... at many new car agencies! 


A. E. NIELSO® 


11 


Phone, HOllywood 9-8684 


ISTONS 


All Sizes for All Cors + Racing or Stock Cars + Big 
i Bores and Strokers Fully Guaranteed 


our Specialty « 
tow prices. e CATALOG 


Seventy-eight 


European Newsletter 


(Continued from page 56) 

system; the headlights have three in- 
tensities, and control of the signal lights, 
parking, and dimmer lights as well as the 
headlights is beneath the steering wheel. 
The engine compartment is illuminated by 
the parking lights. Unfortunately, at this 
moment there is no information on the price 
of this long-awaited car. We can suppose 
that its top speed will lie at about 72 
mph, Of its acceleration I can give the 
following indication: The Fiat 1100 puts 
4625 feet behind it in one minute with con- 
tinuous shifting. It will be produced by 
the famed Turin motorworks in northern 
Italy. 

BELGIUM: Recognized sensation of the 
Brussels Salon was the Studebaker Com- 
mander coupe, a car which received solid 
endorsement from the European factory ex- 
perts. The lines and form of its body suggest 
that its creators have evolved an almost ideal 
form. Here, without a doubt, is a synthesis 
of American and European body form which 
clearly proves what man can achieve without 
excess use of chrome and surrealistic fronts 
and fenders. . . . A by-now-familiar car, 
the German Trippel, whose production has 
often been announced but never established, 
appeared this time under the name “Mara- 


thon” and is to be produced “soon,” this time 
by a Dutch firm. . . . The old Belgian car 
builder, Minerva, is negotiating for the 
manufacturing rights to the Italian Cemsa- 
Caproni. This car, which drew all eyes at 
its first unveiling at the Turin Salon in 1948 
because of its interesting construction, could 
not go into production because of the firm’s 
bankruptcy. The Cemsa-Caproni—or the new 
Minerva—has a full swinging axle with front 
and rear coil springs and a “tub” framé of 
pressed steel plate. The car has used a 
water-cooled, four-cylinder engine of 1.25 
liters (76.28 cubic inches) displacement, 
mounted in front of the axle and using 
front-wheel drive. However, Minerva intends 
to develop, produce, and use an air-cooled, 
1.5 liter (91.53 eubie inches), hori- 
zontally opposed four-cylinder engine 
of its own design. The Minerva firm has now 
acquired construction rights on the Con- 
tinent for the Armstrong Siddeley Sap- 
phire, which has an ohv, 3.4 liter (209.64 
cubic inches), six-cylinder engine with 
hemispherical combustion chambers and de- 
veloping 122 hp, and an electric, steering- 
wheel-mounted, four-speed pre-selector trans- 
mission. One of these luxurious British 
sedans is now on tour in the United States. 
It is reported that they will be priced close 
to the Jaguar Mark VII. 
—Giinther Molter 


680 MN. Western Ave., Los Angeles 27, Calif.|| | 


time. 


entire world!” 


get paid for it. 


What Is Your Idea of the Best Car 
in the World? 


What's the best car in the world? Not of this year. Or last. But of all 


Is it the Mercedes SS? Or the Mercedes 300SL? The 1930 Duesenberg? 
Or the 53 Lincoln? The Ferrari? Or the Stutz Bearcat? The 
Porsche? Or the Apperson Jackrabbit? 

You probably have a favorite. One that you're sure will (or would) stand 
up against the best of them. That’s about the way each of us on 
the staff of Moror TREND feels. In fact, favorite cars (or best cars) 
are what prompted a recent hectic discussion here in our offices. 

We got into a discussion on the relative merits of some of the better cars 
of all time, but with no particular agreement on the subject. Then, 
some bright person, whose name we won't divulge at present, 
suggested the following: “Why not ask our readers? After all, 
they’re the best cross-section of automotive enthusiasts in the 


We all agreed on both counts. So that’s 
merely out of curiosity—what do you think is the best car in the 
world, of all time? You can name any car you want, provided it 
was a production car, or that production of the car was seriously 
contemplated. If it was a dream that never quite got past the 
drawing board, or if only one car was built, please don’t use that 
as your selection. You can dig back as far as you want into history 
—automotive history, that is. 

We’re going to tabulate the results, so that you can see if you agree with 
the majority of auto enthusiasts, or if you stand alone. For the 
10 best explanations of why you think the car you selected is the 
best, we’re giving away $25 Savings Bonds. Here’s the chance 
you've been waiting for—the chance to voice your opinion and 


Send your idea of the best car in the world to BEST CAR EDITOR, MoTor 
TREND, 5959 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
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ACCESSORY TRIAL 


An MT Research Report 
By Bob Hoeppner 


MT Research testers Bob Hoeppner and 
Fred Bodley make comparison check of 
new Life-Time battery with two other bat- 
teries used in two leading cars of the low- 
price field. Life-Time puts out 150 amps 


HETHER YOU ARE the proud 
owner of a new Ferrari or just 
some form of transportation for getting 
to work, there is an item in the upkeep 
of your car that you can't escape. 

In approximately 18 months to two 
years of service, regardless of the loving 
care you may bestow upon it, your bat- 
tery is going to give up and die, requiring 
replacement. Any life span over the pro 
rata guarantee period can be considered 
exceptional by performance standards of 
most batteries on the market today. 
This is the first time, to our knowledge, 
that a battery manufacturer has offered a 
six-year written guarantee with the first 
year unconditional. Three months is the 
usual time for the unconditional guaran- 
tee, and the pro rata period is usually 
from 18 months to two years. The ad- 
vanced design of the Life-Time battery is 
the result of years of research in the de- 
velopment of so-called “neutronic’”’ plates, 
which are responsible for its unprecedent- 
ed life expectancy. They have remarkable 
recuperative characteristics. 

As a measure of comparison, we tested 
two new heavy-duty batteries, of the 
same make used in two of the leading 
cars of the low-price field. One battery 
was rated at 100-ampere-hour capacity, 
the other at 115, and the Life-Time at 
150. All three batteries required a slight 
charge to bring them up to their recom- 
mended specific gravity reading before 
tests were conducted with a rebuilt en- 
gine at the Motor TREND laboratory. 


May .1953 


LIFE-TIME BATTERY 


A comparison test shows thaf this new batfery ouf-performs 
(wo ofhers which come as stock equipment with 1953 cars 


Each battery in turn was connected to 
the engine and the switch held closed un- 
til the starter would not turn the flywheel. 
A one-minute rest period was given and 
the switch closed again until the engine 
would not turn over. This procedure was 
repeated until the starter would not turn 
the engine at all. 

On the initial run the Life-Time battery 
turned the engine for a total time of four 
minutes and 25 seconds and at a crank- 
ing speed approximately 25 per cent faster 
than either Battery A, which ran one min- 
ute and 36.5 seconds, or Battery B, which 
ran for one minute, 22.5 seconds. This 
time was made up of comparable trials, 
or cycles: Life-Time, 43; Battery A, 37; 
and B, 38. All were allowed to stand with- 
out charging overnight: the following 
morning the test procedure was resumed 
on the tight engine. The Life-Time com- 
pleted 20 cycles; A, 14 cycles; and B, 12 
cycles. A load of 300 amperes was then 
put on each for a period of 15 seconds 
and the voltage drop noted. The Life- 
Time dropped to four volts, A to 3.5 volts, 
and B to 3.2 volts. 

The batteries were given a five-minute 
rest period, and each in turn was installed 
in a Mercury with considerable miles. 
Each battery would start the loose en- 
gine; but as soon as it started, the ignition 
was turned off and the starter button 
held in until the engine ceased turning. 
The Life-Time again proved its great- 
er output, being able to turn the engine 
for one minute and 22 seconds, compared 
to 39 seconds for A and 37.9 for B. 

This was a comparatively rugged test 
for any battery, and MT Research feels 
that it did prove the manufacturer’s claim 
of great output and recuperative proper- 
ties. The Life-Time outperformed the 
others in every respect and by a com- 
fortable margin. 

While it was not feasible for Motor 
TREND to determine the actual life of the 
Life-Time battery in normal operation, 
the showing it made in our tests indicates 
superior durability. 

Competitively priced at $24.95 for six- 
volt and $29.95 for 12-volt systems, with 
its six-year guarantee the Life-Time bat- 
tery appears to be an outstanding value. 
particularly if one considers the incon- 
venience and service costs of battery 
failure. It is available from Consolidated 
Engineers, 10407 W. Washington Blvd., 
Culver City, Calif. 


CUSTOM BOOKS 


CUSTOM RESTYLING—Enlarged 1953 
Edition. Now over 400 photos, sketches, 
literally thousands of remodeling ideas. 
Latest model specific changes. Advanced 
scoop, light and grille ideas. 192 pages, 
51%.” x 82", $2.00 postage included. 


HOW TO 
DRAW CARS OF»... @ 
TOMORROW — Custom enthusi- 
asts—don't let the title mis- 
lead you. A terrific source book 
for custom ideas, with a big 
section of professional ad- 
vanced design drawings, (many 
suitable for framing) in addi- 


& 
tion to a great course in car designing and drawing. 
All new, all terrific, all applicable to contemporary 
models. Hottest source of new customizing ideas ever 
offered. 100-Ib. paper, 81/2”x11”, $2.00 postage incl. 


CLASSIC CAR BOOKS 


DUESENBERG, THE MIGHTIEST AMERI- | 
CAN MOTOR CAR — Standard reference 
boxed. Std. 


for the prince of the Golden Era of the 
: 
postage included. 


classics. Shoulder-straight saga of the 
Life and Times of an automobile that 
was pawn to a lost era. Over 

AMERICAN ROLLS-ROYCE—Supreme 

reference for Springfield production of 

Name."' Reproductions of 12 key 
literature pieces, including catalogs of 
Silver Ghost, Phantom |, Phantom II. 
Chassis, coachwork, construction 
finesse, mechanical details. 160 graphic 
photos, line 160 pages, 

tan 


photos, sketches, schematic drawings. 
168 pages, 
$5.00; Deluxe $8.75, 


814." x11", boxed. dard $5.00; 

before-published facts, company-secret 

photos, absorbing tales that pin roses 

tests, prices, serial numbers, sales by i 

states. 250 photos, drawings, sche- 
Satisfaction Guaranteed 


Deluxe $8.75, postage included. 
and call spades, full-scale reproduc- 
matics. 160 pages, 81/2.” x11”, 
BOX 897-M, ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA 


THE CLASSIC CORD—Recognized refer- 1 
(ORD 
i 
tions of nearly every catalog and liter- 
boxed. 
Standard $3.50; Deluxe $7.50, postage included. 


ence for both L-29 & 810-12. Never- 
ature piece, mechanical articles, road <= 
No C.O.D. requests please... 
SPORT CAR BODY 


Only $755 gives you a customized body 
to fit a modified chassis or a Glasspar 
adapter frame. Write Dept. MT-5. 


FIX YOUR FORD save 


For owners and mechanics. By Bill Toboldt, Motor 
Service Magazine. Covers Ford V-8's and 6's, 1932 to 
1952. Gives you know-how of hundreds of top Ford 
service men. Includes repair, service shortcuts and 
kinks, tune-up specifications, how to increase gas and 
tire mileage, make car run better, last longer, worth 
more. Hot rods and speed-ups too. Simplified. Clip 
this ad and mail with name, address and $2.50. Money 
back in 5 days if vow want it 


ART-WILLCOX 
Post Motor Books, Box 597-M, Arcadia, Calif. 
JAGUAR SS 100 
32 litre 1939 Model in first class condition 


throughout. Photos & partics. upon request. 
£475 


Ibbotson, 32 Knoll Drive 
London, N.14, U.K. 


HARD TOP YOUR 
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BEAUTIFY YOUR CAR 
WITH DUVALL-WALKER 
ACCESSORIES! 


Stainless steel 
slit hubcaps 
with chrome 
knock-off hubs 
designed to fit 
any 15 inch 
wheel. Set of 


four $36.95 


Stainless Steel Wheel 
Rings designed for 
Ford Consul and 
Zephyr. Set of four 
$14.95. (Specify Con- 
sul or Zephyr.) 


MG-TD knock-off type 
hubcaps for disc-type 
wheels. Adaptable 
for any type hubcap 
or disc. $2.50 each. 


DUVALL—WALKER 


11617 Ventura Bivd., Studio City, Calif. 
Phone SUnset 2-9685 


Dealer inquiries 
invited! 


CUSTOM MADE 
FLIGHT JACKETS 


AMERICA’S LUXURY 
LEATHER JACKET 
Custom Made to Your Measurements. Own 
a jacket built for you, not mass produced 
to an average size. Langlitz “MUROC’s” 
are made in the finest black or brown 
horsehide custom tailored, with or with- 
out fur collar. Write today for our 
“MUROC” folder—learn why discriminat- 
ing sportsmen wear a Langlitz Jacket. 
“THE MUROC” 
Price $38.50 postpaid 


Langlit; Leathers 


Dept. L 
633 S.E. MORRISON ST. 


PORTLAND 14, OREGON 
NEVER SOLD THROUGH STORES 


UP TO 6 MILES MORE PER GALLON 
Hundreds 


MIRACLE ACTION TUR-B-LIZER 
Carburetor specialists say Tur-B-lizer is best patented improve- 
ment have seen. Tested in millions of miles of driving in 
cars, trucks, and tractors. Easily installed. Send $3.00 for six 
cylinder "pe $4.50 for eight cylinder type. Try Tur-B-lizer for 
30 days, _—- are not enthusiastically satisfied as clai 

users, your money will be promptly refunded. 
Mechanics — Salesmen . . . 
Make big money selling and installing. Write for full facts. 


621-3 State St. Milwevkee 3, Wisc. 


Ring and Valve Job—$6.00 
Do it While You Drive! 
Stop Oil Burning. Raise Compression. Increase 
Gas Mileage. Special Process builds up worn 
rings, valves, pistons, etc. No special equipment 
required. Will last 200,000 miles. Mail orders 
$6.00 Postage Prepaid. 
VALVALOY SALES CO. 
P.O. Box 95, Bay City, Michigan 


Protect Your Car 


Ok 


PLASTIC WIND 

CORD COVERS 

Cleor + Red + Green + Bive 
pair 


ORDER TODAY FROM 


OLLIE AUTO TOP 


2065 HAMPTON AVE. ST LOUIS 10 MO 


EASY 
TO 
INSTALL! 
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ACCESSORY TRIAL 


THE OCTA-GANE 


If you want fo eliminate 


spark knock, fry this 
water /alcohol injection 
system on your car 


An MT Research Report 
By Bob Hoeppner 


HE PRESENT TREND toward high- 

er horsepower with the introduction 
of each year’s new models has brought 
with it a steady rise in compression ratios. 
This has made the use of premium gaso- 
line almost mandatory. Even in those en- 
gines advertised as giving satisfactory per- 
formance on regular fuel, premium gas 
may have to be used when combustion 
chamber deposits accumulate. 

Octane requirements will vary consider- 
ably according to operating conditions. At 
constant speeds of approximately 40-50 
mph on reasonably level roads, most auto- 
mobile engines will operate satisfactorily 
with a fuel of 50-60 ottane. A fuel of 
much higher rating will be required when 
the engine is working hard, as in acceler- 
ating, hillclimbing, or near full-throttle. 

An injection unit that will supply the ex- 
tra anti-knock requirement under controlled 
conditions will enable the engine to oper- 
ate for the majority of time on a fuel of 
low octane rating. The Octa-Gane injector 
is such a unit. In tests conducted by MT 
Research, the test car (a 1949 Mercury) 
gave better performance with Octa-Gane 
and standard gasoline than with premium 
gasoline alone. 

Installation of the Octa-Gane injector 
requires approximately two hours’ time 
with the detailed instructions supplied. 

Operation of the unit is controlled by 
intake manifold vacuum and exhaust man- 
ifold pressure. The supply tank is mildly 
pressurized because of the line from the 
exhaust manifold. Actual injection takes 
place after the intake manifold vacuum 
drops to a point that allows the spring- 
loaded diaphragm to uncover the vacuum 
port. Exhaust pressure supplies the addi- 
tional boost required during periods when 
the intake manifold vacuum is low. 

Acceleration and hillclimb tests were 
conducted, using four operating condi- 
tions for comparison. These were: premi- 
um gasoline with and without injection, 
and standard gas with and without in- 
jection; various spark settings were tried, 
using the maximum advance obtainable 
on premium fuel without knock (when the 
injector was not in use) as a standard 
from which to work. 


Amount of mixture injected can be easily 
controlled by adjusting the screw on unit 


In our tests we used a three-to-one 
blend of alcohol and water, figuring that 
this would give an adequate amount of 
anti-knock quality to the injecting fluid. 
Subsequent tests proved this mixture to 
be more than adequate; a change to a 
one-to-one proportion or even to a mix- 
ture containing more water than alcohol 
may give the engine adequate perform- 
ance. Using the three-to-one ratio, we 
found ignition could be advanced beyond 
the point of maximum performance with 
little detonation, so care had to be used 
in not advancing the spark setting too far. 

In the o-60 mph acceleration tests and 
in the hillclimbs with the Octa-Gane in- 
stallation, we found no advantage in using 
premium gasoline. Actually, the best times 
in both categories were made using stand- 
ard fuel with Octa-Gane injection at a 
spark setting three degrees in advance of 
standard. 

From an economic standpoint, addition 
of the unit to your car is not advantageous 
since alcohol costs approximately $t.00 
per gallon and, at a 50-50 ratio, the Octa- 
Gane solution would cost soc per tankful. 
A tankful of solution usually lasts from 
100 to 200 miles; with easy highway driv- 
ing, you may get more mileage. From 
this, installation of the unit would be wise 
only when the car owner wanted to elimi- 
nate ping. not solely because he wanted to 
use regular grade gasoline. 

The Octa-Gane “50” injector is avail- 
able from Newhouse Automotive Indus- 
tries, 5805 E. Beverly Blvd., Los Angeles 
22, Calif. It costs $27.45 for single car- 
buretor installations (dual setups are only 
$1.85 more). Detailed instructions for op- 
eration are included. 


0-60 ACCELERATION IN SECONDS 


Without With 

Octa-Gane Octa-Gane 

Avg. (2 runs) Avg. (2 runs) 
Regular 18.1 17.2 
Premium 17.3 17.1 
HIGH-GEAR HILLCLIMB 71/2-8% GRADE 
Regular 46.9 45.0 
Premium 46.0 45.8 
OVERDRIVE HILLCLIMB 71/2-8% GRADE 
Regular 54.8 52.8 
Premium 54.0 53.9 
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TRENDS PRODUCTS 


AERO-TONE MFG. CO. in Detroit announces 
a new rear seat radio speaker which can be 
installed at home by nearly any mechanically 
minded motorist. Included in the kit are an 
adaptor and simple wiring harness which 
plugs into the set already installed in the car. 
Time to install: less than an hour. The 
speaker is equipped with a three-way switch 


rear 
The 


permitting playing either front or 
speaker, or operating both together. 
4.x 6-inch speaker sells for $9.95; the 6 x 9- 


inch sells for $13.95. Order from Aero- 
Tone Mfg. Co., 4836 Joy Rd., Detroit 4, 
Mich. 


NEW SMOOTHYLITE designed to replace tail- 
light unit on 1952 and 1953 Ford is now 
available. This unit consists of a 54-inch 
bullet-type extension that screws into tail- 
light section. Complete unit with lens and 
chrome decorating ring can be installed in 
a maximum of 10 minutes. Constructed of 
heavy gauge steel suitable for “frenching.” 
Complete unit retails for $8.95 pair. Manu- 
factured by Wall Metal Spinning Works, 
3443 E. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles 23, 
Calif. Distributed by Newhouse Automotive 
Industries, 5805 Beverly Blvd., Dept. 20, 
Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


CONTINENTAL LOUVERS, a new accessory for 
all cars, are now offered for sale. They are 
heavy chrome triple plate and are made 
from 20-gauge body steel. Simply installed 
with concealed fasteners, they can easily be 
made functional. Three types are available: 
Torrey Pines, consisting of four 5 x 8 
chrome louver panels @ $9.95; Ascot, con- 
sisting of two 5 x 21 chrome panels @ $10.95 ; 
and the Le Mans, which has two 5 x8,and two 
5 x 21 panels @ $12.95. They may be obtained 
from Reuter Sales & Service, 2801 W. Slauson 
Blvd., Los Angeles 43, Calif. 


GLASSPAR COMPANY of Santa Ana, Calif., 
announces its latest contribution to the au- 
tomotive field with its new Fiberglas 


detachable top for MG TD sports cars. The 
MG hardtop weighs only 23 pounds and is 
designed to permit use of factory side cur- 
tains and the alternate use of the regular 


factory top if desired. The top may be or- 
dered direct from the factory or your MG 
dealer ready for painting for only $185. 
Glasspar’s address: 19101 Newport Ave., 
Santa Ana, Calif. 

FIRST it was wire wheels, then wire wheel hub 
caps. Now it’s a cover that resembles a 
spoked wheel, a spoked wheel with a new 
look! Designed to help cool wheel stamp- 
ings and brake drums, the new caps give a 
three-dimensional beauty to wheels. Caps 
fit all 15- and 16-inch wheels, priced at $25 
for a set of four. Send orders to the Calne- 
var Company, 1732 W. Washington Blvd., 
Los Angeles 17, Calif. 

THE LIFETIME Permanent Oil Filter is con- 
sidered an improvement in oil filtration, 
completely eliminating cartridge replace- 
ments. Its cone-shaped element is made of 
porous bronze which removes foreign parti- 
cles as small as one micron (39 millionths 
of an inch). Waterproof and warp-proof, it 
is not affected by engine temperature or 
crankcase dilution. Easily installed, Lifetime 
fits all cars and trucks and is renewed by 
simply rinsing the element in gasoline. The 
manufacturer guarantees Lifetime filters un- 
conditionally for 10 years. Bronze element 
and necessary parts for converting conven- 
tional filters $6.95. Complete Lifetime Oil 
Filter for all cars except those with full- 
flow systems (includes case and mounting 
bracket) $12.95. May be ordered from En- 
gine Products Mfg. Co., 5801 E. Beverly 
Blvd., Los Angeles 22, Calif. 


CHIP-GARDS are Krome-on-plastic strips that 
fit on the edge of your car door, protecting 
the paint from being chipped when the door 
is opened in tight quarters. The guards are 
snapped on and fit any car. Chip-Gards are 
also available in red, green, black, 


clear, 


and metallic at $1.50 per set. Chromium- 
finished guards sell for $2.50 prepaid (tax 
included). Purchase from Chip-Gards, Box 
593, Briggs Station, Los Angeles 48, Calif. 


KWIK-KLIP is a mechanic’s aid. It gives posi- 
tive gasket alignment and holds gasket se- 
curely in place while placing and installing 
oil pan or side covers. It stops the neces- 
sity of time-wasting strings, grease, or a 
bonding agent. Kwik-Klip gasket retainers 
are sold by the gross (12 cards, 12 Kwik- 
Klips per card) for $2.00 by Kwik-Klip 
Mfg. Co., 8762 Holloway Dr., Los Angeles 
46, Calif. 


CLYMER HELMETS 
REAL PROTECTION 


POPULAR WITH RACING MEN 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 


CHECK 
THIS 


CONSTRUCTION 


. Duralumin metal top provides great 
strength with desired lightness. 

Heavy cork to reduce shock. 

. Thick sponge rubber. 

. Cross straps rest on top of driver's head. 


. Leather lining inside for support and 
comfort. 


immediate Delivery 
ORDER NOW! (White finish only) 
GIVE YOUR HAT SIZE WHEN ORDERING 


Model C (without $26.50 

Model D (with visor) $27.50 
CLYMER MOTO 

1268 S. Alvarado, MT-5, Los Sedotd 6, Calif. 


AUTO-SHOCKO 


Have some REAL FUN with 
pe cor, With AuTO- 
HOCKO you can give an 
one who touches 
surface of your c ARM 
Pat. fess, but VERY. EFFECTIVE 
Pend. shock. When the AUTO- 
SHOCKO switch is on, the entire outer surface of the 
car becomes charged. You can also charge your 
buddie’s car by touching your bumper to his. Then 
he won't be able to get into his car until you turn 
off your switch. Can also be left on while car is 
parked to keep vandals from scratching or damag- 
ing your car. Will not run down your battery. 
AUTO- SHOCKO is probably the best "FUN MAKER 
you will ever own. Easily installed in a few min- 
utes. Sent complete with AUTO-SHOCKO unit, wire, 
switch, etc. Price $9.95 postpaid, or if C.O.D. plus 
postage—$1.00 deposit required on C.O.D. orders. 
ORBARCO MANUFACTURING CO. 
Dept. M-10, 192 Arlington St., Lawrence, Mass. 


WAR SURPLUS & other bargains 


Fuel pumps, vacuum pumps, hydraulic 
pumps & thousands of other items 


FOR NEW, BIG 
Send 25¢ cataloG TODAY! 


SALES CO., Dept. MT5 
392, Culver City, Calif. 


SAVE UP TO 9O% 


% O06 OL df JAYS 


CANADIANS 


In Canada order your 
Belond Equa-Flow 
Exhaust Systems from 


Dau: Yan SECESSORIES LTD 


'O WAX 

Works in the sun Contains Isotin. 

Cleans and waxes in one operation. Glax reg- 

vlar or “Glax—Heavy-Duty with cleaner for 

oxidized paint or road film.” Pint $1.65 post- 

paid in USA. No COD’‘s. 


HI-LUSTRE PRODUCTS, INC. 
3208 Fowler St., Los Angeles 63, Calif. 
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Mexico 
and the Motor Age 


(Continued from page 37) 


“sports” cars. A lot of them set out to 
make their own, from what they had at 
hand. Sometimes this has included a com- 
plete redoing, including full custom body. 
More often, it has only involved hopping 
up the engine. Whether the result, in 
many cases, is exactly a sports car by 
strict definition is dubious, but the spirit 
is obviously present. The boys look on 
them as sports cars, and drive them for 
sport. There are not a great many hot 
rods, suitable components being extreme- 
ly scarce, and there are no separate hot 
rod competitions. 

Aside from ANA, which corresponds to 
the AAA and handles all professional rac- 
ing. motor sportsmen are represented in 
Mexico City by two clubs, both only a 
year old. CAM has older members, fancier 
cars, and more money. But RODA, started 
as a consolation organization by CAM’s 
younger brothers, has been the more ac- 


tive, having held five full-scale meets. Par. 
ticularly successful was the Rally Arroyo, 
held on the fields of an old hacienda, and 
a hillclimb up snow-covered Mount Popo. 
catepetl, an extinct 


RODA started with * now 
has 35, expects to haw ~ ,. More soon. 
It is busting with plans, which include a 
500-mile rally through the central portion 
of the country. The club’s dream projec 
is an annual 12-hour race in Mexico City’s 
Chapultepec Park, a sort of Mexican Le 
Mans. 

Mexico, Johnny-Come-Lately in_ the 
motor age, is in now with both feet an? 
having a fine time. But from the Pan. 
American Highway, within sight of tk 
skyscrapers of Mexico City, peasants ma 
be seen hilling corn with a stick Fou 
hundred years ago and day-after-tomo. 
row are next-door neighbors in this coun- 
try. 

The Ford comes, but the oxen stays, 
The burro may still force the Ferrari off 
the road. Nothing ever disappears in Mex- 
ico, they say. The new just joins the old 
to make a more savory stew. 

—Don Pope 


Will you help us to improve our reports 
on different makes of cars, and to analyze 
dealer service throughout the nation? 
Motor TREND has received hundreds of 
letters applauding or criticizing every 
make of car manufactured in the US., 
from virtually every angle. Prominent 
among these letters have been those in 
which the main beef was service. 

There are those who maintain that “they 
just don’t build cars the way they used 
to,” that materials are poor and the cars 
hurry down the line so fast that they 
can’t be put together properly. Others 
recall the “good old days” with no regrets 
and say that our new cars are so satis- 
factory, so durable and long-lasting that 
we have come to expect utter perfection. 


NEW CAR OWNER 


QUESTIONNAIRE 


When we don’t get it, they say, we cry 
that all is lost instead of counting our 
blessings. 

What matters to the owner of a shiny 
new car. though. is how his experience 
compares with that of other cars of the 
same make, and how it stands up against 
those he might have bought. It is an anal- 
ysis of the last two points that we hope 
to compile when we receive your filled-in 
form at the bottom of this page. 

The editors, of course, will welcome 
a letter of further explanation if you have 
the time to include one with your ques- 
tionnaire. But please fill in the blanks 
completely. Thousands of duplicate forms 
will give us—and you—the objective an- 
swers car owners need. 


, Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. 


| 1. Have you bought a new car in the last several years? Yes No 
| 3. Does the dealer handle more than one make? Yes......0...0...0.0.22.cseee-- No 1 
| 4. In what condition was the car when you took delivery? Good Fair Poor...... 1 
| 5. Did you call any faults to the dealer’s attention? Yes No 1 
1 6. Did he correct them? Yes No .. Agreeably.................. Grudginglly............ ! 
| 7. Did you have any service troubles under the guarantee period? Yes No l 
| 8. Were they corrected? Yes.......... No.......... At extra charge to you?.......... At no charge?.... | 
1 9. Was there any change in attitude after you bought the car? Yes No | 
| 10. Was there any change in attitude after the guarantee period was up? Yes.............. en ! 
1 11. Have you received service as satisfactory as you ted? Yes OE 1 
| 12. Has the service been on a par with that of any other make? Better........ Same........ Worse.. | 
1 13. How many miles on your car? : ! 
1 14. On the basis of treatment received, would you buy the same make agoin? | 
| Clip out and mail to: New Car Editor, MOTOR TREND, 5959 Hollywood , 
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RLD FAMOUS SPEED CHAMPS 
& AUTO ENGINEERS REVEAL 


“Wow to Get 132 MPH! , 
Go Oto 60 MPH in 8 second 


Get 37-49 miles per gallon 


_ Boost horsepower in 10 minutes © 


oil... dozen of other secrets) 


From Watkins Glen, Bonneville, Indianapolis: 
(quick tune-up methods used in the pits... how 
to resurface cylinder walls without removing , 
one part from your engine... winning drivers’ = 
techniques .. . simple trick to get equivalent of 

15 extra horsepower ... many other tips) 

From the speed shops of Southern California: 
(step-by-step diagrams and explanation of 
valve timing, cam grinding, porting, relieving, 
milling, filling, ram blowers . . . how one simple 
adjustment with a wrench can increase firing 
power of plugs...everything from simple 
screwdriver speed & power tuning to full house 
mills .. . how to make a water injection system 


for less than $1) 

From custom body builders: 

(pictures of famous European and 
American sports cars, ideas for custom 
work you can do yourself . . . simplifies 
channeling, chopping, lowering; tells 
how to make your own Carson top) 


This amazing book—the Newhouse 1953 

Speed, Power and 
Economy Manual-—is 
a one-volume auto- 
motive encyclopedia 
that took more than 
312 years of exten- 
sive research to pro- 
duce. The authors 


This "41 Buick 4-door delivers 38 
of are active in auto- 


miles per 9 - 
ssible with information in the 


age rec 2 72% miles per esign e ew- 
miles ber Special set a 
(37 De Soto). 194.34 mph record in 


1952 at Bonneville). 
Although this book is referred to by mech- 
anics who rework stock engines to deliver 
speeds of 160-200 mph, it is so easy to under- 
stand that owners of ordinary cars—some of 
whom have never held a screwdriver before— 
have learned how to get more speed and 
power and save up to $275 a year. In fact, it is 
guaranteed to help you save up to 33% on gas 
---80% on oil...65% of repair bills...and show 
you how to get $300 more for your car when 
you sell it. Everything is explained in non- 
technical language—pictures tell the story. 


WHERE YOUR GAS REALLY GOES! 

If you’re an average driver, 80 cents of 
every gas dollar you spend doesn’t move your 
car one inch...20% o 
your engine’s potential 
power goes right out 
other 30% is wasted on 
inefficient operation of 
ignition, oil and water 
systems. 

HOW TO SAVE 

GAS, OIL, TIRES 

You can eliminate a 
great part of this waste simply = using some 
of the driving techniques developed at the 
yearly mileage meets which this book de- 
scribes in detail. You learn, for example, why 
buying your gas early in the morning or late 
at night gives you 2% to 4% more gas in every 
gallon ... how a new lubricant (‘‘Auto-Moly” 
molybdenum base oil) developed for super- 
sonic aircraft reduces engine friction two- 
a costs less than an ordinary oil 

This book how they 
rate under actual ving conditions. Some of 

ousands extra tire Pp 

by your nose.” 


If you have, or intend to have, a 
eed and power shop, you'll 

this book right above your work- 

bench! 


HERE’S THE INSIDE STORY 


«. From the laboratories of the big oil companies: 
+, (new racing fuel mixtures . .. ways to get 
performance from regular gas . . . hi 
to drive 15,000 miles safely without changing 


Ow 


STOP PAYING “SUCKER PRICES” 
FOR MECHANICAL WORK! 

Actual costs are given to help you deter- 
mine fair prices for engine work. Learn tricks 
used by $5.00-an-hour mechanics! how to re- 
Pair your own clutch and save $17... how one 
simple adjustment can save a $25 brake job 
° ow to “fill” dents and save costly 
work ...how to start a “dead battery” car 
without cranking or pushing ...even how to 
repair a cracked cylinder easily without re- 
moving the engine from your car. Latest 
information on care & repair of:fuel pumps, 
gnition and electrical systems, battery, 
brakes, directional signals, transmissions, rear 
end, carburetor, bearings, speedometer, steer- 
ing, etc., etc. 

WHY SO MUCH FOR SO LITTLE? 


Although the Newhouse 1953 Speed, Power 
and Economy Manual contains information 


book. In fact, 7 can easil 
than ten days then return it for a full refund; 


no obligation. Yet 99% of those who have sent 
for this book on 10 days free trial have de- 
cided that they want to keep it. Proof enough 
that it’s all we say it is! 


>> 


These $2.00 value books are 
yours to keep even if 
decide to return the big 
Speed & Power Book. 

1. Economy Driving Manual. 
48 oom of selected econ- 
ips and information 

on - products (Reg. 75c 


2. High Performance Equip- 
ment Book. Pictures and 
lists over 1,000 tested power, 
speed and economy parts 
and accessories (many of 
which are not yet available 
in stores). (Reg. 25c value) 
3. “How to Obtain 150 Miles 
Per Gallon.” It has been 
done! Reveals for first time 
— secret methods_used 
to win economy runs. Thou- 
sands sold at $1. Yours free. 


r 
many, nd. £500. pt 
Amer rawings (combined) 


Which of These Do You 


Want to Learn to Do? 
© Boost horsepower 30% © Drive 50,000 miles without 
® Double braking power changing oil filter 
Convert to electric doors 
© Make your own hill holder Also Learn About: 
Convert to column shi © biel 
© Racing gear ratios 


© Get six forward 

© Use overdrive 100% of time B 

© Restore compression in 10 minutes ® World's fastest hot rod_ 

© Reduce engine friction 77% vs Dual Lay on carburetion 
Build your own h ti-sway bars 

© Cut gas & oil expense 50% © Customizing, restyling 

© Stop carburetor flooding © Fiberglass bodies _ 

© Get quick cold morning starts © Upholstering techniques 
© Use jet & airflow needles Dynamic balancing 


ORDER TODAY ON SPECIAL 
10-DAY FREE TRIAL 
Here’s the deal: send for your book t 

and we’ll include FREE with your order the 
books described below, plus valuable Gane 
Economy Club Membership. Read the Speed 
& Power Book for 10 days. If you're not con- 
vinced that this is the biggest $1.98 value you 
ever received, return the Speed & Power Book 
for a full refund and keep the other 3 books 
for your trouble. Mail coupon today! 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE, 
Dept.BM-5, San Gabriel, Calif. 


NEWHOUSE AUTOMOTIVE, 
Dept. BM-5, San Gabriel, Calif. 
Gentlemen: Without obligation, please 
rush me the pew SPEED.AND POWER 
HANDBOOK for no risk examination and 
trial. I agree to stman on arrival 
$1.98 plus postage. If I am not completel 
satisfied I may return in 10 days for fu 
$1.98 money back. 

Also send me ABSOLUTELY FREE the 
3 handbooks: “Economy in Driving,” 
“High Performance Equipment Book” and 
“How to Obtain 150 Miles Per Gallon” 
(reg. $2.00 value). I understand these are 
mine to keep as a E GIFT, whether or 
not I keep. the SPEED AND POWER 


Ci Zone__ State 

SA MORE! If you send $1.98 with cou- 
pon, we pay all postal charges. Same 
money-back guarantee. 
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Sten- 
EXHAUST SYSTEMS 


MERICA’ T POPULAR SINGL 
PLUS A | a CA’S MOST POPU SINGLE 
IMPROVEMENT FOR V-8 CARS 
SMOOTH ER What a difference—before and after you install 


the Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System 
RUN MING ony on your own automobile! Superior in design, | 

construction and effectiveness, the Belond 
G ine H EQUA-FLOW Exhaust System raises the 
performance of your V-8 to a new high. ae 
Thanks to its greater operating efficiency, and [i 
the elimination of harmful back pressure, you'll = 
find your engine giving a higher top speed, 2 
faster acceleration, increased gasoline mileage. 
Also, fewer motor tune-ups; practically no : 5 
servicing. Join the many thousands who get be ¥ 
greater driving pleasure with Belond EQUA-FLOW Ee 
Exhaust Systems. See your Belond dealer today. 


AVAILABLE FOR: 


1935-52 Ford V-8 or Mercury 

1949-52 Oldsmobile 88, Super 88 and 98 

1952 Oldsmobile Super 88 and 98 with 
power steering 

1949-51 Lincoln V-8 (small Lincoln only) 

1952 Lincoln Cosmopolitan and Capri 

1950-51 Cadillac V-8 (Hydramatic only) 

1951-52 Studebaker V-8 

1951-52 Chrysler V-8, New Yorker and 
Saratoga 


TRADE INQUIRIES WELCOMED. 
°T. M. Reg. Copyright 1953 
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11039-49 WASHINGTON BLVD. CULVER CITY 2, CALIF. R GO. 


